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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Author intended in 
his life time, publiſhing a 
ſecond volume of Sermons, 
and had tranſcribed. ſeveral, with a 
view of reviſing them for the Prefs; 
but a very acute diſeaſe, which 
ſeized him in advanced life, pre- 
vented his compleating his deſign, 


The Editor to whom he left all 
his papers (with a diſcretionary POW-- 
er to publiſh any of them he thought 

Fr” _ proper) 


ADVERTISEMENT, 
proper) has ſelefted thoſe which 
compole this Volume, from many 
others. And though they might 
have been more perfect, if they had 
received the Author's laſt hand ; it 
' is hoped, they will be found ſuſ- 
ciently corre, to render them uſe- 
tul and acceptable to the public, 
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H E Reſurrection of Chriſt luftrated, 
and improved, 


1 Cor. xv. 20, But now 7s Chrif riſen 
| from the dead, and become the firſt fruits of 


bem that Jepts i Page 1, 
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SERMON Il. 

"The Goſpel hid from the wiſe, and reveal- 

ed to babes. | 
Matt. xi. 25, 26. At that tame Feſus an- 
ſfwered, and ſaid : 1 thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt 
bid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and 
_ haſt revealed them unto babes, Even ſo, Father, 
for ſo it ſeemed good in thy jight, P. 39. 


$Se:RMon II. 
The Phariſee and Publican, 
Luke xviii. 9—14. And be ſpake this pa- 
rabl: unto certain which trufted in themſelves 
that 
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CONTENTS. 

that they were righteous, and deſpiſed others. 
Two men went up into the temple to pray ; the 
one a Phariſee, the other a Publican, The 
| Phariſee ſtood, and prayed thus with himſelf : 
God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men 
are, extortioners, unjuſt, adulterers; or even 
as this publican. T faft twice in the week, I 
1 give tythes of all that T poſſeſs. And the Pub- 
lican landing afar off, <vould not lift up jo 


j much as bis eyes unto heaven, but ſmote upon 

. his breaft, ſaying : God be merciful to me a 

: finner ! ] tell you, this man went down to his 

4 bouſe juſtified, rather than the other. For every 
; wne that exalteth bimfelf, ſhall be abaſed ; and 

: be that humbleth himfelf, ſhall be exalted. 
 Þ6 O&« - 

— SxzxMons IV. V. 
The Superiority of the ways of God to 
1 _ thoſe of men. 
5 Ifaiah Iv. 8, 9g. For my thoughts are not 


your thoughts, nettoer are your Ways my Ways, 
faith the Lord. For as the heavens are high- 
er than the earth, ſo are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 


P. 93, 117. 
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The Duty of working out our Salvation EX 
plained and enforced. 


Philip. it. 12, 13. York out your own fat 
vation with fear and trembling : for it is God 
that worketh in you, both to wilt and to ds, of 


bis own good pleaſure. Þ. 144, 169, 196. 
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Haiah xlvi. 8. Remember this, and ſhew 
your feF0es Menu P. 222. 
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Good men the excellent of the earth, 
Pſalm XVI. 3. But % the Saints that are 
in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom 1s 


all my delight, Po 247 


SERMON XI, 
The Apoftolical BenediQion. 


Epheſ. vi. 24. Grace be with all them hat | 
iove our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity. p. 270, 
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 SterRMoN XII. 


On Self-examination. 


2 Cor. xiii, 5, Examine yourſelves, hee 
ther you be in the faith 'Þ- 290, 


Sanbnd A.IIL. 


The Duty of praying for, and conſulting the 
Proſnerity of, our Country, 


Pfalm cxxii, 6. Pray for the peace of Je- 
ruſelem : they fhail projper that love thee. 


P- 314- 
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To be Corrected. 


| P A. G F 46. line 10, "* former, read latter. |. 11, for 


latter, r. former, P- 54. |. 14, for was /ure, Tr, was 


_ as ſure, p. 62.1, it. for oh /> "8 r. impregnating p. 


IS1, ], penult, for Iive's, r, lies. p. 154. 1. 18. for In, 

x, 15. p. 16r. 1. 19. for and, r, nr. p. 219. 1. 6. for de- 
ſpight, r, deſpite. p. 227, }, 13. dele recorded, after Baal, 
p. 284. 1, 16, for exhortation, r. paſſage. Þ. Zi4. 1. 13, 
after well, infert a5 Þ. 320, 1, 13. after #5, inert in, | 
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SERMON I 


The Reſurrectionof Chriſt illuſtrated 
and improved. 


Hora oof 0 $03Þ 050 v0te 400403j050 $Þo Jos 0 to th 
1 CORIN, XV, 20. 


But now is Chriſt riſen from the dead, and 
become the firſt fruits of them that ſlept, 


of "ow N theſe Words the Apoſtle eſta- 

bliſhes the dodrine of the Re- 

D © ſurreQion of the godly dead 

HINA upon the proof of the Reſur- 

rection of Jeſus Chriſt. And in ſpeaking 
to them at this time, 1 propoſe 


I. To repreſent the evidence we have for 
the truth of Chriſt's Reſurrection, and 
then 

it. Point out ſome of thoſe important 
and comfortable concluſions, which may 


be drawn from it. 
E T hat 
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Refurrett; on of Chriſt 
- T. That Chri/t died for onr fins, and that he 


wy was buried, and that he roſe again the third 


© "VET«-J- 4s 


2 Tim. 15. 
IH. 18, 


Day according to the Scriptures, the Apoſtle 
received; and delivered to the church at Co- 
rinth, #r/} of all, or amongſt the firſt or prin- 
cipal dodrines of Chriſtianity. And yet, eſ-. 
ſential as the doctrine of Chriſt's Reſurrec- 
tion was to the faith and hope of believers in 


him, neceflary as it was to their conſtancy 


and conſolation in the trials of life, and to 
their faith and fortitude in the approaches 
and agonies of expiring nature ; the 1impor- 
fance of it, eſpecially as the pledge and ear- 
neſt of the reſurreRion of all true Chriſti. 
ans, Was not ſufficiently underſtood, even at 
the time when the Apoſtle wrote his ſecond 
epiſlle to Timothy, Shun profane and vain 
bablings ; for they will encreafe to more un- 
godlineſs, and thetr words will eat as doth a 
canker 3 of whom is Hymeneus and Pixletus, 
WHh9 concerning the truth have errea, ſaying, 
that the Reſurretiion is paſt already, If any 
ſach errors had crept into this church, (as it 


appears there had from ver, 12th of this 
Chapter) and occaſioned their conſulting the 


Apoſtle on this ſubject, it will well ac- 


count for his delivering himſelf fo clearly 
and 


Huftrated and "OR Y 


; 


and copiouſly upon it at tbis time 3 as it is Sexmon 


| likewiſe a happy preſervative at any Hime Gomynnd 


_ againſt all thoſe doctrines and doubts which 


oy to weaken and overthrow our faith in - 


t. So important a fat as the Reſurretion 
$ Chriſt, doubtleſs demanded a very ſubs» 
ſantial and circumſtantial evidence: and this 


if I miſtake not, is produced and attended 


with ſuch a minute and diſtinguiſhing parti- 
cularity ; that either all proof of facts muſtbe 
denied, or this muſt be admitted. If it be 


derpibded of Chriſtians, what they aſſert and 


undertake to prove here ? — I anſwer in the 
words of a learned. writer on this ſubject, 
It is © that Jeſus Chriſt having ſuffered a 
« painful and ignominious death on the 
© croſs, was on the third Day after, raiſed 
© up again by the power of almighty God, 
and that having ſpent ſome time here 
_« upon earth after his Reſurretion, he was 
| then carried up into heaven by the ſame 

_ « divine power,. where he ſtill reſides, be- 
© ing crowned with glory and honour.” 
And © what (ſays he) is there in this account 


cc 


which can be juſtly called incredible ? which 
thwarts any eſtabliſhed law or principle of 


reaſon for a man to believe? Is it a thing 
| 'B 2 incre- 
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See Mat, 


XVI. 21. 


ch. xx.18, 


19. 


Refurrettion of Chriſt. 

incredible that God ſhould raiſe the dead? 
Or that he ſhould raiſe and glorify ſuch a 
perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, who lived a per- 


fedtly holy blameleſs life, and died a cruel 


miſerable death by the hands of his enemies? 
If not — then ſuppoſing this faft to be well 
atteſted, it may and ougrt to be mou ſurely 
believed amongſt us.” 

That the witneſſes of it were his own aif- 
ciples, is true ; and they were the moſt fit 
for it on that very account. They were 


choſen for that purpoſe ; had intimate con-_ 


verſe with him, heard his inſtruQions, be- 
held his nieces, obſerved his example, 
and received hints and intimations from him 
at different times of the types and prophe- 
cies by which his Reſurre&ion was foretold. 


And in due time received ſuch ſatisfactory 


and infallible evidence of it, as inſpired 


them with aſtoniſhing faith and fortitude, 


and enabled them to confront the Jewiſh 


Sanhedrim, and tell tk:m to their faces, and 


while they ſat on their ſeats of power with 
all their officers, and enſigns of magiſtracy 


and authority about them, that they were _ 
the betrayers and murderers of that juſt one. 


 «ebor 


illuſtrated and improved: [i 
whom God hath raiſed from the dead, where 5: —_ 
of (fay they) we are witneſſes. CS 

And that they' were witneſſes to whoſe *851i-32: 
credibility no juſt exception could be taken, 
and who gave convincing proof of this moſt 
intereſting and important fa&, will appear, I 
hope, to full fſatisfa&tion when we fairly 
conſider the following obſervations : 

They were a ſufficient number : 

They had a perfe knowledge of what 

they teſtified: * ; 
They all agreed in their teſtimony: 


They were not credulous men yy de= 
__ ceived: 


They were honeſt men who would not - 
| deceive others : We ne, | 
They had no temptation to this fraud : by 
They could not poffibly bave ſucceeded ll 

if they had attempted to impoſe it on - - 1 
the world : Andfinally, 'Y 
The courage with which they teſtified it, 1 
and the glorious ſucceſs which attended 
their preaching, and the inconteſtable_ 
miracles they wrought in confirmation. 
of it, made the proof compleat. | if 
This: They were a competent number of wit- . = 
 nefſes, However gradually and beyond all 
Es B 3 their 
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"Haghon their expectation they arrived at the know 
WW ledge of the ReſurreQion of their Lord and 


Refurreion " Chr1 7. 


Maſter, firſt. hearing it from the pious, wo- 
men who went thither to pay their laſt 
att of duty to him and reſpe& to his dead 
body, and who had been firſt afſured of it 


from the angels, whom they had ſeen at 


the ſepulchre ; yet at length after the fulleſt 


enquiry and ftrongef}; conviction and affur- 


ance of its certainty, they all offered them- 
ſelves in a body to teſtify it, This TFeſus 
hath God raifed up, whereof we are all wit- 
meſſes. 

Again, they had a perfedt toledre of ; 
what they teſtified. It was a matter of fact 
into which they had enquired with all poſ- 


ible exactneſs and care, in which they were 


deeply intereſted, but concerning which 


they themſelves doubted till they could poſ- 
: fibly doubt no longer, and at length (aſtoniſh-. 


ing as it might ſeem and- really was) they 


| knew it to be certain. They received it not 


by hearſay and report of others, but ſaw 
with their own eyes, and teſtified what they 
had feen. And what man, what magi- 
ſtrate, what court of judicature or commiſ- 


fion of enquiry in all the world, after hear- 


ing 
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| Tuftrated and improved, 
ing eleven men, ſenſible, honeſt, and. of 


| good report, declare they ſaw ſuch a perſon, 
at ſuch a time alive, converſed with him, 


felt and handled him, and knew. that he 
was fleſh and blood, as truly and as much as 


they themſelves were, could poſſibly doubt 


of the truth of the fa& they afferted ; eſpe- 


cially when they declared that they ſaw him 


again and again, at ſeveral different times, 


and were as intimately acquainted with him, 


as they were with one another. 
Beſides this, it is to be obſerved, 
That they all agreed in what they teſtified, 


There was no contradiCtion or inconſiſten- 


cy, or any manner of contrariety or impro- 
bability in what they aſſerted. The event 
Itſelf was ſtrange, and they themſelves 
were as diffident concerning it at firſt as any 
perſons were afterwards : but having exa- 
mined it, and found it to be inconteſtably 
true, and remembering what Chriſt had 
faid about it while he was with them, and 
perceiving now that it was to introduce and 


open thoſe divine counſels which were full. 
of wonder and full of glory; it was not in 


the power of all the menaces and promiſes, 
| B 4 of 
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Reſurrefiom of Chrift 
of all the bribes and terrors in the world to 
_ engage them either to a denial or filence. 
Again, they were not credulous men, eaſily 
deceived. The weak and credulous often 
affirm and deny they know not what, but 
this can't be alledged apainſt the witneſſes of 
Chriſt's ReſurreQion. with ſo much as the 
+ leaſt face or ſhadow of truth, They- were 
rather exceeding diffident. The women 
who went firſt to the ſepulchre were ſo far 
from expecting to find him riſen from the 
dead, that they went thither to embalm his 
corple. And when tbe two men in ſhining 
garments told them he was not there, but 
riſen according to his own prophecy : The 
Son of man muſt be delivered into the hands 
of finners, and be crucified, and the third © 
day riſe again ; they were perplexed, rather 
than convinced and fatisfied. And when 
they returned from the ſepulchre and told 
all theſe things to the elrven, and to all the 
reſt, their words ſeemed to them as idk 
tales, and they believed them not. Peter, 
however, ran to the fſepulchre; and floop= 
ang down, beheld the linnen clothes laid by 
| themſelves, and departed, wondring in him- 
felf at that which was come to paſs, Tobhn 

ran 
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ran at the ſame time and went into the ſe- 


| pulchre and ſaw and believed. But he de- . 
clares that as yet they knew not the ſerip 


tures, which taught them Zhat he-muſt riſe 
from the dead. When the Lord appeared 
in perſon to the two diſciples in their way to 
Emmaus, he found them doubtful and ſor- 
rowful; they were amazed, they reaſoned, 
they had melancholy and deſponding appre- 
henſions about their condition, We thought, 
wwe truſted it had been he who ſhould have 
redeemed Iſrael : but now we begin to de- 
ſpair, eſpecially as zhts 7s the third day fince 


theſe things were done. After theſe and 


other anxious and deſponding ſpeeches he 
rebukes them with ſome ſeverity; O Fools 


and flow of heart to believe all that the pro- 


phets have ſpoken! Ought not Chriſt to 
have ſuffered theſe things and to enter into 
bis glory ? And then be expounded to them 
the ſoriptures concerning himſelf. But 
when theſe two were themſelves convinced 


and related what had happened to the reſt, 


neither believed they them. Nay, when 
Feſus flood in the midi of them they were 
terrified, and ſuppoſed they bad feen a ſpi- 


ri, 


ZI 


Luk, XXIV, | | 


Ib.ver.25< 
27. | 


Reſurrettion of Chrift 


rif, And when he condeſcended to expo- 


w_ ſtulate with them, | ſaying : Why are ye 
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troubled, and why do thoughts ariſe in your 
hearts? Behold my hands and my feet. 
that ut as I myſelf; handle me and ſee, a ſpi- 
rit has not fleſh and bones as you ſee me 
have ; then indeed their joy and wonder 
roſe very high ; nevertheleſs they hardly 
| fettled into a full belief of the fact, 7:1! he 
took meat, and eat before them, and open- 
ed their underſiandings, and appointed them 
the witneſſes of his Reſurretion. And now 
one would ſuppoſe all diffidence at an end, 
and every one fatisfied in the fulleſt man- 
ner. However when Thomas, who was ab- 
ſent when Jeſus appeared to the eleven di- 
 ſciples, was told by them, that they had ſeen 
the Lord; how did he receive their teſti- 
mony ? why, he peremptorily rejects it. 
And as if their atteſtation was nothing to 
him, he demands an evidence which ſeem- 
ed to carry in it an imputation of credulity 
upon them all ; declaring with an obſtinate 
and peremptory air : Except T ſhall ſee in his 
hands the print of the nails, and put my fin- 
ger into the print of the nails, and thruſt it 
znto bis fide, T1 will not believe, And in 


this temper he waited eight days, or till _ 
| ay 


Tllaftrated and improved; RE” - + 
day ſevennight with no ſmall perturbation SERMON 
| (one may eaſily imagine) and Zhen the dif- Cn 
ciples aſſembled again, and Thomas was with 
them, Then came Teſus and thus addrefles 
himſelf to Thomas: Reach bither thy fin- 
ger, and behold my hands, and reach bi- 
' ther thy hand and thruſt it into my fide; 
and be not faithleſs, but believing. And 
Thomas anſwered and ſaid, My Lord, and 
my God ! But what heart can conceive the 
import or ardor of this acknowledgment! 
what a croud of different ideas oppreſſed 
this convinced, awakened, trembling man! 
what confuſion as well as conviction now 
overwhelmed his ſoul! © Lord, (q. d.) 
with what aſtoniſhing and adorable tender- 
neſs doſt thou now treat thy over-ſcrupulous 
diſciple! Who but the Saviour of the world 
| were capable of ſuch goodneſs! What! re- 
prove my raſhneſs, and pronounce my par- 
don with the ſame breath ! This is not the 
manner of men, O Lord God! I am tranf- 
| ported with wonder and joy : I feel what 
no words can expreſs. Calm the tumult of 

my paſſions, forgive my obſtinacy, accept -_ 
my repentance, faith, and. gratitude, my | .. 
Lord 23 
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Reſurrefion of Chriſt | 


AM Lordand my God!” To read this relation of 
. the Apoſtle Thomas's diſtruſt and conviction 


in the xxth chap. of John from the 24th to 
the 2gth ver. is enough to ſoften a heart of 
ſtone, and to delight and tranſport a heart of 

fleſh. Again, 2 

As they were not credulous men eaſily 

deceived themſelves, ſo they were honeſt 

. men, who would not deceive others. 


There never was a greater face of ſimpli- 


city and godly ſincerity in any ſet of men in 


the world than in the diſciples of our bleſſed 


- Saviour, Their relation of things is ſo plain 


and artleſs, ſo free from embelliſhment and 


refletion, ſo natural and impartial, that it. 
_ 1s apparent, they aim at nothing but telling 
the truth, They were men of no great na- 


tural capacity or quickneſs of apprehenſion, 
they. were deſtitute of the advantages of edu- 


cation and knowledge of the world ; but 


they had honeſt minds, and ſpoke the truth 
in their hearts, and concealed no part of it ; 

not ſo much as their own faults and fallives, 
how much ſoever they tended to their diſ- 
honour. 


Again, 


illuſtrated and improved. 13 
Again, they bad no temptation to this fraud, S**v0" 
What had they to get by afferting and wyw 

teſtifying Chriſt's Reſurretion ? On which 
fide lay their temporal intereſt and -all the 
advantages of the world? If the Jewiſh | 
prieſts and elders gave money to the Roman Wi 
foldiers to tell an improbable ſtory, what | 
would they have given to the diſciples if 
they could have bribed them to atteſt a 
| falſehood, or conceal the truth ! Would any 
man ſuffer for affirming what he knew to 
| 


be falſe ? be vilified, impriſoned, ſubmit to 
an unjuſt death with infamy and torture as 
. their Maſter had done, for adhering to a 


| teſtimony he knew to be falſe ? Eſpecially | | 
would eleven men of ſober minds and com. © U 

petent underſtandings, would men in their ” 

wits and ſenſes enter into a confederacy of | j 


this kind ſo deteſtable and deſtruQtive ? It is 4 
incredible, it is impoſſible. 6 
Let me add farther, pn 
They could not poſſibly have fuccorted; if | 
they had attempted toimpoſe a falſe tele & i 
timony upon the world. 


"They were not men to be corrupted ; all 
their behaviour ſhowed them utterly free 


from this imputation, However, ſuppoſe _ 
; | | _ 
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Szxvon any of them capable of ſuch an unpro- 
_—_ fitable undertaking, 1t was out of their 


Matt: 


XXVI1!. 
 J2y 13y 


power to haye carried their purpoſe into ex- 


ecution. - They affirmed their Maſter was 


riſen from the dead ; they farther affirmed 


that the chief prieſts gave the ſoldiers who 


guarded his ſepulchre money, to ſay that his 


diſciples came by night, and flole away bis 
body while they flept, Now had this teſti- 
mony been falſe in either part of it, how 


eaſy was the confutation! If Chriſt was not 


riſen, or if the chief prieſts were conſcious 
they had not ſuborned the ſoldiers to de- 


ceive the people with a falſe ſtory, would 


the diſciples, dared they ſo ſoon after, in the 


ſame city where all this happened, affirm 


their Maſter's Reſurreion, and challenge 


their gainſayers to confront them with the 


ſuborned ſoldiers, and diſprove what they 
had reported ? In a word, the diſciples of 
Chriſt could not but atteſt and publiſh their 


Maſter's reſurre&tion, and could not but 
adhere to their teſtimony when they had 


done. 


_ Finally, 
They were fo far from retraQing their 


teſtimony that they preached Teſus and 
the 
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the Refurretion in the face of the world 
with undauntes courage, and ang OUs 


faccefs. 
Our Lord having ſhewed himſelf alive 
after his paſſion by many infallible preofs, 
and appearing to his diſciples at various times 


_ for forty days together, he promiſed them 


an extraordinary effuſion of the Holy Spi- 
rit, and told them they /bould be witneſſes 
unto him both an Teruſjalem, and in all 
Fuden and in Samaria, and wunto the nt- 
fermofi part of the earth, And when 
be bad ſpoken theje thing s, while they be- 
held, be was taken up, and a cloud re- 


ceived him out of their fight. And now ail 


their doubts were diſſipated, and inſtead of 


fear and perplexity, they were full of ado- 


ration, fortitude, and joy, An witance of 
this you have, Ye men of Iſrael, ({ays Pe- 
ter addreffing himſelf publick to the inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem) bear theſe words + Te- 


fas of Nazareth, a man cp of God 


among you by miracles, wonders and figns 
which God did by him amongſt you: him 


betng delivered by the determinate counſel 


and fot ehnowled dre of God, ye have taken, 


and 


Atts i. 8, 


Ads 11.27, 
N&., 
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 Refurreftion of Chriſt 
and by wicked hands have crucified and 


Ks lain : whom God bath raiſed up by a mi- 


Att 31. 2, 


raculous effort of his divine power, and hath 
borne this glorious teſtimony to his inno- 


cence, truth and dignity. - And not long af- 


ter he affirmed this yet more ſolemnly after 
curing the lame man at the beautiful gate of 
the temple. This cure was fo miraculous, 
the man fo well known, had been 1ſo long 
lame, and was ſo tranſported with his cure, 


and his ecſtacy hereupon ſo great, that it oc- 


caſiored a vaſt concourle of people, who 
were alarmed and aſtoniſhed at this marvel- 
lous event; which the Apoſtle obſerving, 


_ addreſſes the multitude in the following 


Thid, ver, 
12. Nc, 


manner : 2% men of Jjrad, why marvel 
ye aft this? ors why look ye ſo earneſtly at 
us, as if awe by our own power or holineſs 
had made this man (0 wal? © we take not 


the honour of this miracie unto us.” The 


God of our fathers hath glorified his Son 
Feſus whom ye delivered up, and denied bim 
in the preſence of Pilate, who was ſatisfied 
of his innocence aud determined to releaſe 
him. But ye denied the holy one and the 


Juſt, and killed the Prince of Life, whom 


God hath waiſed jrom the dead; whereof 
WS? 
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| we are witneſſes. But the prieſts and ſads Sexzon 


ducees, hearing that the Apoſtles preached was 
thro' Jeſus the reſurreftion from the dead; 
were exaſperated, and laid hands 'on them 


and put them in hold ; and the next day 


brought therh before the Sanhedrim, who 
demanded of them : By what power or nam? 


| they bad done this? Then Peter filled with Chip. iv 


the Holy Ghoſt ſaid to them : Ye rulers of 7 © 8 
the people and elders of Iſrael; if we be ex- 

amined of the good deed done to the 1mpo= 

tent than; be it known unto you all, and to 

all the people of Iſrael, that by the name of 

Yeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, whom ve truci- 

fied, whom God raiſed from the dead, even by 

him doth this man fland here before you 

whole, This had a ſurpriſing effe&t, as well 


it might, on vaſt numbers of people ; who 


hereupon teceived a deep impreflion in fa- 
vour of the Apoftles, and their Maſter. But 
this was only the heginning of this glorious 
diſpenſation ; for the Apoſtles proceeded 
with great fower, 1. e: with a divine force 
of eloquence and miracles, 70 give witneſs of 
the reſurreftion of the Lord Feſus. And 
when the high prieſt and council laid hands 
on them, and put them in priſon, they 
C were 
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The Reſurrefion of Chriſt 


mens were nothing terrified : and when they ſent 


Chap. V. 


wi for them and reprimanded them for filling 
| Jeruſalem with their docrine, and bringing 


the odium of this man's blood upon them, 
(as they called the crucifixion and murder 
of Jeſus Chriſt;) they anſwered : We ought 


to obey God rather than men, The God of our 


«32. fathers raiſed up Teſus, whom ye flew and 


banged on a tree, Him hath God exalted 
with his right hand to be a Prince and a 


Saviour, to give repentance to Tjrael and for- 


giveneſs of fins ; and we are his witneyes of 
theſe things. 


You cannot but POR here the ſtreſs 
the Apoſtles lay upon this, their being wit- 
nefſes of Chriſt's Reſurre&tion, And it 
was ſtrialy and properly the very ſervice to 
which they were choſen and appointed : by 


| them, and no other perſons ; by their teſti- 
 mony and that of no other men, and in no 


other way, would Chriſt have this fa& pub- 
liſhed and made known to the world. To 


ſay therefore, that this evidence might have 
been given by more competent or unexcep- 
tionable witneſſes, is ſaying what it will be 


very difficult to prove. But while the Jew- 


iſh rulers were cut to the heart with the 


_ teſt» 


#luftrated and improved. 
teſtunony borne by the  Apoltles to the re- 
ſurce&ion of Chriſt, and againſt their par- 
tial malicious execrable uſage of him, the 
people were affected, convinced, melted 
into tears, prayers, and repentance ; -and - 
thouſands of them added to the number of 
Chriſt's diſciples. And when the council 
ſummoned the Apoſtles and ordered them 
to be beaten, z, e. ſcourged with rods, in 
their preſence, to gratify their own indigna- 
tion, and expoſe them to public ſhame, 
they ſtrialy charged them not to ſpeak in 
the name of Jeſus, and let them go. But 
this cruel treatment and unjuſt commands 

S of the council terrified them not ; zhey re- 
; Joiced, that they were counted worthy to 
| ſuffer ſhame for his name. And daily in * 
the temple, and in every bouſe, they ceaſed 
not to teach and to preach TFeſus Chriſt, 
Their perſecution and progreſs, their (tea- 
dineſs and ſucceſs, their ardent. zeal for 
their divine Maſter, and the precious ſeed 
they ſowed by their doCtrine and miracles, 
and the quickening they gave it by their 
martyrdom and blood, you are acquainted 
with from the hiſtory of the as of the 
Apoſtles. And we reap the beneficial fruits 

ot of 
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The Reſurrefiom of Chriſt 


' Sz6&mox of it now at the diſtance of more than ſe- 
ſy vyenteen hundred ears; As ſome t 
rye Y- par or 


ARts v. 
38, 39. 


other of the world will do, till the final con- 
ſummation of all things. So prophetical, as 


well as unanſwerable, was the advice and ad- 


monition given to the Jewiſh council by 
that learned Phariſee, Door Gamaliel, the 
tutor of Savl, afterwards the Apoſtle Paul : 
Refrain from theſe men, and let them alone ; 


for if this counſel or this work be of men, it 


awill come to nought ; but if it be of God, ye 
cannot overthrow it ; leſt haply ye be Jon 
even 70 fight againſt God. 


And now, having nokared the evi- 


_ dence, and eſtabliſhed the truth, of our bleſ- 


ſed Saviour's reſurre&tion; and clearly 
ſhown the Apoſtles to be the proper wit- 
nefſes of this fat, and the validity of their 

teſtimony : I proceed to apply the ſubje&. 
| I. What a ſhade does the death and bu- 
rial of our bleſſed Saviour caſt upon 

the preſent world ! 
Upon the vanity and pageantry of it, 
upon the pleaſures and pompof it, the beau- 


ty and magnificence of it; upon all the 


honours and poſleflions of the living, and 
upon 


illuſtrated and improved. EY 
npon all the ſaperb and magnificent monu- Szemox 


ments of the dead ! Of what value, excel- 
lence, or uſe are theſe to mankind ?—The 
beſt and moſt illuſtrious perſon that ever 
lived, lived a life of labour, had no certain 


dwelling-place, - was a man of forrows and 


acquainted with grief, died a violent, igno- 
minious painful death, and was buried in a 
plain unornamented ſepulchre. Happy his 


diſciples and ſervants, from the meaneſt to 
thoſe of the moſt exalted rank; if virtue 
and piety adorn their lives, faith and hope 
ſoften the agony of their death, and piety, 


benevolence, and goodneſs embalm their 
memory. 


I. It follows from hence, that our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour glorified God on earth, 


and finiſhed the work he aye him 


to do. 
Otherwiſe he would have hd left in 


 bades, i. e. the inviſible world, or the ſtate of 


2l 


®* 


the dead; and his body would have ſeen cor- . 


ruption. But God did not leave him there; 
death made him his ſacrifice, but not his 


perpetual ſubje&t. The grave incloied him 
& {hort ſpace, þut could not detain him in 


C 3 ts 
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AQs 1. 4, 
8,9. 


The Reſurrefttion of Chriſt 
its dark dominion. He was raiſed at the 
appointed time by the glory of the Father ; 
ahd after he had been ſuffered to continue a. 
ſufficient time upon earth to render the proof 
of his reſurretion inconteſtable, he took 
him up into heaven, and made the witneſ- 


ſes of his reſurreftion the ſpeRtators of his 
aſcenſion. So the hiſtorian : To whom be 
ſhewed himſelf alive after his paſſion, and 
direfted them to wait for the promiſe of the 
Father. And when they were come to- 
gether he told them, what power they ſhould 
receive, and what teſtimony they ſhould 
bear to him. And when he bad ſpoken 
theſe things : while they beheld, be was 
taken up, 1, e. roſe from the ground on 
which he ſtood, or gently and leiſurely aſ- 
cended higher and higher, ſmiling probably 
on them all, and blefſing every one, as their 
affectionate and departing Lord and Maſter. 
And with what amazement and rapture did 
they faſten their eyes upon him, and lift up 
their adoring hearts and hands, .and follow 
his aſcending body ! They looked ftedfaſtly 
up into heaven till a cloud recezved him out 
ef therr fight z a cloud gilt and brilliant with 
heavenly light and luſtre, ſupported by the 


arms, 


Mlufirated and iRproved, 


arms, and advanced with the wings, of ſur- 
rounding angels, who were now ready to re- 


ceive him as the head of all principality and 


power. Nor did the diſciples preſently re- 


| move from the place. Their aſtoniſhment 


faſtened them to the ſpot ; they ſtill looked 
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up hoping for another ſight of him, watch-_ 


' ing to ſee whether the heavens might not 
open again, and once more bleſs their eyes 


with the lovely object of their wonder, de- 
light and joy. And how long their amaze- 


ment would have kept them in that place 
and poſture, who can ſay, had not 7/wo mer 
 #n white apparel '({probably the angels who 


guarded the ſepulchre) ſazd unto them : Ye 


men of Galilee, why ſtand ye here gazing 


up into heaven? This ſame Teſus who ts taken 
up from you into beaven, ſhall ſo come in 
like manner as ye have ſeen him go into 
beaven, 

Ildly and laſtly, The principal uſe to be 
made of this ſubject is, that it eſta- 
bliſhes the doQrine of the reſurrec- 
tion and of the future judgment. 

The poſſibility of a reſurrection is proved: 
by the evidence of Far. The body of 
C 4 --- Chriſt 


Th. v. 10, 


F208 


Matt,xxil. 


29; 


Ever was in being is fa ſtill ; 


The Reſurreftion of Chriſt 
Chriſt was raiſed; and many bodies of ſaints 
which ſlept in their graves were raiſed withbim 


which was an 1lluftration of the honour of his 


reſurreftion, and a manifeſtation of the quick- 
ening power of the firſt-born from the dead. 
— The difficulties with which the anti- 


ent fadducees, and modern cavillers in- 


cumber the doEtrine of the reſurreCtion, 
are obviated at once in our Saviour's words ; 
They err, not knowing the Scriptures, net- 
ther the power of God, And as for philo- 
ſophers who mock at this glorious a of 
omnipotenge, they publiſh their own ſhame : 
inaſmuch as, on their own principles, they 
muſt acknowledge, that all the matter that 
Not one par- 
ticle of it being annihilated ſince the creq- 
tion till now. And if it exiſts ; 'it is known 


to the Creator, | and always ſubje& to his in- 


ſpeftion and diſpoſal, Creation is the pri- 
mary and principal a& of omnipotence. - 
Numbering the hairs of our head, counting 


_ the ſtars and calling them by their names; 


meaſuring the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, ' meting out heaven with a ſpan, and 
comprehending the duſt of the earth in a 
meaſure, and weighing the mountains in 

ſcales, 


Zlluflrated and improved. 5. 0 
ſcales, and the hills in a balance, is not equal Szzwon 
to creating them. Well may we ſay there- 
fore after this: Is any thing too hard for 

| God? Or with the Apoſtle in his apology 
before Feſtus, Agrippa, and the chief prieſts 
and elders of the Jews: Why ſhould it be Att xxvi. 
thought a thing incredible with you, that God , 
Should raiſe the dead? | 
But perhaps the difficulty with us may 
be concerning the ſame body. ** How can 
any one that dies and turns to duſt in the 
grave riſe with the ſame body? We are 
none of us the fame body we were ſeven or 
ten years ago, and ſhall not be the ſame we 
are now, ſeven or ten years hence. No, 
nor ſhall we have the like uſe for all the 
parts and members of the body we now 
have.” Nor would a wiſe and good man_ 
' wiſh to have ſuch a clog and burden to his 
foul after his reſurreQion, as his body now 
is, Some philoſophers were ſo ſenfible of 
this, that they called them the priſons and 
ſepulchres. of our ſouls. And what with ac- 
_ cidents and diſeaſes, what with natural or 
habitual and conſtitutional tempers and af- 
tections; in what a diſadvantageous light do 
We trequently appear to ourſelves and others ? 
What 
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The Reſurtefion of Chriſt 


SunuoX What appetites and paſſions, what griefs 
— and diſappointments do ſometimes impair our 


health! To what pains and groans are we 


ſubje& in times of ſickneſs! How liable is 
the beauty and comelineſs, of the body to 
change into the contrary extreme! To-day | 
we are lively and happy, to-morrow we 
droop and complain : we riſe in the morn- 

ing what we account well ; but have hardly 
turned ourſelves round balare our eyes lan- 
gviſh, our pulſe faulters, our appetite fick- 


_ ens, and wego toour beds to ſee what theſe 


ſymptoms indicate or threaten ; and perhaps 
by-and-by, we ail what alarms our friends, 


demands the advice of the phyſician, and 


gives pain to thoſe we leaſt of all wiſh either 


_ togrieve or oftend, —And if prayer and me- 


dicine and friendly affiſtance ſucceed and 
prevail for a recovery, what is it to? Why,to 
the ſame calamities and uncertainties again; 


| ts the feebleneſs and tremors of age, to the 
weakneſs or loſs of memory and ſenſes, which 
frequently attend advancing and declining 


years, and at length to the anguiſh and ago-_ 
ny of death, and the corruption and putre- 


faction, as well as the darkneſs and oblivion 


of the grave. And now what advantage bath | 
one 


illuſirated and improved. 

one miſerable mortal above another ? I an- 
| ſwer : None to outward appearance. Allare 

liable to the ſame evils, and ſubje& to the 

| fame diſhonours. All lie down alike in the 
duſt, and are covered with the clods of the 


valley. Learning, titles, wealth, and out- 


ward deſtinQtions avail nothing againſt the 
unalterable appointment of God. Death 
is the way of all the earth; death 7s the 
wages of fin.—But the gift of God is eter- 
_ nal life thro Jeſus Chriſt our Lord? Do not 

Chriſtians die looking for the bleſſed hope ? 
Is not their Lord and Head the Reſurre&1on 
and the life? and ſhall not mortality be fwal- 
lowed up of hife? And 1s not this truth 
brought to light by the goſpel? And don't 


we bear our burdens, and diſcipline our paſ- 


ſions; and endure the chaſtiſements of God 
and the cenſures of men ? don't we ſubmit 
to the, loſſes and diſappointments of the 
world, the languors of age, and to the ſtroke 


of death ; in hope that bis corruptible ſhall 


put on incorruption, and this mortal immorta- 
lity? And have we not the full afſurance of 


faith, that our body ſhall be raiſed, improv- 


ed and fpiritualized, and become a fit com- 


panion for the glorified ſoul, ' not very unlike 


to 
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1 28 The Reſurrefion of Chriſt 

| 4% "90x to the angels, and faſhioned after themodel of 
' wr Chriſt'sglorious body ; no more apriſon, but 

= - the temple of God, ſacred, and undecaying ? 

1 | And is this the hope of worms? Is 

| this an expeRation of our own forming, | 
1 groundleſs and deluſive? No; it is the voice 


of divine revelation, it is the promiſe of Chriſt ; 
and we are begotten unto this hope by his 
1 reſurreion, who is become the firſt fruits 
i of them that ſleep; and who is engaged in 
= - ma ſuch a manner for their revival, that zf* we 
- believe that Jeſus died and roſe again, ſo, that 

_ is, as truly and firmly as we believe that 

Jeſus died and roſe again, ſo ſurely may 

we conclude, that they alſo who fleep in e- 

ſus, God will bring with bim. And this con- 

Rom, xiv. firms our belief of his ſecond coming : for 


9 this cauſe he both died, and roſe and revived, 

F that he might be Lord both of the dead and 

living. And why is he Lord of the dead and 
ZE living? but to remove the living when, and 

as he pleaſes into the ſtate of the dead z; and 

when he raiſes the dead, to change the liv- 

b -- ing, and make them all one company who 


will be commanded to meet the Lord in the 
air, and attend the inconceivable ſolemnities | 
of the work and day of judgment. And 
pan what 
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 lluſirated and improved. 
what the grandeur and triumphs of that 


fight of a deſcending Saviour, and of a diſ- 
F deſcribe, or heart of man conceive ? 

Seertng then, Sirs, that we Jook for ſuch 
things as theſe, ſuch things as a diffolving 


_ viour, and an eternal judgment : what man- 
ner of perſons ought we to be in all boly con- 
verſation end godlineſs ? ED 


SERMON 


day will be, and what aſtoniſhment the 


ſolving world, will create ; what tongue can 


body, a difſolving world, a deſcending- Sa- | 
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| The Goſpel hid from the wiſe, 
and revealed to babes. 


MENOSOKIK I SIO OK NOK ICHOKA 


MATT. XI, 25, 26. 


At that time eſus anſwered and ſaid: T 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt re- 
wealed them unto babes. Even ſo, Father, 


for ſoit feems good in thy fight. 


___—_ of WS HESE words nts 4 fellow 
our bleſſed Saviour's lamentation 
a ROE over the impenitent cities of Gall. 


lee, with whom he remonſtrated in a moſt 
{trik- 


_— 
Wc - 


things from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt 


of this in that remarkable hour rejoiced his 


—_ tn OI Eo PA er rr tony oo 
4 4 l 


The. Goſpel hid from the wiſe, and &: 5x 
ftriking manner; and whoſe awful and af. S=:mow 
fecing expoſtulation equally concerns all wyas 
bodies of people in like circumſtances _ ns 


aggravated guilt, and imminent t danger of 
divine judgments. - 


But the Evangeliſt Luke hath related the 
ſame paflage, as ſpoken by him on a different 
occaſion. In that hour Feſus rejoyced in ſþi- Chay. x. 
rit, and ſaid, 1 thank thee, O Father, Lord *": 
of heaven and earth, that thou haſt bid theſe 


revealed them unto babes. Even ſo, Father, 
far ſo it ſeems good in thy fight, Here the 
divine Saviour breathes out the holy tranſ- 
ports of his devout ſoul upon the return of. 
the ſeventy diſciples, and the report they 
made of their ſignal ſucceſs. This preſented 
him with a view of the compleat vitory his 
goſpel would. obtain over all adverſe powers 
in their fulleſt ſtrength of oppolition, and was 
an earneſt of it : and the pleaſing proſpect 


ſpirit, and led him to aſcribe glory to his al- 
mighty Father for the ſucceſs which would 
attend his coming into the world; and to 
teſtify his acquicicence and complacency in 
his 
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- The Goſpel hid from the wife, 
his ſovereign wiſdom and goodneſs, in th8 
conduit and ifſue of this eternal counfel. 


But whatever was the occaſion on which 
theſe words were delivered, or the inſtruQtion 
they were at firſt deſigned to convey z upon 
reading them with the attention they de- 
mand, the following inquiries inſtantly 


_ Pteſent themſelves to our thoughts :—©* How 
_ could our blefled Saviour thank God for 


hiding theſe things (2. e. divine or ſpiritual 
things) from wiſe and prudent perſons ?— 
And whocan diſcover whatGod ispleaſed to 
conceal ? And how does it canſiſt with the 


_ grace and truth which came by Jeſus Chriſt 


to make that a matter of joy and thankſgiv- 
ing to his altnighty Father, which was like to 


| be ſo greata loſs, and occaſion ſo ſeverea pun- 


iſhmetit to maty wiſe and prudent perſons ?” 
Now I apprehend, theſe difficulties -may- 


| be conſiderably leflehed, if not entirely re- 


moved, by a juſt and fair explication of the 
words before us under the following AUS 
of inquiry : 

J. What are the things to which our Sa 
viour here refers? Fs 

11. Who are the perſons he intends to de- 
ſcribe ?. Eg 
HI, What 


| tha vevealed to babes. © 44 
= - HJ. Whatis meant by hiding theſs things _—_ 
b Wa. from the one, and FOE them to Ls 
I the other? SALES. 


1v. How is this a fat occafion of ; Joy, '; and 
' thankſpiving to bis Father, the + Lord 


of heaven and earth ? 9 


1. What are the things to which out Sas 
viour here refers? 


The general anſwet to hich 3 is? Bis 


own declarations and promiſes, Declara- 
tions conterning the nature and will of 


God—his unity, putity, and perfe&ion z 
and the abſurdity and abſolute impoſhbility 
of there being more Gods than one. De- 
clarations concetning himſelf-—his perſon; 
nature, offices and mifſion from God, who 
came forth in the power of the ſpirit, pteach- 
ing the -goſpel, and teachihg publickly in 
the ſynagogues of the Jews, being glorifed 
of all —And, beſides explaining and confirm- 
!ng thoſe principles and precepts dictated by 
the light of nature, and tabght by the law 
of Moſes, he hath declared all that is com= 
| prized under thoſe important and eotnpre- Yeh, 
| henſive words: Grace and Trath, and which | 
| he himſelf ealls the rhings of our peace, (i: e.) 42: 
| the means of obtaining holineſs and happi-- 
Þ nels, 
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| Ib, vii.g6, 


© The Goſpel bid from the wife, 


neſs, of being reſtored to the divine image 


and favour, and of being bleſſed with the 
hope and promiſe of eternal life ;>—things ne- 
yer ſent from heaven by any other meſſenger 
before, nor taught by any other inſpiration :— 
things ſpiritual and ſublime, momentous and 
intereſting; yet plain and perſpicuous, eaſy 
to be underſtood by humble and teachable 


perſons ; and ſuited and intended to improve 


and adorn the mind of man, and elevate and 


extend his hopes and views into the regions 


of immortality; —things which penetrated tha 
heart of one ruler of the Jews ſo deeply, 
that he confeſſed he was a @ feacher come 


from God, and that no man could ſay and do 


what be did except God were with him. And 
the ſame evidence might have had the like 
effe& upon others, had they been like mind- 
ed. But notwithſtanding the prieſts deſpiſ- 
ed, the people magnified him ; and when 
the rulers ſent officers to apprehend him, 
they heard ſuch things, and ſaw them deli- 
vered with ſuch ſingular amiableneſs, as well 


as ſurpriſing authority, that they returned to 


their ſuperiors with this honourable teſti- 
mony : Never man ſpake hike this man; think- 
'og this a ſufficient *pology for not obeying 

their 


—_y.* 


and revealed to babes, 35 
their orders, and as good as telling them, Szauon 
that had they heard him themſelves, they _ 
would have acted as they did. FWhence Mar: xiii. 
bath this man this wiſdom ? was a natural © 
queſtion for any of his hearers to aſk ;—eſpe- 
cially any who felt the energy, and diſcerned 
the purity of his doctrine, its ſuitableneſs to 
the ſtate and condition of their ſouls ; and 
the ſurpriſing difference between his inftruc- 

tions, and what they uſually received from 
their own teachers. 

If therefore any genuine Chriſtian of 
competent years and underſtanding in his 
religion ſhould be aſked : What things his 
Maſter taught mankind, different from, or ſu- 
perior to any other teachers? he might readi- 
ly anſwer :—Paith in himſelf as a divine Sa- 
viour; the malignant nature, and conſequent 
danger of fin ; the certainty and promiſe of 

pardon and acceptance with God ; the doc- 

 trine of repentance and regeneration ; the 
 loveof God and our neighbour ; the excel- 

lency of the ſoul, and the wiſdom and im- 
portance of its ſalvation ; the apparent emp- 

tineſs and vanity of the world ; and the infi- 
nite ſuperiority of ſpiritual to temporal 
things : 3 the honour and pleaſure of piety 

"DB a” and 


' The « Goel bid PI the wiſe, 


uy and goodneſs, of contentment with what 

w—— We enjoy, of patience under what we endure, 
truſting in God with all our hearts,  mortifi= 
cation, ſelf denial, forgiveneſs of enemies, 
and injuries, and univerſal candour and cha- 
rity. This is a ſhort ſketch of thoſe things 
which were inculcated by this illuſtrious 
teacher : and when I have added, that he 
preached the doctrines of the reſurrection of 
the dead, and the eternal jadgment, I may 
proceed to the ſecond inquiry, which was 


11. Who are the wiſe and prudent from 
whom theſe things are ſatd to " hid? 


| Now, if by W fe and prudent we were to. 
underſtand pious and religious perſons, who 
are wiſe in the beſt and nobleſt ſenſe, wiſe unto 
ſalvation, who are bleſt with the wiſdom 
which comes down from above, which weare 
directed to aſk of God, and which is the pa- 
Trent of a lovely train of virtues amiable and 
honourable in the fight of God and man ; if 
(I fay) we were to underſtand theſe words 
of our bleſſed Saviour in this ſenſe, we 
ſhould be very unjuſt to him, and the cha- 
racter he here repreſents: Indeed in this 
ſenſe they are not true ; for theſe truly wiſe 


Ss and Prudent are the people who attend to 
theſe 


2 #- & #. 


ond roveahs t babes. © 


theſe things and from whom they arenot hid, 
but to whom God reveals them by his ſpirit; 
We muſt therefore ' ſeek. for another 
ſenſe, and our Saviour himſelf has direted 
us to one which is both eaſy and expreſſive: 
The children of this world are wiſer in their 


generation than the children of light (i. e.) 
Good perſons are not ſo prudent and dili- 
gentin the things of religion, and the world 


to come, as worldly men are in their affairs 
| andaQtions. By the wiſe and prudent, there- 
| fore he here intends the ſubtle and ſagacious, 
E or cunning and. dextrous; ' for tho':in reality; 
| andin the beſt ſenſe this is not wiſdom ; yet 


it is beyond all contradiQtion ſo eſteemed by 


the generality of mankind, We all know 
that this world, with all the treaſure it con- 


tains, is precarious and momentary ; its plea- 


ſure and honours deceitful and dangerous ; 
and frequently obtained by ſuch means, and 
enjoyed in ſuch a manner as are neither hon- 
ourable nor fafe, But if otherwiſe, what is 


their. value or uſe? What is there in them 
truly excellent and noble? Eſpecially, what 


{upport or comfort can they afford when zhe 
days of darkneſs approach, . or. the night. i in 
which God requires our fouls of us? 


D 3 Or 


Luk.xvi.8, 
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The Goſpel bid from the wiſe, 
Or again, by wiſe and prudent may be 


w— meant proud ſophiſts and pretenders to wiſe 
1Cor.i.26. dom ;: ſuch as the apoſtle calls wiſe men after 


the flifh. In the apoſtle's manner of preach-. 
ing, he declares the doQrine of the croſs of 


_ ____ Chriſt ſacred and venerable, which he 
Ib.ver.17. preached not 11th tbe wiſdom of words, leſt it 


ſhould be of no effett; not with the rhetorical 
and philoſophical flouriſh and accuracy, leſt 
the ſucceſs of this doQtrine ſhould appear to 


| be owing rather to art and oratory, than to its 
own native ſimplicity and purity ; and for 


this he was the jeſt and ſcorn both of Jews 


_ and Gentiles. The former would not bear 


to hear their Mefſiah repreſented as a mean 
obſcure perſon ; and the latter, who had been 
for ſome time renowned for learning and 
ſcience, conſidered it as an affront to their un- 
derſtandings to be called on to believe fo im- 
probable a ſtory; and they accordingly 
laughed at it, and at him for his manner of 
relating it. *« What! Venerate a man deſtitute 
of birth and education ? expect to be ſaved 
by one who could not fave himſelf ? a deſpi- 
cable and miſerable malefa&tor condemned to 
death, and who was made a curſe ; to ex- 


peR 


 ._#nd revealed to babes, 
pect that he ſhould be able and authoriſed: 
toinſtrudt, and bleſs, and ſavea world ?” what 
philoſopher, politician, or man of: wit and: 
humour, would not treat ſuch a tale-with 
contempt and derifion ? The croſs of Chriſt; 
| in which St. Paul gloried, was 70 tbe Fews'g 
ftumbling-block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs, 
Finally, by w/e here may be meant vain 
and * concezted perſons. ' Solomon ſpeaks of 


ſuch as are wiſe in their own eyes with :con- 
fiderable contempt, and pronounces-'them 


the greateſt fools, and leaft hopeful of making 
improvement. Seeft thou a man wiſe -in' bis 
' own eonceit ? there is more hope of a fool 
than of him. This obſervation which is con- 


firmed by the experience of all ages, was ne- 


ver more apparent than amongſt the Scribes 
and Phariſees in the time of our blefled Sa- 
viour. They were properly men of this 

world who were ' wiſe in their generation ; 
they truſted in themſelves that they were 
_ righteous and deſpiſed others ; their treat- 
mentof himdiſcovered the greateſt malignity 
as well as haughtineſs ; their pride-was veno+ 
mous, as well as odious; and what with their 


arrogance, hypocriſy, and worldlineſs, what 


Nu the falſe and hurtful-dodrines they re- 
| 5 D 4 tailed 
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42 The Gdſpe! bid, fromthe wiſe, 
hls 7h "= tailed-out to the people in [their preaching; 
—— they-provoked our: Saviour. to more. tranſ- 
port and indignation, than he ever diſcovered 
towards: any other perſans, or on any other 
 gcecalion,; He:ſpake many pointed parables, 

KC | - -  of:-whioh: they felt: both jthe. truth and 
"ht |  power'5« but -by: reaſon of the hardneſs of | 
mh their hearts they had-no more effe, than 
7 li _: ſhoating/arrows againſt a rock, or plunging 
1 them into the boſom of the ſea. - 
IR And.now having ſeen who are the wiſe 
Is | || ond; priagent,- we are to PLE who are 
Wl || tg 4 racant by babes? . | 1 
EH  _. : a he anſwer tomhichis 2 either aawent a 
lower degree of under/landing ; having no- 
thing/in them eminent and. diſtinguiſhing, 
no_ mighty force of genius, and-no oppor- 
tunity; for improvement by education ; plain 
people, who underſtand common things in a 
tolerable manner, but 'make no pretenfions 
to any great infight' into the. _ of this 
world-or another, - 
Or perſans of a bunible "T4 tarckable at 
pofition and temper; open tothe light of 
truth; and free from prejudice, luſt and 
paſſions. without contracted habits of fin, 
ww. Fab: evi} MS a as incline them to 
FITS per- 


_ Eloquence and oratory of this world'to ren- 


rand ps to babes. © 
perverſeneſs and obſtinacy; gentle and yield- 


ing to inſtruction, apt to receive. Impreſ-. NY 


fions favourable to their beſt and trueſt in- 
tereſt, and the moſt likely to ſecure the 
peace and happineſs of their minds and lives. 
And it is obſervable very much to the honour 
of perſons of this character, that of theſe were 


the firſt | diſciples, and the firſt miniſters of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Upon the prieſts and: elders 


he made but little imprefſion, men-of learn- 


ing and policy cared for : none of theſe things. 


Where there was the leaſt ambition'and: at- 


tachment to this world, the leaſt-:fuel for: 
angry and corrupt affeftions to feed? upon; 
there divine light entered; with the moſt for- 


cible and gentle'inſinuation, and theſe things' 
were: received with all readineſs of - mind. 
And was it not highly probable, that ſuch 'as, 
comparatively with the oppoſite charaGter, 
might be ſtiled babes would do this, .as they 
had fewer prejudices and cooler paſſions;'and 
eſpecially, as the Father and Lord of heaven 


and earth . would by their converſion- exalt 


his own Son and his own grace above all ſe-: 


cular glory and grandeur ; and evince'that he 


neither needed, nor would be beholdento the 


der 


a 
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42» The Goſpel bid from the wiſh, 
Sexuox der Jeſus Chriſt, and his goſpel, era 
was and effeftual to falvation : Perf 254 


THdly, The next inquiry is, oY is ak 
| by Ged's hiding theſe thi ngs from the wiſe 
- endprudent; ; and revealing themunto babes? 


© The latter part of this i inquiry ſeems to ad- 
mit a pretty .caſy anſwer. Revealing here may 
_ denote illuſtrating, or inforcing, or rendering, 
by ſuitable means and endeavours, theſe things 
- more convincing or edifying; which is. a 
highly gracious act in God, and very ſuit- 
able to the infinite goodneſs of his nature, 
| and agreeable to the courſe of his provi- 
dence. It is his uſual method to encourage 
Ifa.lxviz. lowly, meek, and humble ſouls ; Untothis man 
will Took who is of a bumble and contrite ſpirit, 
PL, xv.9. and who trembleth at my word. The meek will 
Bi ik be guide in judgment, and the meck will be teach 
{if Jaiv.b. Bis way. God refteth the proud, ſets himſelf 
againſt, and in oppoſition to them, and it is | 

Job, x1. 2. divinely proper; that haughty ſcorners ſhould 
meet with juſt rebuke. Shall he that con- 
_ fendeth with the Almighty infiruft him? be 
that reproveth God let him anſwer it, Tho. 
Pfalm tbe Lord be bigh, yet bath he reſpe& unto the 
Om. lowly ; but the proud be knoweth afar off, (viz.) 
with diſtance and diſdain, as they know or 
treat 


' and revealed to babes, a3 
treat others; and is there not a cauſe ? Do not —_—_ 
they diſpute his authority, reſiſt his will, GN 
and receive his declarations and counſels 
with a murmuring, or wrangling, and diſpu- 
tatious temper ? but he giveth grace to the 
humble ; they receive theſe things joyfully 
and otathfully. Humility is a favourite cha- 
rater with the bleſſed God, and is expreſs= 
ly declared by our bleſſed vuviour the quali- 

= fication eſſentially neceſſary to the embrac- 

| ingandi improving in his religion. Perily 1 Mark x; 

| fay unto you, whoſoever ſhall not retteive the '5 
kingdom of God as a little child, be -fhall not 
enter therein. The dottrine of ſalvation by 
the croſs of Chriſt is a ſtumbling-block to 
the envious Jew, and to the ſcornful Greek 

 fooliſfineſs : but they who diſcern the na- 
ture, and apprehend the danger of fin, 
whoſe eyes are opened, who labour and are 
heavy laden with the pain and burden of 
guilt and fear, the atarming anguiſh of an 
awakened conſcience, and the terrifying ap- 
prehenfions of wrath to come, they won't 
deride it, or make light of it, or count it 
needleſs, or call it a cunningly deviſed fable ; 
but receive it as a divine counſel, and the 
author of it as an able and all-ſufficient Sa- 


viour, 


ry " v7 1-4 $3 23 
_ * p an I? EO Og fe OY ITO CN 
a ds WI TER IOIS ove 23 2c 2 
Pw % - Lad - i Skin ws _ 73: Bea 5 p ES I Ec ett, - 
v dns de bt Dal Os oo ans .. EU 4 NR on fr gs; ” = PL: Y ns, To 
2 ee Rs ES ts oi Wo Ed CT OE EL 3 FT 1; < 
OY RES Ns ay DS he "rf Fe, Te Et ONS EO! Y n b 
ET TI I Lo One, WE Be « 
y Ph Ee WES VIS 620 La Ee I tag 
vb REI FI 0h EE * FR OR , a 
- 


The .Goſpel- bid from the wiſe, 
viour, whoſe perfeR rightcouſneſs, and eter- 
nal, redemption, raiſe in them joy unſpeak- 
able and full of glory. To ſuch babes God 
reveals: theſe things ; ; bleſſes them with the 
conſolation. which is in Chriſt, gives them 
an inward. ſenſe of his love, and an experi- 
mental knowledge of the.nature and efficacy 
of his word, and the influences and comforts 
of his Holy Spirit. bo Lay on 

This, may ſuftice for the facomer part «f 
this inguiry,; the latter part may. perhaps 


ines appear more obſcure, and of leſs eaſy inter- 


pretation. .. .. But to clear it of all difficulty it 
ſhould be conſidered; that.in the language of 
Scripture. God is ſaid. to do what he doth not 
binder, or what he permits to be done ; or, 
what though he infallibly knows it will be 
the conſequence of ſuch a courſe and con- 
du, * yet he does not prevent by any poſi- 
tive influx upon_ the mind of a free agent, 
or any extraordinary interpoſition of his pro- 
vidence.. Thou baſt hid theſe things means, 
that he did not diſcoyer theſe things to theſe 
peop le in the ſame conſpicuous and. .con- 
vincinglight that he did to others: and which 
was not obliged to do, and which be had 
no reaſon to do, and was provoked not tq 
do ; becauſe, notwithſtanding Oy were wiſe 
<Þ and 
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_ and revealed to. babes. © 45 
and learned, they were unthankful and evil: ORg MON 
— They were inſenfible.of any diſeaſe, and ww 
unapprehenfive of any danger ; they applied 
for  no' remedy, and fought for no-protec- 
tion 3 | they were ſelf-conceited and ſelf- 
willed, they refuſed the heavenly phyſician, 
they. deſpiſed the offered mercy : and there- 
fore it pleaſed God, after great patience and 
long trial, to leave them to their own per- 
verſe diſpoſition and temper of mind; which 
iſſued in their deſpiſing Jeſus Chriſt, and 
rejecting his goſpel, More than: this is 
not 'here intended, and ought not to be 


aſſerted. It 1s unqueſtionably certain, that 
God hbzdes not the goſpel from any to whom 


he ſends it; by any a& of his upon their 
minds, hindering them from receiving it, 
and complying with its deſign : for this is 
utterly inconſiſtent with every perfeCtion of 
his nature, and ignfication of his will ; and 
would ſet him in ſuch a light as aparent, 
and a judge, as no reaſon of. man can 
vindicate from the higheſt ſeverity, and cru- 
elty. Is he not the univerſal parent of man-+ 
kind ? and will he treat his offfpring. with 


mockery ? Is he not the judge of all the 
earth ? and fpall not the Judge of all zhe earth Genef. 


as XVII, 25e 


The Goſpel hid From the wiſe, 
do right @ 1s there (ſays the Apoſtle) un- 
righteouſneſs awith'God? Ged forbid What! 
with him, who is the fountain of righteouſ- 
neſs? whoſe eternal and immutable _reci- 
| tude is the glory and. perfeCtion of | his na- 
ture? To entertain ſo much as a ſuſpicion 
of this in any caſe, would be both unwar- 
 rantable and ungrateful : but to ſuppoſe it i 
a matter of the higheſt nature, and of infinite 
conſequence to the ſalvation of men, after 
the evidence and demonſtration he has given - 
of the contrary, muſt be the boldeſt im- 
piety and blaſphemy. What! The bleſſed 
God offer light and truth to a dark deceived 
world, and expe and demand their accep- 
tance and improvement of them ; and yet 
cloſe their eyes, or hide theſe things in ime 
penetrable darkneſs! command mankind 
| to repent and embrace the goſpel, and de- 
clare it fatal to them if they do it not; and. 
yet give them no power, nay diſable then, 
from doing it, by controuling the freedom 
of their will! What! He, whoſe goodneſsen- 
dureth for ever, and which anointed kings 
and venerable prophets have celebrated in all 
generations, conclude thoſe under a neceſ- 
fity of periſhing by a fatal decree, under 

that 


C 


* and calls the world to bear witneſs ; hat be 


wy” revealed fo FSC l 47 


_ that Sgnfares, which hedeclares the means —_— 
of their ſalvation ; defeating thus, by a ſecret 
will, the deciews intention :of his. revealed | 
will! Impoſſible + Abſolutely and utterly 
impoſſible. He puts his very Deity upon it, Dev: © 
is a God of truth and without iniquity, juſt 

and right is be. | 


| In a word, in the ſenſe only, i in which God 


is faid to harden Pharaoh's heart, and to ſend Exod. ix, 
a lying ſpirit to deceive the kings of Iſrael : IE hs 
and Judah ; and in which our blefſed Savi- xii. 23. 
our is ſaid to come into the world, not to Mat.x.34. 
fend peace, but a Fword, and to ſet families 
and mankind at variance ; in the like ſenſe 
only, I ſay, can God be underſtood to 
bide the things of their peace from the wiſe 
and prudent. And after the ſolemn affur- 
ſurances and repeated declarations, it has 
pleaſed him to make of his kind intention 
towards all to whom he ſends the goſpel; it 
| ſeemsto be a leſs abſurdity to ſuppoſe an al- 
 teration in the whole frame of nature, its 
' beauty deformed, its laws reverſed, its vari- 
ous tribes to have afſumed different and con- 
trary inſtints and affeRions ; than that the. 
goſpel of ſalvation ſhould be ſent from the 
all-merciful God, with all the numerous and 
luſ- 
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28 LS, The Gopal bid from the wiſe, 


S:xu0% j[luftrious-propoſals'ahd promiſes it coritding, 

hy for any other reaſon; than to open men's eyes, 

TY and turn them from darkneſs tb light, antl 
from the power of ſatan unto God ; that they 
may receive forgiveneſs of fins, and inheritance 
among them which are ſant7ified by cy: that 
is in Chriſ}, 


I now proceed to the laſt inquiry, (viz.) 


'1V. How | is this a fit occaſion of our Savi- 
our*s joy and thankſgiving to God bis F ather? 


1 anſwer : that the deſiruQtion of theſe un- 

Luke ix. happy and devoted cities was no joy to that 
> bleſſed Perſon, who came not to deftiroy 
men's lives, but to ſave them ; any more than 

that of Jeruſalem, the city of God's ſolem- 

Lute. xix. Dities, whoſe dreadful ruin he foreſaw and 
41,42 foretold with tears. JVhen be came near ts 
the city be wept over it.; and uttered that ne- 

ver to be forgotten exclamation, ſayings 1/ 

thou hadſt known, even thou (q. d.) O that 

thou badſi known ? or, how happy for thee 

if thou hadſt known—in this thy day, the 

things which belong unto thy peace ! but now 

they are hid from thine eyes ! He, who was 

orieved for the hardneſs of men's hearts, 

| and uſed all fit and proper. means to ſoften 

and ſubdue them, could not rejoice that 

they 


Rn 
Wl. 


; - wasan occaſion of mourning, rather than re- 


"I Y? 
45 
79 


end revealed to babes, 


they hardened themſelves, and became deaf 


as adders, and unimprefſible as rocks. This 


joycing to his holy and compatſonate ſou], 
But the 'preſent occaſion of his Joy - 
thankſgiving might be, 

\ 1, That his kingdom was now to be erec- 


49 


$ermon 


ted and eſtabliſhed ageinſt the powers of 


darkneſs in their utmoſt ſtrength. | 
How full was the world of atheiſm, idolatry, 


and all the groſs and ſcandalous rites of ſuper-_ 


ſtition that could be conceived ? Every kind 


of vice was publick, faſhionable, unconceal- 


ed. Wickedneſs wore no maſk, and ſought 
no corner. Were they at all aſhamed ?—no , 
they were not aſhamed, neither aid they 
bluſh, How did the God of this world 


rule in the hearts of the children of diſobe= 


dience !—What ſlaves were finners to his ty- 


ranny ;- that is, to their own luſts and vices ? 


2nd what an inſolent and uncontroulable dos 


miniondid heexerciſe, over thoſe whoereted 
temples to fiitious deities; inventing ſacrifices 


and ritesof worſhip, cruel and obſcene as well 
as abſurd and ridiculous; bowing down to 
graven images and gods of wood, and braſs 
and ſtone, which could neither hear not 
ſee, nor walk ; and theſe were ſo numerous, 
- >>. 
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The Goſpel bid from the noiſe, 


and their temples ſo adorned with pageants, 


ww and crowded with worſhippers, that it ſeem- 


ed an open inſult upon the blefled God, and 
a defiance of his majeſty, an uſurpation of 


his throne; and a ſucceſsful retaliation for 


the loſs of his firſt habitation, and the chains 
of darkneſs with which he was bound. But 
now the ſeventy diſciples returning with this 


report : Lord, even the devils are fubjett to us 


thro' thy name : He ſaid unto them : T beheld 
ſatan as lightening fall from heaven, (i. e.) 
« ſuddenly, irreſiſtibly, and irrecoveraÞly : 
mine eye accompanied you, my ſpirit ſe- 
cured your ſucceſs; now 2s the judgment of 
this world, now ts the prince of this world 
caſt out ; my father s honour 1s vindicated, 
and bis throne ſecured from further inſult. 
The powers of darkneſs tremble at the exe- 
cution done by the ſword of the ſpirit ; they 


have had their hour; but now it is mine to 


go forth conquering and to conquer, to lead 
captivity captive, to defliroy him who bad 
the power of death, and deliver them, who 
through fear of death were all their hije- 
tame ſubject to bondage.” Who ſhould give 
luſtre to the Father's crown and dignity but 
the Son; whom God has exalted with his 

right 


and revealed to babes, 


and who hath on hrs veſture and on bis thigh 
a name written: Kang of kings, and HOW of 
lords ? 

| 2. Our bleſſed Saviour might now give 
© thanks to his Father, that the ſucceſs of his 
| goſpel was promoted by ſuch inſtruments, as 
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| and wiſdom of God. 
| And whowere theſe ? the wiſe and the pru- 


E dent, men of learning and power, prieſts and | 
| politicians, oratorsand philoſophers? no, from 
- them theſe things werehid; they disbelieved,they 


| deridedthem, accounting them hardly worth 
| examining, or utterly incapable of proof. But 


| had enjoyed no advantages of education ;— 


| > honeſt, modeſt, artleſs men, choſen on pur- 
. poſe to ſhow, that the ſignal and glorious ef- 
F | fects of the goſpel were not owing to any 
, i ſubtlety of reaſoning, any flowers of orato- 
_ IE 'y, any depth of policy, or fo any enticing 
K | words of man's wiſdom, but to the demon= 
- | firation of the ſpirit and power. The only 
; {W =rocd man amongſt the apoſtles does the 


+ |tigheſt honour to the dodrine of the croſs ; 


| babes; men of no great capacity, and who 


E 2 and 


v1 


right band to be a prince and. a Saviour ? Sexvon 


Who is attended with the armies of heaven, wv 
Rev. xix. 


t16, 


| did high and immediate honour to the _ 


1 Cor. 11. 
. 4+ | 


x Cor. 1, 
17. 


Ver. 26. 


Ver. 20. 
21, 


noble are called. Some are, but not many : 


| his Son. For There 7s the wiſe ? where ts the 


ſeribe? where is the diſputer of this world? 


The Goſpel hid from the wiſe, 
and 'moſt ſtrongly recommends the plaineR: 
manner of preaching it ; and carries the tri. 
umphs of it over all the wiſdom and learn- 
ing of this world, higher than any other man, 
All the knowledge he obtained by being 
brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, he laid 
down at the foot of the croſs. Chriſt ſent 
me, ſays he, 7o preach the goſpel ; not with 
the wiſdom of words, left the croſs of Chriſt 
ſhould be made of none effef, i, e. be di- 
minithed or eclipſed. He adds: You ſee-your 
calling, brethren, that not many wiſe men 
after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many 


and they who are, are not called to grace 
his cauſe, or add trophies to the victory of 


bath not God made fooliſh the wiſdom of this 
world? For after that in the wiſdom of God, 
the world by wiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed 
God by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave 
them that believe : There are moſt marvel- 
lous and illuſtrious diſcoveries made of di- 
vine wiſdom in the whole ſcheme of the 
goſpel, and in the manner of preaching and 
promoting it, in fo much that the foclif} mn 
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and revealed t babes. 


of God, 1. e. the methods of divine condudt; 


men take upon them to cenſure and deſpiſe; 
are ſhown to be infinitely ſuperior to all'tbeir 
wiſdom, and his weakneſs to all their power. 


| . I add: that in this glorious and Impor- 
| tant hour our bleſſed Saviour rejoiced at the 
| view he had of the efficacy of his doctrine, the 
| happy conſequences attending his manifeſta- 
| tion and miniſtry ; and the ample vindication 
© he ſhould quickly receive from the unjuſt and 
© injurious reproaches of: his enemies. 


$0 holy and venerable a perſon as the Son of 


| God, ſuch things as he taught and did; 
' and ſo amiable and illuſtrious as his example 

| was for meekneſs, patience, and all good- 
| neſs, might have merited and attrafted can- 
” dour and attention at leaſt, And fo it did, 

| and much more from the people. But froin 
| the men of learning and power who were 
| devoted to the world, ſought honour of 
| men, and loved their praiſe more than that 
| of God, he met with a treatment immeaſur- 


| ably indecent and contemptuous. | They 
* inſulted him, they ſtudied to inſnare him; to 
| expoſe him to the ſecular power, they vili- 
| fied him, they charged him with a confe- 
; | deracy with the devil, and ſought his life; 
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The Goſpel bid from the wiſe 


Sexzwor and were ſo full of vitious prejudice and 


LW— malice, that in 


preſent circumſtances they 


Jo. v.44: could not believe. How can you beheve, ſays 


Ver. 27. 


fus rejoiced in ſpirit ; 


he: 1. e. there is no convincing and perſuad- 
ing ſuch. perſons as you, it is morally im- 
poſſible. God hides divine truths from eyes 
wilfally and obſtinately ſhut againſt the 
light, and reveals them to perſons of a humble 
and teachable temper. Well! in the midſt 
of all this mortification and ill uſage, Te- 
declared that all things 
were delivered unto him of bis Father. He 
foreſaw his farther ſufferings and approach- 


| Ing death ; but was ſure of his refurreCtion by 
the glory of his Father, and the power and 


promiſes he ſhould give to his diſciples; and 


| how fully and faithfully they would diſ- 


charge . their commiſſion, vindicating his 
charaQter with firmneſs and magnanimity, 
and ſpreading his goſpel with diligence and 
miraculous power ; and that every prophecy 


and promiſe relating to the glory, extent and 


ſtability of his church, ſhould be punctually 
accompliſhed : Hereu pon be rejoiced i en ſpirit, 


be gave thanks to his Father, and teſtified his 


entire and abſolute acquieſcence in his will: 
Evenſo, Father, for H t ſeemed good in thy fight. 
The 


q x 
Hap 
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and revealed to babes. 
The application of the ſubject may be Szamon 


as follows. 
1. What an illuſtrious and adarable per- 


fon is the Son of God, and of what infiniteim- 
portance are the things he delivered | 


His do&trine and miracles were asclear a proof 
| to oneruler of the Jews that he was a divine 
| meſſenger, as they ought to have been to all. 


Nicodemus, a ruler of the Fews, came to 
Feſus by night, and ſaid unto him : Rabbi, 
We know thou art a teacher come from 
God; for no man can do theſe miracles 
that thou doſt, except God be with him. 
Here was a wiſe and prudent man, inge- 


F nuous and well-diſpoſed, a lover of truth, 


and open to conviction. And behold the 
effect! Had the reſt received theſe things 
with the like readineſs of mind, they 


might have been alike happy. But they were 


vain-glorious and conceited, they put rheſe 
things far from them, and ſo judged them- 


| ſelves unworthy of eternal life : i. e. they 


proudly and obſtinately rejected thoſe diſco- 
veries and direftions which tended to this 


II 


Wy 


Jo. 1,2, 


ARts xiii, 
46. 


glorious end ; and had they been ſuitably. 
improved, would have ifſued in it. But was 


not this lamentable, was 1t not provoking ? 
E:4- what ! 


47 


Ver. 46, 


The Gefpel bid from the wiſe, 


Sermon what! ſcorn and blaſpheme' the Son of 
| wr God? make oo of truths which angels 


ſtoop to look into ? neglect or deſpiſe a re- 
ligion, which is ſo admirably ſuited to reſtore 
mankind to God, to purify and perfect their 


natures ;z and every precept, -promiſe, and. 


declaration of which has this apparent ten- 
dency ? Let us rather ſay, with the moſt live- 
ly joy: Hoſanna to him who cometh unto 
ws in the name of the Lord! And with 
profound humility place ourſelves at his feet 
to hear his word; attending diligently on 
the miniſtry of thoſe to whom 72h:s grace 7s 


Tph. 5ii.8. grven to preach to mankind the unſearchabte ; 


riches of Tefus Chriſt, 


2. How much more likely are ſome 


than others to receive and improve the goſpel. 


Witneſs the young man of whom it 
is related, that Jeſus loved him ; he diſcern-. 
ed what was amiable and excellent in him; 
and declared him not far from the kingdom 
of God. So he rejoiced in ſpirit, that tho 


politic conceited men rejected the grace and 


truth which came hy him, babes did not. 
God revealed them to the humble, modeſt, 
and teachable. And we read in the 13th of 
the Acts, that when the Apoſtles Paul and 


Bar-+ 


Z | and revealed to babes. 65: 2 
| Barnabas declared -they had Chriſt's com- Szxnov 
F: miſſion, and command to ſet him forth as a Lu 
light to the gentiles, and that be ſhould be for. 

ſalvation to all the ends of the earth. While 

the fiery furious Jews out of pride and pre-' 
Judice oppoſed the things which they had 
delivered, contraditing and blaſpheming 

the gentiles were of a different temper, they 

awere glad and glorified the word of the 

Lord: and as many as were determined for Ver. (8. 
zternal life, and had their hearts ſet upon 

this as the one thing needful, reſolved by 

the grace of God to make a public and open 
profeſſion that they believed and embraced 

the goſpel. And' though from the divine 

original and apparent tendency of the 'reli- 

gion of our blefſed Saviour, one would won- 

der, it met with ſo much oppoſition, and 

made no more progreſs in the world : in- 

fidels and apoſtates ſhould be told, that it 

gave early proof of its light and luſtre; and 
| ſeldom failed of the happieſt effects on all. 

| perſons, who examined it with impartiality 
” and candour, We read, that @ great num- ,,_. - 
| ber of the Tewiſh refs were obedient 70 Phil. i 
the faith, It had i#ts witneſſes in Ceſar's ** 
bouſbold. And while the firſt preachers of 
| the 
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58 The Goſpel hid from the wiſe, 
SK ; "i the goſpel reaſoned with the Jews, opening 
ys and alledging, that Chriſt muſt needs have 

ſuffered, and riſen again from the dead; and 

that this Feſus whom I preach unto you tis 
' Chrifl, or the promiſed expeRted Mefliah : 
Ads xvii. ſome of them believed, and of the devout 
at Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief 
women not a few. Such as are of the noble 
ſpirit of the Bereans, who love truth, and 
the God of truth ; who are weary of the 
| burden+ of fin, and ſincerely regard their 
ſouls, and ſeek the happineſs of immorta- 
lity ; they will ſearch the ſcriptures, they 
will examine their evidence: and if they 
are the word of God and of eternal life, 
they will embrace and obey them, whether 
they be phariſees, philoſophers, politicians, 

- courtiers, or men of meaner rank or lower 
occupation, As many as clearly diſcern the 
emptineſs and inſufficiency of this preſent 
world, and are heartily diſpoſed and deter- 

' mined for eternal life, will; believe and em- 
brace the goſpel. 

3.Itisowingtothemſelves, not to God, when 

any finally refuſe the things of their peace. 
Remiſſion of fins and eternal life are 
offered freely and univerſally according to 
our 


and revealed to babes. 


our Lord's commiſlion : Go preach the goſpel 
to every creature. And on account of: the 
glorious univerſality of this gracious offer, as 
well as on many others, it is called a 
great ſalvation. And when our bleſſed Lord 
is here ſaid to rejoice in ſpirit, and give thanks 
to his Father, the Lord of beaven and earth ; 

| for what was this? Was it that any would 
| reject the goſpel, receive it in vain, and per- 
iſh-under it, and tread his blood under their 
feet, and do defpite to the ſpirit of his orace? 
No. He was grieved for the hardneſs of ſuch 


$9 
_— 


RE 1 , 
Mark xvi. 
Is. 


Heb. 11. 3s 


hearts; He wept over the miſery and ruin 


of thoſe places, whoſe inhabitants rendered 
them the ſeats of his Father's vengeance, But 
he rejoiced, that the unbelief of ſome did not 


hinder the faith and ſalvation of others : he 


knew God put no reſtraint upon the will of 
man, laid no intelligent agent under a ne- 
ceflity of periſhing under the goſpel. If 
there is a fault, and ſurely there is a very 
great one, in not receiving the goſpel ; whoſe 


is it Whoſe can it be? but his, who will ſo. 


not come unto Chriſt that he may have life ; 


who has no ears to hear, nor heart to at-_ 


tend to ths things that are ſpoken; but be- 
comes 


Ja. i. 13, 
14. 


Jer. xiu. 
23. 


The Gofpel bid from the wiſe, 
comes a veſſel of wrath, ' and prepares him- 
ſelf for deſtrution. Therefore, 
4+ It is of the utmoſt conſequence to us 


that. we watch: over our own ſpirits. 


The blame due. to the irregularity and diſor- 


7 der of their ſpirits, ſome are apt to lay on. 
ſomething out of their own power to help or * 
hinder ; as if fate and chance occaſioned their 


fin and. miſery, and choice and deſign had 
little or nothing to do in the matter. And 
true it is that corruption and diſorder is na- 
tural to man, and. inſeparable without the 
help and affiſtance of God. But what is 
that help, if not the grace of Chriſt,- if not 


the pure and perfect religion he taught the 


world ? and why doth not this anſwer its end? 
Why doth it not mend our hearts, and bring 
them to God ? When a man ſins 7s be temp- 


ted of God? No, but of bis own luſt ;— 


Which, when it is not oppoſed, or only faint- 
ly, and not uniformly and reſolutely, will 
gain the aſcendant, and bring us into bon- 


_ dage. As the greateſt danger to our-ſouls 


proceeds from bad habits, as the prophet 
ſtrongly expreſſes it: Can the Aithiopian 


change his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots ? then 


may ye alſo do good, that are accuſtomed to do 
evil ; 
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and revealed to. babes; 61 
evi/: therefore our 'care ought: to. be. to I 
prevent the firſt wrong ſtep ; or if we fail in wy 
thit, to make the! moſt! wary and ſpeedy 


retreat. ' In a word, our ſafety as well as 


our peace depends upon our circumſpeQtion 


and watchfulneſs over our own fpirits ; 

without this, we have no warrant to hope 

for that : grace of Chriſt, wwitbout which we To. xv. 5. 
can do nothing, and that flrength of his I \ bs og w0% 
which we can do all things. 

To conclude : letus carefully: canddee this 
example of our bleſſed Saviour, in our me- 
ditations on the conduct of divine provi- 
dence, and in all our addreſſes to God Ty 
prayer and thankſgiving. ; 


This prayer is a fine 'pattern of dank 


There is ſomething i in it thatistrulynoble and 
elevated, as well as pertinent and excellent ; 


the ſentiment isdivine and rapturous. The ho- 
ly and devout ſoul of the Son of God ſeems to 

| be employed in a deep reſearch into the 
counſels and myſteries of divine providence ; 
and the reſult of it is this ardent exclamation 
and complacential acquieſcence in the divine 
will ; 1 thank thee, Oh Father, Lands bd 
beaven and earth ! ef 


ne 


62 
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The Goſpel hid' from the wiſe, 

Tf we' employ ourſelves at ſome ſeaſons 
in devout meditation, | eſpecially on the 
deep things of God ; his eternal counſels, 


the myſteries of his providence, and the 
| manifeſtations of his power; if we pon- 


der his ways, and thoughts ariſe in our 


| hearts concerning his diſpenſations, both 


Ifa.lii.31, 


merciful and vindiQtive ; if we fay: * Why 
doth not the goſpel travel with the ſun? and 
why are not its light and heat equally falutary 
and pregnant ? Why are not converts as nu- 
merous as the drops of the dew ? Why is the 
goſpel and its miniſters ſo negleQed and un- 
ſucceſsful? while this world, and the God 
of it are followed with admirers and votaries 


innumerable, though they lead to miſery and 
ruin! Why is the univerſal remedy for Joſt 


ſouls ſo generally refuſed ?— 4rd who has 
believed our report? the grief and complaint 
of ſo many faithful, diligent and laborious 
miniſters?” when, I ſay, theſe and ſuch like. 
thoughts ariſe in our minds ; let us ſet this 
prayer of our Lord's before us, and addreſs 
the blefſed God 41th filial affeftion and duty. 
Let us call him as he permits us to do : Our 
Father, Let us be ſenſible of this honour, 
and Go uy and obedience which ſhould 
always 


and revealed to babes. 
always attend it; and improve the benefit of 
this gracious relation, and confider the vaſt 


_ difference between the ſpirit of Ns la 


and that of bondage. 
With lively gratitude and thankſss VIng. DP | 


thank thee, Ob Father | God is the proper ob- 
ject of our profound and perpetual adoration 
and praiſe. Praiſe waits for him, it becomes his 
ſaints, it ſits well upon them. 1775 comely; itisre- 
preſented as a noble part of the employment 
of heaven, as it is a delightful part of our de- 


_ votion here on earth. It is likewiſe dye to God. 


* He richly and abundantly deſerves it; and 
has aright to expect and demand it, as are- 
| turn for a vaſt profuſion and variety of be- 
nefits. See the 148th and 149th pfalms. 
With proper acknowledgment of bis abſolute 


SERMON 


200. 


PC cxlvii. 
I. 


authority and boundleſs dominion; Lord of ” 


heaven and earth ! He has ſovereign domi- 
nion and univerſal empire ; all things in 


heaven and earth are his, and always under 


his infpeion, and ſubje& to his diſpoſal. 
And laſtly, with full approbation of bis 
wiſdom, and entire acquizſcence in his will, 
Even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeems good in thy 
fight. —Father, not mine, but thy will be done. 
It is God's prerogative to command, ordain, 
and 


Luk. x*11. 


42. 


64 The Gofpet bid from the wiſe, and &Cc. 
Sexvon and permit; it is our duty always to ap» 
Wyw prove the orders of his providence, and ac- 
| _ quieſce in the fignifications of his will. His 
 perfections are perſpicuous and illuſtrious ; 
| his precepts plain and pure; his promiſes 
exceeding great and precious. But as to his. 
eſſence and ways, they are unfathomable and_ 
Job xi, 7. incomprehenſible. None can by ſearching 
find out God, none can find out the Almighty 
unto perfeftion ! SE EL ie 0, 
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The Phariſee ahd Publican. 
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LUKE XVIIL g= 14: 


| | nd be ſpake this parable unto certaiii 
| which trufled in themſelves that they were 
| tighteous, and deſpiſed others. Two men 


went up into the temple tb pray ; the one a 
| Phariſee, and the other a publican: The 


| Phariſee flood, and prayed thus with him- 
| ſelf: God, 1 thank thee, that T am not as 
| other men are, extortioners, unjuſt, adulte- 
rers; or even as this publican; T faſt twice 
| in the week, I give tythes of all that T poſ- 
| ſeſs. - And the publican landing afar off 
| world not lift up ſo much as his eyes untd 
F heaven; 


166. 
SERMON 
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The Phariſee and Publican. 
heaven, but ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaying : 


Lu God be merciful to me a finner  T tell you, 


Prov.xXV1. 
- Iz. 


this man went down to bis houſe juſtified rather 
than the other, For every one that exalteth 


himſelf, ſhall be abaſed; and he that bum- 
bleth himſelf, ſhall be exalted, _ 


«ts 2 O x HE defign of this diſcourſe, which 
DN T & is opened at the beginning of 
wwe) it, Is to inſtruct and reprove 


En thoſe, who iruſked in thempelves 
that they were righteous, and deſpiſed others, 
Self-ſufficiency is a capital and radical evil, 
Seeft thou a man wiſe in bis own conceit ? ſays 


Solomon ; there 1s more hope of a fool than 


of bim, i.e. © of a fool's becoming wile, 


than of ſuch a man's ever becoming poſlel- 
{ed of ſubſtantial wiſdom.” Humility is a 


fine ſoil for receiving the ſeed of inſtruRion, 


As the rain and dews of heaven open the 
earth, ſoften and moiſten its clods, and 


communicate their juices to the ſeveral plants 


it nouriſhes ; ſo humility prepares the mind 


for receiving, and cheriſhing the nobleſt and 
divineſt principles. It is repreſented in ſcrip- 


| ture, as the grace and ornament of the hu- 


man. 


The Phariſee and Publican. 


| man nature. To be clothed with humility is 


to be arrayed in attire, that is alike eaſy and 
ornamental.: and zo be meek and lowly of heart 
is the ſure way to find reſt and complacency 


of foul; a pleaſure truly rational, ſubſtantial, 
and exquiſitely delightful. Humility in 


every condition and relation of life is ami- 


able and excellent ; but in religion it 1s cllen- 
tial and indiſpenſable. 
The original fin of the human nature was 
pride; this went before its fall. As ſoon as 
it entered the heart of man, it corrupted it : 


it diſcharged and diſmiſſed thoſe beſt guards 


of the ſoul, modeſty, fear, and circumſpec- 
tion; and it opened the door to raſhneſs and 


67 
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1 Pet. V.5. 


M att. Xl. 


29. 


bold preſumption : till the heart of man by | 


degrees became caringly infolent, and im- 


patient both of -re{traint and admonition, 


Chriſtianity is the remedy propoſed by our 
bleſſed Saviour for the cure of this danger- 
ous malady. It begins with preſcribing 
humility, as a gentle alterative, and power- 
ful correQor of thoſe ill humours, which 
pride had introduced and inje&ted. Pride 


| ſwells and pufts up the mind of man with 


_ a vain confidence; it ſuppoſes itſelf not 
| only ſound, but ſelf-ſufficient, and in no. 


FF 2 _ need 


68 The Phariſee and Publican. 


Sravios need of any medicine, nor ſubject to any dif. 
HI; 

w—— eaſe or infeQion ; and as being able to ſecure 
- its own health and happineſs, it naturally re- 

fuſes all aſſiſtance: agreeably to that of our 

Luk.v.3!. Lord: The whole have no need of a phyſician, 
 - but they who are fick, Whereas humility is 

. a diſpoſition, ſenſible of its neceſſity, debi- 

©* lity, and imperfeion ; and defirous of af- 
FRAY ſiſtance and inſtruftion from God and man, 
ll &G, - For this reaſon God is ſpoken of as re/j/ting 
| | the proud, while be gives grace to the humble. 
;  Theevil of pride diſcovers itſelf in its oppo- 
a. ſition both to the authority and image of 
God. It truſts in itſelf, It affehts inde- 
| pendence on the Maker and Lord of the 
univerſe; and it deſpiſes others, caſting con- 
tempt upon his works and creatures. There 
is a repugnance in the haughty ſoul to the 
purpoſes of his mercy ; and an oppoſition to 
thoſe viſible means and in[truments, by which 
he imparts his aſſiſtance. Inſtead of attend- 
ing to the condition of man as ignorant, in- 
potent, and in a ſtate of darkneſs and temp- 
tation; and for theſe reaſons entreating and 
imploring proteCtion and falvation from 
God, as a free and undelerved favour, yet 

of abſolute neceſſity; he looks upon bi 
{c! 
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The Pharifee and Publican. 


ſelf as innocent and perfet, ſuppoſes him- 
ſelf ſufficient for his own happineſs ; and if 


he approaches God at all, it is either with a 


ceremonial and coſtly oblation, or elſe with 
an extravagant vain-glorious oftentation 
valuing himſelf upon his own capacities and 


privileges, and difparaging and deſpifing o- 


thers, whom he ſuppoſes leſs worthy in them - 

ſelves, or leſs regarded and favoured of God. 
Now to curb and cure this arrogance 

ſo offenſive to perfect excellence, and ſo 


repugnant to the deſign of our Lord's ap- 


pearance, and the genius of his doctrine, he 


ſpake this parable; in which he =xpoſes the 


danger and miſchief of pride, and illuſtrates 


I the nature and benefit of humility : by exhi- 


biting two figures or charaQers, which he 


places in contraſt to each other, ſhewing 
thereby their difterent language, temper and 


| behaviour. Two men, ſays he, went up 79 


| the temple to pray, the one a Phariſee, the 
| other a publican. The Phariſee ſtood, and 
prayed thus with himſelf : God, 1 thank thee, 
| that T am not as other men are, extoritoners, 
| unjuſt, adulterers; or even as this publican. 
| 1 faſt twice in the week, T give tythes of all 
| that T poſſeſs. And the publican, landing 
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The Phbariſee and Publican. 


Sexmon afar off, would not lift up ſo much as his eyes 


III. 


unto heaven, but ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaying; 
God be merciful unto me a ſinner ! 


I need hardly mention that the temple 
ſtood on a hill ; and that it was conſidered, 
during the legal diſpenſation of religion, as 


the medium, as well as the place, of devotion; 
to which the ſervants of God reſorted both 


at the ſtated hours of prayer, and at any 


other time of the day, when they found their 


hearts aſcending to God, and particularly in- 
clined to that ſacred and. delightful em- 
ployment, 

For the farther illuſtration of this diſcourſe 
of our Lord Jeſus, 1 propole to give you, 


]. Some brief and general account of the 
| perſons, who are the ſubjects of it. 
II. Obſerve what is exceptionable and 
amiable in their reſpe&ive characters 

as here repreſented. 


And then make ſome refleQions on the 
ſubje&. 


I. Tam to give you a brief and general ac- 
count of the perſons here mentioned 


by | 
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T be Phariſee and Publican. 


by our Lord, who are made the ſub- 
jets of this diſcourſe. 


They were a Phariſee, and a Publican. 
The Phariſees were an ancient and emi- 
nent ſe& among the Jews; who gained 
| great reputation with the people for their 
| ſuppoſed ſuperiority and eminence 1n learn- 
ing, ſanctity of life and manners, and ex- 


1 a&t obſervance, of the moſaic ritual, After 


the /traiteft, or trifteſt, ſe? of our religion 
(faith St, Paul) 7 Ived a Phariſee. They 


3 belicveg. the immortality of the ſoul ; for 


while the Sadducees ſay, there 1s no reſur- 


| ' reftion, neither angel, nor ſpirit, the Pha- 


riſees conjeſſed both, They ſtudied and taught 


| the tradition of the elders ; ſiritly obſerved 


, offered long prayers in the moſt conſpicu- 


the ſabbath ; ſcrupulouſly paid their tithes, 


ous places, and gave much alms. And 


| this made them very popular, and acquired 


| them eſteem and a kind of veneration among 


J them, who Judged only by outward Pp” 
' pearance, 


And as the Phariſees were the name of a 


| ſe, the publicans were the name of an 
| office, They were colleRors of taxes, or 
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The Pharifee and Publican. 
the public revenue. Some of the chief of 
them were men of honour and fortune} 


| but their deputies or inferior officers were, 
for the moſt part, perſons of ill fame ; and 
generally hated by the people for their extor- 


tion and oppreffion. The Jews were very 
loth to pay tribute, but were compelled to 
it by the Roman power to which they were 
ſubje&t; and when any of their own nation 
accepted commiſſions from the farmers of 


the revenue to collect the tribute due to 


Czſar, the Roman emperor, they looked on 
them with the greateſt indignation and con- 
tempt ; as appears particularly by that ex- 
preflion : Let him be to thee as a beathen man 
and a publican, i. e. the moſt notorious fin- 
ner, a man of a flagitious character, whoſe 
ſociety ought to be avoided. 


Having deſcribed the oeneral character 


of the perſons who are the ſubjects of this 
parable, let us proceed, 


JI. To enquire into their temper and 


diſpoſition as expreſſed in this a of 


their worſhip ; and examine what was 
exemplary, or odous in each. 


Now 
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The Phariſee and Publican. 


Now our Lord repreſents the Phariſce as 


ſtanding and praying thus with himſelf : _,y 
| God, Ithank thee, I am not as other men are, 


extortioners, unjufl, adulterers; or even as 


this publican, T faſt twice a week, and give 


tithes of all that T poſſeſs, whether it be, or 


be not demanded by law, Here is an ex- 


ample of one who trufted in bimſelf that be 


was righteous, and defpiſed others, The 
things exceptionable in this man, and in his 
prayer, are manifeſt. 


I, It is a vain-glorious boaſt, rather than 
an a& of humble adoration and hom- 


age, or exerciſe of LS aa devo- 
tion. 


This man takes upon him to tell the all- 


glorious God how good he was ; and pre- 


ſumes to pay a compliment to himſelf, in- 
ſtead of celebrating the perfeCtions of his 
Maker : and addrefſes the divine Majeſty 
with an air of arrogance and ſelf-ſufficiency, 
no way becoming a frail and imperfect, 


much leſs a guilty and polluted, creature, 


His preface hath ſome appearance indeed of 
humility, and gratitude, and obligation to 
God ; but it 1s only the appearance. The 


pr In- 
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The Phariſee and Publican. 
principal reſpect is paid to himſelf : for if he 
intended gratefully to acknowledge that he 
had received what he had from God, why dotb 
he boaſt, as if he had not received it? Toin- 
troduce ſuch an inſolent encomium on him- 


' ſelf as this with the name of God, was to 


profane, if not to blaſpheme, that ſacred 


name, Humble grateful thankſgiving to 


God, is doubtleſs an important branch of 


prayer, and well becomes neceflitous, depen- 
dent, obliged creatures. For none of our 
hearts can 'be grateful to God in any juſt 
proportion to what we receive from him: 
but true gratitude is always founded in, and 
attended with humility. God, IT thank thee, 
prefixed to ſuch a piece of oftentation is irre- 
verent ; is void even of decency, and good 
manners ; is language more fit for an idol's 
temple, than for that of the living, omnipre- 


ſent, all-knowing God. It has the air of 


claim and demand; and ſcems pointed with 
ſevere cenſure, and deep reientment againſt 


a much more humble and devout worſhip- 


per than himſelf. God, IT thank thee, Tam 
not as other men,—or even as this publican. 
What vanity ! what airs does this lofty 
creature aſſume! And this in the preſence 

and 
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and temple of God ; whom he approached Sznxwon 
with ſuch preſumption, with venom and Ayu 


uncharitableneſs, inſtead of ſelf-abaſement, 


and humble devout affetions. This was + 


defiling God's temple, inſtead of making it 


' an altar of ſacrifice. 


Did this Phariſee ever read what David 
ſaid : The ſacrifice of God, or what he re- ** 7+ 
quires and delights in, 7s a broken heart, and 
a contrite ſpirit ? Or recollet that of Solo- 
mon : Pride and arrogancy, and the evil Prov. viii. 
way, and the froward mouth do 1 hate? ” 

Or that of the Prophet : Thus ſaith the high Th. lie 


| ond loft 'y one who inhabiteth eternity, whoſe '** 


name is holy: I dwell in the high and holy © 

place ; with him alſo, who 1s of a contrite and 

bumble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the 

bumble, and to revive | the heart of the con- 

trite ones? | 
I might obſerve further, 


2. That the righteouſneſs of this Phari- 
ſee might be all that he pretends it to 
have been, and yet be very defective, 

_ very ſhort of true goodneſs, and no 

way fit for him to place any truſt or 

- confidence in. - 
All 


76 
$xnmaN 
1... 


The Pharifee and Publican. 
All he ſays is, that he was 70 ex!oriioner, 
or unjuſt man, and no adulterer. But were 
there no other vices beſides theſe ? No other 


_ immoralities but extortion, injuſtice, and 


Mics vi, 8, 


adultery ? and no other virtues, except juſ- 
tice, and charity? He values himſelf upon 


this negative goodneſs, and ſounds out his 


own praiſes upon very inſufficient grounds, 
God had fhewed him what was good, and 
what the Lord required of man ; to do juſtly, 


| love mercy, and walk humbly with. his God, 


| But where was his /zve of mercy, and his 


love of his neighbour ? And where was his 
walking humbly with God ? He appears an 
utter ſtranger to theſe, And why was not 
this vain man aware, that ambition, pride, 


covetouſneſs, envy, inhumanity, earthly 


mindedneſs, hypocriſy, cenſoriouſneſs, and 
uncharitableneſs,, and many other vices _ 
might lurk in his heart, and defile the man ? 
He adds indeed : I faſt twice in the week, I 
give tithes of all that T poſſeſs. But our 


Lord, who knew what was in man, tells the 
Phariſees with the plainneſs and boldneſs of 


a diyine meſſenger and teacher, that they 


did theſe things for ſecular ends, rather than 
- as as of obedience to the law of God, that. 


if 


The Plariſee and Publicatt. 
if there were any good in them, they ſpoiled 
it by the diſpoſitions and views with which 
they petformed them, and by ſubſtituting 


ſuch external and ceremonial ſervices in the 


place and ſtead of thoſe which were truly 
moral and ſpiritual, and of eternal and in 
diſpenſable obligation 3 omitting the weigh- 
tier matters of the law, and laying the ſtreſs 


upon thoſe which were light and trivial, 
ſuch as disfigured faces, the payment of 
tithes, and the uſe of long robes, broad frin- 
ces, and written fragments of the law, inſtead 


| of theexerciſe of fidelity, mercy,and the love 
| of God. All their works they do to be ſeen of 


men, and make broad their phyladteries, 
(pieces of parchment, on which were writ- 
ten ſentences of the law ſewed on to their 
cloaths, or hanging like tofſels to the 
ſleeves of their garments) and enlarge 
the borders of thetr garments. Again : Wo 
wnto you, Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites ; 
for ye pay tithe of mint, antſe and cummin, 


and have omitted the weightier matters of the 


law, judgment, mercy, and faith. Fgregi- 
ous folly! As if God was ſuch an one as 
ourſelves : as if the tribute of a few herbs 


was doing honour to him: as if a ſcrowl of 


_ parch- 


Mat.xxiit, 
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Majeſty to reject and abhor it, 
Not only ſacrificing to his own net, and 


The Phariſee and Publican, 
parchment a. little broader than uſual, em- 
belliſhed or emblazened with paſſages out 


of the law, was meritorious in the ſight of 


the glorious Lord of heaven and earth, See 
the whole chapter, Matt. xxiii. which con- 
tains ſharper accuſation and rebuke of this 
infamous ſet of men, than our Lord ever 
uſed on any other occaſion. 


But ſuppoſe the righteouſneſs of this con- 
ceited man as perfect, as he imagined and re- 
preſented it to be: his going to the temple 
to proclaim it, and his making ſuch unge- 
nerous and inhuman reflections upon his 
fellow-worſhipper, defaced and diſhonoured 
it z and was enough to provoke the divine 
This was 


burning incenſe to his own drag ; but it 


was deſpiling and ſetting at nought a fellow- 


creature, in an aCt of homage of that God, 


who hath made all nations of men of one 


blood; and hath declared, 


that he zs no 7e- 


. ſpefer of perſons; but that whoſcever feareth 


him, and worketh righteouſneſs, 1s accepted of 
bim. 


And now having ſeen the exceptionable 
character, and behaviour of the Phariſee, who 
went 
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The Phariſee and Publican., bo Þ 
went ahout to eſtabliſh his own righteouſ- $*70* 
neſs, and who diſcovered a temper of mind Gwynn 
' quite contrary to all that the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt came to teach and inculcate ; let us 
proceed to that of the publican, which ap- 
| pears very inſtruCtive and exemplary. Our 

Lord's account of it is this : And the Publi- 
' can landing afar off, would not lift up jo 
m:ich as bis eyes unto beaven ; but ſmote upon 
bis breaſt, ſaying : God be merciful unto me a 
; finner ! 
E What a lively emblem 1s here of genuine 
| modeſty and humility | What an affecting 
ſpectacle of unteigned repentance and con- 
trition! His dejedted countenance, his deep + 
abaſement, the inward pangs which excited 
him to {mite upon his breaſt, and the mov- 
ing addreſs which followed that heart-affec- 
ting ation, muſt raiſe in every breaſt the 
very ſentiments, which this afflicted penitent 
conceived and felt in his own ; who diſ- 
cloſes a wound, the pain and anal of 
which could not be affuaged, but by the 
aſſurance the text gave him, that he rent 
down to bis houſe juſtified, Far from flat - 
| tering or juſtifying himſelf, and placing him - 
ſelf in ſome conſpicuous and elevated ſeat cor 
pa rt 
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part of the temple as the Phariſee did, ant] 


= ſaying with formality and bold effrontery all 


the good things he could of himſelf ; he falls 


under a quite different and contrary impreſ- 


fon, "On of our obſervation and imita- 


4, The deepeſt ſeriſe of his own uhworthi- 
neſs. He flood afar off, and durſt not fo much” 
as lift up bis eyes to heaven : in the outer 
coutt, it is likely ; ot however iri ſome place 
of diſtance and privacy, as a proof that he 
thought. himſelf unworthy to ſtand in the 


' place where God's honour dwells. 


It is very poſfible, ſorhe of the publicais 
might be honeſt and humane perſons : but 
as this 1s a parable, and not deſcriptive of 


any individual man, but obly of a general 
character ; I ſhall take the liberty of ſuppol- 


Ing the publican in the text guilty of thoſe. 
crimes, with which the generality of thoſe 


' who execiited this office wete chargeable. 


In this view of the caſe, we may ſuppoſe his 
conſcience to have been awakened, that 
his guilt pricked him to the heart, and co- 
vered his face with ſhame and confuſion: 


He thought, it became him to keep his dil- 


tance; 


The Phariſee and Publica. 
tahce, or to make a ſlow and gradual ap- 
proach towards God. He could not abſent 
? himſelf from the temple; He muſt open 
: his mouth, and make his confeſſion. His 


Every wilful fin he had committed heated 
and ſcorched him in the review, like an in- 
| ward fire z it was worſe than a thorn in the 
| fleſh. Other infirmities he was able to ſuſ- 
4 tain; but his ſoul was now wounded and 
| troubled, and he could not keep filence. 

© 2. Yet; when he came to the temple to 


| open his lips, and make his confe{ſion be- 


- fore God, he flood afar off 3 he ſtopped 
| and pauſed a while; ſaying perhaps within 
| himſelſ; «© What! ſhall Igo up to the temple 
| of God? Such a finfol man as I? What 
| tight have I to the honout 2nd privileges of 


| pet the heavenly bleſſings, beſtowed on 
| bumble, holy, pious worſhippers? The 
| ſervants of God go thither ; the pure itt 


| hands are undefiled. They who waſh their 
| hands in innocence may compals the altar of 


F his ſantuary ? What encouragement to ex- 


| heart, the ſincere worſhippers of the true 
| God, whoſe hearts gfe elean; and whoſe 
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The Phariſee and Publican. 


ama God, and behold the glory which filleth his 


Hl, 


C_— temple. But who am I, that I ſhould tread 


his courts? Shall an extortioner, ſhall an 


unjuſt man, ſhall a wretch enriched by 
ſpoil, by perfidy, or oppreffion ; ſhall a fin- 


ner chargeable with heinous crimes, and 


prefled with loads of guilt, venture into the 


| temple of the Moſt High God ? and preſent 
himſelf before the ſearcher of hearts, and the 


trier of thereins of thechildrenof men ? Yes, 


"TI muſt : Wretch that I am, defiled as my 
_ conſcience is, I muſt proſtrate and abaſe my- 
| ſelf before God, They who are far from 


God mult periſh ; and if I approach himl 


- can but periſh, But if I periſh it ſhall bein 


his temple ; it ſhall be at the footſtool of 


the mercy-ſeat, where pardons are diſpenſed 


with a liberal hand ; and where there is a 
peradventure, at leaſt, if not a promiſe of 
forgiveneſs, for ſuch a guilty trembling ſoul 


as mine.” 


He jtood afar off; not out of choice, but 


ſhame : he durſt not ſo much as lift up his 


eyes to heaven; not for want of deſire, but 
out of reverence of God's ſpotleſs purity, 
and a lively conviction of his own unwor- 
thineſs, He had fo much to aſl, and 0 
Do much 
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The Phariſee and Pudlican: 


much to fear, that he could not ſupport a” 


look of confidence. Heaven was not the 
place, to which he had been wont to aſcend, 
ſo often as he ought, in devout ejaculations. 


He had not accuſtomed himſelf to lift up his 
heart to heaven in devout retirement, or re- 
pair to the temple with uninterrupted con- 
| ſtancy. His inward frame, and outward 


| | converſation, had been too ſenſual, and 
; | worldly : how durſt he therefore draw near 
| to the Holy of Holies ? He had reaſon to 
Þ fear a blaſt, inſtead of a bleſling, if he ruſhed 
Tinto the preſence of God ; a flaſh of lighten- 
King, and the voice of thunder to conſume 
him, He might fear to meet a deadly dart 
from God's flaming eye, attended with 
ach an ſtartling voice as that : ** Y/hat haſt 
cu to do to tread my courts, or take my aw- 


Wurer eyes than to behold miguity, and can- 
ut look upon fin ; which is a contempt of 
Iyy authority, and defiance of my power. 


The evil ſhall not fland in "7, / ght, for 
| bate all the workers of iniquity,” 


| 3- The publican therefore dared not ſo 


GG 2 temple 


Wful name into thy polluted lips? T1 am of Hab.i. 13. 


huch, as to /if? up bis eyes to heaven, Well! 
pi hat does he do? Did he draw nigh to the. 
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84 The Phariſee and Publican. 
Sranon temple in deſpair * ? No, but with the deep. 


'—— eſt contrition. Did: he return as he came, 
with prevailing diſcouragement and _ diff 

Pſ. li. 179, dence? Was God implacable ? Or @ bro. 
ken heart deſpiſed? Well, how did he be- 

have then? Why finding ſome ſparks of 

hope kindling within, he ſmites upon his 

breaſt, ſaying : God be merciful to me a fenner ! 

Be ſmote upon his breaſt.; and was there 

no language in that action ? was 1t not 

ſuited to expreſs the deep humility and 

godly ſorrow which reigned within ? Did 

the Phariſee a&t thus? Alas! Pride com- 

_ paſſed him about like a chain; and pride 

cannot ſtoop to any acknowledgments, ar 
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ſubmiſſions, either in words or actions, 

| Whereas &jue penitents diſcover by both 

Ml | their ſhame, and. gricf, and holy indignation 

| | ; a2ainſt fin, He ſmote upon his breaſt, be: 

wn fore he uttered a word, and while his eye: 

!'I were fixed on the ground ; as if he had faid 
| {© O thou poiſoned fountain out of whict I . 
il have flowed ſo many corrupt ſtreams! How , 
| | | prone is the heart of man to depart from tit 7 
Ll living God! Andthis hath been the ſpringanlÞ ; 

8 ſource of all the errors of my life. But from 


| this heart of mine do I now deteſt what | 
| | have 


The Phariſee and Publican. 

Z have too often indulged. My heart is now 
as full of remorſe, as ever it has in time paſt 

| been of ſubtilty and treachery, I feel a pain 
; | within I can neither endure, nor deſcribe, 
” There is ſomething in the conſciouſneſs of 
F | guilt, which gnaws like a worm, and bites 
E like an adder. Could I expoſe to public in- 
| ſpection what I now {mite ; it would be ſeen, 
E how ſincerely and unfeignedly I am afflicted 
| and diſtreſſed, when I call my paſt ſins to re- 
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| feſh; and now trembles for fear of God, 
and under a dread of his juſt diſpleaſure.” 
- 4. Finally; his prayer which follows, tho' 
| thr and abrupt, is fervent, and animated 
with faith in God, and a humble hope of 
Y fi mercy. It is expreſſive of a juſt know- 
| ledge both of God, and himſelf, of the na- 
| ture and: demerit of fin, and of his own in- 
: ability to aſſert and maintain his innocence. 
6 It is a lively appeal to divine mercy; and 
does peculiar honour to that diſtinguiſhed 
| attribute, which to all the qualified ſubjects 
| of it God delights to diſptay and glorify. Tt 
| ae! ardent and eloquent addreſs. There 
| 18-ar"energy and ſpirit in it; ſuitable to the 
= 'Þportance of the ootafion, and weight of 
| | G 3 the 
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The Phariſee and Publican. 

the ſubje&. He confeſſes his iniquity, and 
#s forry for bis fin. He implores that mercy, 
he acknowledges he did not deſerve; and 
could not otherwiſe obtain, than by repen- 
tance, He diſcliims all merit and depen- 
dence on himſelf, and flees for refuge to 
lay bold on the hope ſet before him. God 
be merciful to me a finner | As if he had 
ſaid, © O Lord, I am conſcious of guilt, 
which I can neither conceal nor remove; 
I have ſinned againſt heaven and before 


thee, I refle&t with ſhame and remorſe on 


the many errors of my heart, and muſcar- 
riages of my life ; and I am ſenſible that 


thou art greater than my heart, and knoweſt 


all things. I have thought on my ways, 
and by thy help am reſolved to amend them, 


Tam convinced, that thou, Lord, art witneſs 


to the inward groanings of my foul. My 
fins are a burthen too heavy for me to bear, 
I therefore confeſs them before thee, and 
charge myſelf only with the guilt of them, 
Forgive a wretch, who cannot forgive him- 
ſelf. Make an object of milery a veſſel of 


mercy. God be merciful to a ſinner, who 


has had no mercy on himſelf! Lord, fave 
me, or I periſh. Without thy pity and 
 parcos 
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The Phariſee and Publican. 

pardon I am undone for ever. God grant 
that my iniquity may not prove my ruin! 
Have mercy upon me, O Lord, have mercy 
upon me z according to the multitude of thy 
tender mercies, blot out all my tranſgreſſions.” 

This was the prayer of the publican ; and 
it was ſo modeſt, ſo penitential, and fo ex- 
preflive of right affeCtions, as to leave no 
room to doubt of the truth of our Lord's ob- 
ſervation : that 7h:1s man went down to his 
houſe juſtified, and not the other ; or, as it is 


expreſſed in another place, that publicans, 


and barlots might go into the kingdom of God 
before fee righteous Phariſees. 


The inferences and reflections I ſhall take 


occaſion to make from this ſubject are ſuch 
as follow. 


1. It is the duty, and ſhould be the prac- 
tice, of all men to worſhip God. 


The whole reaſonable world are univer- 


ally obliged to this. It is the great law of 
their creation, it is the voice of conſcience, 
and the diCtate of nature ; fo that they who 
negle& it are without excuſe. What though 
this diſcourſe of our Lord be called a pa- 
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| Sexon Table; yet it not only warrants the inference 
did WM. : . PPT: 
bo —— —— I have juſt drawn, but is founded upon this 
k | ſuppoſition, that divine worſhip is both the 
Þ poſitive appointment of God, and the na- 
| -- tural duty of man ; and that they who live 
"Bj in the ſtated neglect: of it are atheiſts, and 
Wl without God in the world. The worſhip 
Wh here paid to God was not public, though 
bl performed in the temple. But the very be- 
I | ing of a temple ſuppoſes, and infers worthip. 
W | God's exiſtence and government, his power, 
Mi providence, and benevolence, ought to be ac- 


knowledged by every intelligent agent, A 
Teaſonable foul, that cannot or will not 


1! bow before God in prayer and praiſe, is a 

j monſter in the creation ; is to be rebuked 
"i and challenged as a rebel and traitor to his 

; | Maker and Lord ; is to be accounted unde- 
iſh ſerving of the pleaſures and bleſlings of ſo- 
'' ciety ; and piticd and wept over, as loſt to 
|} all the ends and purpoſes of his exiſtence. 
| | For who will not infer the depraved ard de- 


_ plorable tate of that ſou], who never prays; 
Wl. who is fo inconſiderate and abandoned as 
| never to lift up itſelf to the God and Father 
lf of mankind ? Who mult not fear in ſuch a 
I" Ifa_xxvii, caſe, that be who made bim ſhowld have no 


= = mercy 


The Phariſee and Publican. 89 
mercy on bim, and that he who formed him wr {of 
| FROM bim 110 _— ? b} RY 
. It is the veleidedye of all Chriſtians 
that they may worſhip God In ay 
place, =o any ſeaſon, 


Tt is true, there are places where prayer 1s 

wont to be offered ; there are ſpecial ſeaſons 

and afſemblies for ſtated ſocial worſhip; and 

it is pity they are not more ſtrifly attended, 

and more punQually and devoutly obſerved. 

If you ſay: © But we have no temple togo up. 
 tonow.” I anſwer : Every place ſet apart -- 

for public worſhip 1s a temple. We may 

lift up holy hands, whenever, and whereſo- 
ever, we find ourſelves in a devotional frame 
| and temper. The end of a temple is an- 
| ſwered by any houſe of prayer: no need 
of marble or cedar, of ſculpture or gilding ; 
no need of magnificence and decoration, of 
outward forms or ceremonies, to conſecrate 
our worſhip ; provided our hearts are right 
with God : nor is our worſhip a jot better 
or worſe for the beauty or grandeur of the 
| place where it is preſented. The holineſs 
| of paces 1 is aboliſhed; the holineſs of hearts, 
and 


go The Phariſee and Publican, 

Szxmow and the merit and intercefſion of the great 
2 Ls High-prieſt of our profeſſion, are the beſt re- 
Joh.iv.24. commendations of evangelical worſhip. God 
ts.a ſpirit ; and they who worſhip bim, muſs 


: worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. 


3. It is of vaſt importance to us, with 
| what temper-of mind we pray to God, 
if we hope for audience and ac- 
Ceptance. 


External acts of devotion may be punc- | 
tually and plauſibly performed by the ar- 
-- ranteſt hypocrite in all the world. But will 
he be accepted of God? Man judges by the 
outward appearance ; but the Lord trieth 
the heart. And will he ſuffer himſelf to be. 
mocked by external figns, or empty ſounds, 
or ſuperſtitious ceremonies ? Will he be put 
off with a folemn countenance, or a conſe- 
crated garment, or the bare utterance of 
ever ſuch well choſen words ? No demure 
looks, no garbs or habits, no order or uni- 
*+ formity in a ſervice, without humility, in- 
tegrity, putity, and the love of God and of 
mankind, will cauſe our prayers to come up 
before God as an acceptable ſacrifice. 


Does 
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| Does not this- parable teach us, that no 'Szxwon 
” pretenſions to a partial holineſs and purity —_— 
will find favour in the fight of God? A 
proud pretence to merit, and a. cenforious 
uncharitable opinion of our neighbour, will 
deſtroy all juſt expeRtations of our receiving 
a bleſſing. out of Zion, even life for ever- 
more. Whenever therefore we draw nigh 
to God in ſecret, or aſſemble ourſelves for * 
his public worſhip ; we ſhould draw nigh 
with true hearts, with lively faith in his 
mercy, genuine repentance, and. chriſtian 
candour, moderation and charity, Theſe 


are the eſſential ingredients, and conſtituents 
of true ſpiritual evangelical worſhip. 
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Finally; After ſeriouſly conſidering the 
temper of mind with which we ap- 
proach God in afts of worſhip, let 

_ us diligently enquire after the effects 
of it, 


And if there be increaſing humility, pie- 
ty, charity, ſelf-denial, circumſpeRtion, 
and reſolution, more conſtant endeavours to 
pleaſe God, a warmer benevolence to our 
tellow=creatures, greater moderation in the 

| buſineſs 


Zn The Phariſee and Publican. 


_ buſineſs and pleaſures of the preſent world, 


wy ſteadineſs in our chriſtian courſe, content- 
ment with our condition, patience under pre- 
ſent afflition, and humble expeQation and 
lively hope of future felicity, and a growing 
meetneſs to receive and poſſeſs it then may 
we aſſure ourſelves, our worſhip has been 
acceptable to God, and will be beneficial to 
 1fa.xlv.1g. ourſelves. For he never ſaid to the ſeed of Fa- 
Pl. ele 17. cob: Seck ye my face in vain. But be regardeth 
the prayer of the defiitute, and will not deſpiſe 

bis prayer. And while every one that exalteth 

Wl; himſelf ſhall be abaſed, he who thus bumbleth 
\ himſelf "uy God fas be exalted. 
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f þ he Superiority of the Ways of 
|  Gad to thoſe of Men. 


ISATAH LV. 8, 9: 


For my thoughts are not your thoughts, net- 
ther are your ways my ways, ſaith the Lord, 
For as the heavens are higber than the earth, 


thoughts than your thoughts. 


| c KXKOR the conneQion of theſe words 


KXKay 6. Seek the Lord, while he may be 
found ; call upon him, while he is near, Let 
the wicked forſake his way, and the unrighte- 
ous man his thoughts : and tet him return unto 


the 
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The Superiority of the Ways of God 
the Lord, and be will have mercy on him , 
and to our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don : or He will multiply to pardon. God is 
great in mercy and long-ſuffering ; and in 
caſe of an external covenant-relation to him, 
he is pleaſed more eſpecially to bear great 
provocations before he proceeds to extremi- 
ty ; and to fend to offenders repeated offers 
of forgiveneſs, in order to allure and con» 


ftrain them to a ſpeedy and unfeigned repen- 


tance. And leſt they ſhould be diſcouraged 


by the aggravations of their ſin, or an appre- 
henſion of his being implacable or haſty in 


his reſentments, this prophet is directed to 
acquaint this backſliding people : that none 


of them had any bowels towards one an- 
other, equal or comparable to God's com- 
paſſions towards them ; nor ought they by 


any means to meaſure his heart by their 


own : foraſmuch as what they might think 


' it became them to reſent and puniſh, he, 


in the infinite ſuperiority of his wiſdom and 


mercy, Was diſpoſed and ready to pardon. , 


Suppoſing this to be the ſtrict connetion 
of the words, they may notwithſtanding be 
allowed to affirm this general truth, viz. 

That there is an infinite diſparity between 
God and man, both i in temper and conduR, 
This 


to thoſe of Men. 


This the prophet declares and illuſtrates $ 
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by a compariſon taken from the diſtance of wv 


” the earth from the higheſt heaven ; which 
© js immenſe and immeaſurable. Now this 


difference, which might be applied to many 
of the divine acts and attributes, I propoſe 
to conſider at this time with reference only 


to theſe two, viz. their greatneſs and 


| goodneſs. 


I. Their greatneſs : that is the tranſcen- 
dent glory and perfe&ion of his nature, as 
his infinite ſuperiority to all other beings ; 
as evident in two points, bis thoughts and 
ways, or his purpoſes and aQtions: by 
thoughts with reſpe& to God, being meant 
his counſels and deſigns ; by ways the exe- 


cution of them in the courſe of his provi- | 


dence. 

But before I proceed to a Sree illuſtra- 
tion of the ſubje&, let me premiſe the fol- 
ack obſervations: _ 

That when we meditate on the 


het and ways of God, we enter upon 


a deep and myſterious ſubjeR ; a ſubjett in-= 
finitely boundleſs, and incomprehenſible. 
ts | 


WW; 


96 The Superiority of the Ways of G od 
on Ciinſt thou by ſearching find out God? tanſt 
WAN thou find out the Almighty to per fetFion x ? Itts 
Job *i. 7, high as beaven, what canſt thou do? deeper 

= than bell, what canſt thou know ? The mea- 

ſuretheredf is longer than the earth, and broad- 
er than the ſea. The facred writers aflift 
us with language fit to deſeribe the divine 
immenſity, ' How lofty and ſublime are the 
words of inſpiration, when prophets and 
holy men of God attempt to diſplay his at- 
tributes, or unveil his glory? He 1s zhe 
Lord of bois, ſaith Iſaiah, wonderful 7 
Waxxyiii. Counſel, and excellent in working. And how 
29. do thole queſtions in the fortieth chapter of 
this prophecy, leave the higheſt underſtand- 
ing of man under proſound awe and aſton- 
» ch. xl. jſhment! J/bo bath meaſured the waters in 
13% the bolliw of bis hand? and meted out the 
beaven with bis ſpan? and comprelended the 
duſt of the eafth in a meaſure? and weighed the 
' mountains in ſcales, and the hills in a balance? 
The nations are to him as the drop of a bucket, 
or the ſmall duſt of the balance, and he taketh 
up the ifles as a very little thing. So the pro- 

TR, Jeremy : The great, the mighty God, the 
xxxi, 18, Lord of hoſts is bis name ; great in counſel and 
9: mighty in work, And fo the deyout Pſal- 

1 miſt : 


Z0 hep of Men: 07 
Y mit : Thy righteouſneſs 1 7s like the great mbun- by MON 


I. 


| tains, thy judgments are a great deep; that >» 
E the one immoveable, the other unfathom- Pſ:- xxxvi. 
| ible. See alſo Pſalm the hundred and for- 

| v- -fifth : Great is the Lord, and greatly tg *<xlv- 3: 
© be praiſed, and bis greatneſs is unſearchable. 

| And ſo the Apoſtle, Oh the depth both of the Rom. xi, 
| wiſdom and knowledge of God ! how unſearch= 

þ able are his judgments, and bis ways paſt jind- 

| ing out ! The oracles of God afford us clear 

E d:monſtration, that this is a profound and 
| inexhauſtible ſubjeR; and that no man, or 

E angel hath a line, with which to meaſure 
a this bottomleſs ocean. We cannot enter 
| upon the ſubject therefore with too much 

© reverence, or proceed in it with too much 

E caution, Who ſhall inveſtigate or unfold 

| the counſels, and trace the footſteps of 

God | Thoſe, who are the moſt capable of 

Ethis, and the beſt furniſhed for it, take 
| cautious ſteps; and treat the ſubjeRt with 

Fthe reverence expreſſed in that pious excla- 

_mation : O Lord, how great are thy works ! = xcil. 
Land thy thoughts are very deep. A brutiſh ? 

Iman doth not know, neither doth a fool under - 


2 this. 
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The Supertority of the Ways of God 


It is an eaſy inference from hence, that 


all curious prying into the purpoſes, and all 
rath and peremptory cenſures on the wiſdom 
and equity of the ways of God, are very 


unbecoming finite minds. Let mortal; 


keep their diſtance, and not attempt to gg 
beyond their meaſure, We may ſoon be 
loſt in this abyſs, and find our curioſity fa- 
tal; as his, who in order to know the de- 
gree of heat in the ſun, ſhould approach fo 
near as to be conſumed by it, or to fathom 
the depth of the ſea, ſhould throw himſclf 
headlong into it from a lofty precipice, It 
was perhaps to check this curiofity among 
the Jews, and preſerve a hecoming reve- 
rence of God, that he appointed the high- 
prieſt to enter into 7be ſecond rabernacle alone, 


and that only one day in a year ; and then nit 


«without blood, which he offered for himfel þ 
and the errors of the people. 
1 would however obſerve, 


. That if we meditate on the thoughts 
ok ways of God, we muſt do it in the 


1ame way and manner, that we think on 


_ ourſelves and other ſubjects. 


We are ſpirits, and we retain the uſe of 


our rational powers ; in the exerciſe of which 
we 


to thoſe of men, 99 
| we attain all that we can know of the na- Sexmon 
IV. 
| ture, purpoſes, and actions of the divine Be- WY 
* ing, and of other obje&ts. What is become | 
of the moral image of God in us, we know 
too well by ſad experience ; but his natural 
image we retain, and neither have, nor need 
any new powers, to afliſt us 1n forming a 
| judgment of the divine Being himſelf, any 
E more than of his works and creatures. Our 
own ſpirits and powers, under the afliſtance 
E we' receive from God, can diſcover their 
E own original z our alliance to the Father of 
© ſpirits as his offspring, and our capacity of 
© attaining holineſs and happineſs, by our 
E union with him.—Brute animals cannot do 
| this. They are incapable of underſtanding 
| what 1s true and falſe, right and wrong; and 
tof conforming their ations to an example, | 
or mode], But we can. Spirits made after 
| the image of God, are obliged to this by 
the great law of their nature, as well as by 
Ethe declarations of God's will, in his word 
Land providence; and they will be found 
[without excuſe, if they do it not—In a | 
word : We are ſpirits, and have the efſen- 
Ital properties of ſpirits, namely rational 
{Woowers ; and by theſe we may arrive at a 
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100 The Superiority of the Way: of God 
Bo al true notion of the thoughts and. ways of 
CIR God, ſo as to be humble imitators of vim; 
though our conceptions of, and conformity 

to him, be infinitely inadequate and im- 

perfect, 

For it ſhould likewiſe be obſerved, 


4 That nothing finite can properly 

_ compare, or meaſure with that which is in- 

finite ; becauſe there is no conceivable rule 
of proportion between them, 

Between finite things there is only a ora- 
dual and limited diſparity, though it may bh: 
a valt one : as for inſtance, between a glow: 

worm, and a ſtar ; ora human ſoul, and an 
angel. But between finite and infinite there 
is no proportion. Nor. is there any other 
intention in ſuch compariſons, than only to 
carry our imaginations as high as poſlible 
without ſtating an equality. The height oi 
the heavens above the earth is not an equal 
diſtance with that between God's thought 
and ways, and ours. When you have car: 
r1cd your thoughts as high as they can rile 
as to theſe too ; there remains an infinite dil 
tance ſtill, The Pſalmiſt ſaith, Like as 6 
Pſ.ciii.1g, J@Per prizeth bis children, fo the Lord pitit!| 
them that fear him, But what! are tl 

_ colt 


E compaſſions equal? No; the one is finite 
© and limitcd ; the other infinite and bound- 


4 | leſs —So that yet more tznder compariſon, 


” heart : Can a woman forget ber fucking child, 
| that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſo 
| of ber womb? Yea, they may forget; yet 
þ oull not 1 forget thee. Is a woman's love to 
| her helpleſs infant then equal to God's fa- 
| vour to his beloved and obedient children ? 
: Rives this ſtate an equality in the two caſes ? 
F No; the diſtance is immeaſurable; he 
3 does this, and infinitely more, The diſpro- 
© portion is inconceivable, 


Having premiſed theſe obſervations, I pro- 


| ſubject. 
| And to begin with God's pur poſes, or his 


| | councils, or the deſigns of his mind—Now 
| | theſe are not our thoughts. No; they infi- 


| nitely {ſurpaſs them. Inafmuch, 
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1, As God's thoughts, or councils, and 
| deſigns, are deep and uniathomable ;z ours 
| {ballow and ſuperficial : 
| wide and ſpacious ocean; the other as a ri- 


H 3 


_ vulet, 


L | which touches every ſpring of the human 


| ceed to a miore direct illuſtration of the - 
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SzRMON yylet, which hardly covers the ground over 
——— Which it runs, 


Iſa, x1. 28. 
PC. cxIvii. 


. 


Heb. iv. 
13. 


Deut, 
XXIX, 29s 


There ts no ſearching out of his nds fan, 


ing. His underſlanding is infinite, He 


hath a compleat and perfe&t comprehenſion 


of all things, He penetrates their natures 


and eſſences, as well as their properties and 


powers, and reſpective relations to each 


other ; and this with infinitely greater ex- 
atneſs, than we ſurvey and canvaſs the 
moſt. familiar objeQs, He knows, what 


every thing really is, what does really be- 


long to it, and in what relation it ſtands to 
other beings; and all this without the pol- 
ſibility of error, or miſtake, even in the 
moſt minute circumſtances, All things are 
naked and open to the eye of him with «hom 


ve have to do, Secret things belongs to Gud: 
that 1s, they are peculiar to him; 1t is his 
province to enter into them ; and the more 


deep they are, the more appropriate are they 
to his infinite, and boundleſs penetration. | 
"But what is our knowledge, either as to 
objects, or as to the degree of certainty, or 
accuracy with which we ſurvey, or diſcern 
them? Can we call the ſtars by their 
names? or number the hairs of our heads ! 
of 


to thoſe of Men. 


* | of the ſands on the ſea-ſhore ? Did we form SERMON | 


| FE | the eye, and plant the ear of man? 
| * we acquainted with the receſſes of the hu- 
| man heart? Are darkneſs and light both a- 
| like to us? Can we penetrate through the 
| veil of midnight? foreſee what will hap- 
| pen, or foretel things to come ? Alas ! 
E our knowledge as to events is rarely more 
L than conjecture, and ſome degree of proba- 
bility. And as to thoſe truths, which are 
© the proper objeQts of knowledge, how few 
I of them do we underſtand with wy degree 
| of certainty ! 

Thanks be to God! there are ſome things, 


| we through his favour certainly know, and 


| theſe the moſt uſeful and needful : particu- 


lacly thoſe, which relate to his glory, and 


S cur own duty, and happineſs : and without 


the knowledge of which our ſincereſt and 


moſt diligent ſearches, and utmoſt atten- 
| tion, would be accompanied with perplexi- 
| ty, and iſffue in diſappointment. But there 


| are many things we know not at all; others 


| we know not with exactneſs and certainty : 
| and there are none which we know perfet- 
| iv. Our minds are not only limited, but 
| er and by reaſon of this, when we 
og H 4 have 


103 


104. The Superiority of the Ways of God 
Szxzmox have arrived at ſome uſeful and important 
RL diſcoveries, we cannot improve and purſue 

them in:o their proper conſequences, and 

deduce from them all thoſe corollaries and 

| inferences they are {uited to yield : and 
hence it happens, that after diligent inqui. 
ry, and many laborious and anxious re- 
ſearches, we feel the forc: of the wiſe man's 
obſervation : that He, who increaſeth knows. 
ledge, increaſeth ſorrow ; that is, after he 
hath attained as much knowledge as men 

uſually arrive at, he comes to ſee with a 
good deal of concern, that what he knows 
is ſmall, in compariſon with thoſe things of 
which he remains ignorant. | 

2, God's thoughts or deſigns are always 
and inficitely wiſe z and that in thoſe in- 
ſtances and particulars, where we may hare 
been tempted to think them otherwiſe, _ 
Job ix. 4. God 1s wiſe in heart, as well as mighty in 
Dev AJirength. All his ways are perfc6t, and all 
xxXii 4 7s works are judgment, He purpoſleth that 

which 1s right. He never lays an injudi- 
ctous or defective plan, or deſigns any thing 
which 1s not founded in the moſt conſum- 
mate equity and wiſdom. The eternal rules 
of truth and righteouſneſs are his unerring 

gu1de, 


Fccl.1, 18. 
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fo thoſe of Men. 
guide, and he never departs from them in 
a ſingle point. The ſacred writers triumph 
on this ſubje&t, as well they may : foraſ- 
much as it is the glory and diſtinction of 
the ever-bleſſed God, and the proper object 
of the profound adoration and wonder, both 


of men, and angels.—Behold his purpoſes 


and councils in the matchleſs beauty of the 


creation, in the daily courſe of his provi- 


dence, in the ſcheme and work of redemp- 
tion. Behold his wiſdom ſhining upon all 
the reſt of his perfeftions, and adding to 
| their luſtre, in the continual adminiſtration of 
F his government. Contemplate it in the re- 
 velation he hath given of his will, the laws 


he hath enacted, and the ordinances he hath. 


| inſtituted, and the works and wonders 
| which he hath performed. Conſider it 
| above all, in the manifeſtation and gift of 


bis Son; in the powerful influence which 


| the ooſpel hath had to enlighten and reform 


the world ; in the conſiitution and continu- 


| ance of the Chriſtian church ; and the ra- 
| tional, though powerful, manner in which 


; its matnhers are converted, ſanRified and 


| ſaved. Ina word : behold the eternal pur- 
; poſe of infinite wiſdom and mercy, unfold- 
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The Superiority of the Ways of God 
ing from age toage, in the ſucceflive genera- 
tions of the world. Obſerve its firſt dawn, 
like the chearing eye of the eaſtern ſun; 
trace its progreſs through ſucceeding ages; | 


| behold its glorious ſucceſs in ſpite of the 


greateſt oppoſition, and its continual advance 
towards perfection, according to the origi- 


nal plan laid in his own calm and undif- 
turbed mind : and all this notwithſtanding 


the unruly luſts, and boiſterous paſſions, and 
diſtempered and diſaffeQed hearts of men ; 


nay, notwithſtanding the craft and malice, 
the ſtratagems and rage of infernal ſpirits, 


And hence it will follow, in the Apoſlle's 
fignificant language, that the fooliſhneſs of 
God (fo called by impiety and blaſphemy, or 
ſo expreſſed by a bold figure of an inſpired 
penman) #zs wiſer than men, and the weak» 
neſs of God ſironger than men. 

3. His thoughts are of infinite compals : 
ours contracted and confined, extending to 


but few objects; as to which they are able 
to exerciſe themſelves very {lowly and gra- 


dually, and are forced to examine and re- 
view them with repeated inſpection, leſt we 
fall into error, and lead others after us into 
the like miſtakes. 

We 


to thoſe of Men. 

We know nothing perfefly, and very 
few things exactly ; and are often forced to 
take great pains, before we draw our conclu- 
| fion: and when we do, are ſometimes juſt- 
q  lydiffident, whether we are right or wrong. 
| Great caution 1s neceſſary on our part ; and 
| aſter all our caution and circumſpeCtion, 


great imperfection is diſcernible, and una-_ 


| voidable in all our councils and ndertak- 
| ings. There is a vaſt difference amongſt 
men, who are the moſt upright and faga- 
cious, both as to their judgment and ſteadi- 
neſs of conduct : but the diſproportion be- 
tween the beſt and wiſe{t man, and the all- 
wiſe God, is immeaſurable, and infinite. 


| With what an extenſive and all-comprehen- 
| five view, and yet with what infinite per- 


ſpicuity and exacneſs, and the moſt infal- 


lible certainty, does he behold his works and 


| creatures? His eyes run to and fro throughout 
the earth, and take in all ations, hearts, and 


1 events, at once, He beholds all things paſt, 


preſent, and to come ; forms his purpoſes 
with eaſe and facility, and executes them 
without poſſible error ; whether it be in- 
ſtantly, or in any number of years, or ſuc- 
ceiſion of ages, 


Finally ; 


2 Cor. XV1. 
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3 Joh.i. 5. 


Ja. 1.17. 


Pf. xxx111. 


Ge 


The Superiority of the Ways of God 
Finally : His thoughts are unchangeable, 
ours perpetually fluctuating ; and ſo it is lit 
they ſhould be. 
We are liable to miſtake : we ſee things 
through a glaſs darkly ; and the ſame objects 


in different lights, at different times, and in 


different ſituations. We are liable to decide 
raſhly and injudiciouſly, and the beſt ſatis- 
faction we can ſometimes make is to ac- 
knowledge ourſelves miſtaken, and to re- 
voke our purpoſes: to which, however, 
the human mind 1s very averſe ; and which 
averſion plainly diſcovers the diſtemper of 
our intellectual and eleQtive faculties. But 
the counſel of the Lord ſtlandeth for ever, the 
thoughts of his heart to all generations. He 
is lizht, and in him 1s no darkneſs at all. It 
is infinitely fit, that what is decreed in wil- 
dom and righteouſneſs, ſhould never be re- 
pealed. The purpoſes of God are like him- 
ſelf, without variableneſs or ſhadow of turn- 
ing. He ſpeaketh, and it is done; be conm- 
mandeth, ang it flandeth fajl. Repentance 
is improperly, and only by a figure, aſcrib- 
ed to God; and never means any thing 
more than a change of conduct in him, to- 

_ wards 


to thoſe of Men, 


wards them in whom there is a change of 


heart, as well as behaviour. Otherwiſe his 


decrees are eternal, and immutable. When 
the decree is gone forth, repentance is hid 
from his eyes. He 7s not a man that he ſhould 
change, or the Son of man that he ſhould re- 
ent : which implies, that this imperfection 
to which a creature is liable, is not to be 
attributed to the all-perfe& God, 


x 


Secondly, As God's thoughts are not our 


thoughts, ſo our ways are not bis ways. No; 


they are infinitely different from them, and 
inferior to them. For inſtance, 
| 1. Our ways are morally evil. 


We are born under the power of deprav-_ 


ed propenſities ; neither willing to attend to 


the dictates of truth and wiſdom, nor able 
to follow the laws of nature and reaſon, and. 


the precepts of revelation, without painful 
| firuggles to overcome the oppoſition ariſing 
| from irregular diſpoſitions and external 
| temptations. Nay, our ways are oiten cr1- 


minal and culpable, after a gracious change 
hath happily paſſed upon us. Many go on 


through their whole lives in a wicked courſe : 
contrary to the truth and beauty of moral 


actions, repugnant to univerſal reaſon, deaf to 


and 
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Jude ver. 
19. 

Joh. vill. 


44+ 


- Gal. vi. 8. 


1Jo.ll.15. 


2 Tim, it, 


The Superierity of the IWays of Ged 
and regardleſs of the convictions of their 
own minds, and of the authority and dif- 


| pleaſure of God. They walk in the counſel 


of the ungodly, they ftand in the way of finners, 
they fit in the ſeat of the ſcornful, Many are 
ſenſual, having not the ſpirit; are of their fa. 
ther the devil, whoſe luſts they are deter- 
mined to gratify, and whoſe works they are 
determined to do, They fow to the fleſh, 


They are immerſed in earthly things, They | 


ſo love the world, that tbe love of the Father 
7s not in them. They are lovers of pleaſure 


more than lovers of God. And notwithſtand- 


ing they are conſcious, they are in a wrong 


track ; yet they will proceed and perſevere in_ 


it though j it be to their final ruin, I need not 


attempt other proof of this than by appeal- 


ing to univerſal experience. The cities, or 


villages, where you dwell, the families 


with which you are converſant, the very 
houſes you yourſelves inhabit, and the chil- 
dren and ſervants under your immediate 1n- 
ſpeRion and care, often furniſh examples of 
this melancholy truth: notwithſtanding 
your prudence and prayers, your religious 
inſtructions, or pious examples, 

But if our ways are in the main right, if we 


ſeek 


fo thoſe of Men. 
ſeek todo well, if ours be not the ways of pro- 
” fligate and profane men; if the goſpel hath 
” opened our eyes, and turned us from darkneſs 


if we bear the image of the heavenly, if we 
walk not after the Ale eſh, but after the ſpirit, 
and are really paſſed jrom death to life ; yet 

2, Our beſt ways are not perfect, 

We are ſtill irregular and defective, If 
| our hearts are right awith God, and ſound in 
F his ſtatutes, yet they are not fledfafl? in bis 
| covenant, The very beſt of us fall far ſhort 

of perfection; and the better we are, the 

further ſhall we be from aſſuming and chal- 
lenging this character, or making. the leaſt 
 pretenſion to it, Which of us is able to ap- 
| peal to God that we are innocent, or have 
| made our es perfect before him ? 77 «ce 
| ſay: We have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, 
and that with the worſt deceit in the world; 
the cauſe of which is pride, and the effect 

| of which will be deſiruction : for God re- 
| ſeth the proud, while be giveth grace to the 

| bumble,—And if our ways are perfect | in the 
| ſenſe of fincerity, yet are we apt to tire in 
them, or deviate out of them. We are 
prone to wander and ſtray like a loſt ſheep, 
or 


to light, and from ihe power of ſatan to God, 
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The Supertority of the Ways of God 
or elſe to grow weary and faint in our minds, 
Who needs not the admonitions of God' 
word, the diſcipline of his rod, the warn. 
ings of his providence? Who needs not the 
remonſtrances of conſcience, the encourage. 
ments of divine grace, and the guidance and 
influence of his holy Spirit ; to keep hin 
from falling, or fainting, from becoming 
| looſe, or lukewarm, an unſteady, or waver- 
ing,. a diſconſolate, or joyleſs Chriſtian! 
What, with internal weakneſs, and the force 
"and frequency of external temptation, the 
multitude of bad examples around us, and 
_ the perpetual ſolicitation of ſenſible objects 
which ſtrike ſtrong upon our appetites and 
paſſions : it is not the eaſieſt matter to be 
ſteady, and uniform, chearful, and eſtabliſh- 
ed Chriſtians; notwithſtanding all our af- 
filtances and advantages, and the infinite 
diſproportion between COPNN and eter- 
nal things. 
V/ all! | theſe are our ways. But are the 
God's? Are his ever unreaſonable, or un- I 
juſtifiable, or unſtable, or variable? No; WW. 
they are without any irregularity, or incon- WW. 
fiftency ; without any poſſibility of juſt ac- WW. 
cuſation, or impeachment. 


As 


fo thoſe of Men. 113 
As the application of the ſubjeR, I may SE _— 
| infer, WY 
That here is great cauſe for humility, and 
| ſelf-abaſement, 
” This text may well inftru& and corre& 
: Vain man would be wiſe. Wile he is Job xiaz. 
| in his own conceit ; and wiſe he would be 
F beyond what is written, When therefore Wl. 
| we incline to pry into the divine ſecrets, or W 
explain things too wonderful for us; when 4 
| our preſumptuous minds challenge, or ar- | 
: raign our Maker, and demand reaſons for his T i'B 
E conduct ; when they attempt to ſoar too 
| high, or ſearch too deep; and in ſo doing _ 
E impeach the wiſdom, truth, or righteouſ- _— 
| neſs of God, or dare to tell him what he = 
ought, or ought not to have done ; when they Ul 
| demand irreverently, or inſolently: «© Why | 
, he created man at all, or left him to the j 
| 
| 
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| freedom of his own will ? Why he permitted - 
| evil to enter into the world, or to infet the i 
| heart of man? And why, when he fell into a | 
ſtate of ſin, and miſery, he condeſcended | 
| to redeem and fave him? Why he deter- — 1 
| mincd to effe& this by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt bl 
| his Son? and by the deep humiliation, ex- = 
quifite {|| 
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The Superiority of” the Ways of God 
quiſte ſufferings, and bitter paſſion of that 
innocent, holy, and righteous perſon ? why 
Jeſus Chriſt took not on him the nature f 
angels, rather than that of the ſeed of Abra. 
ham? Why he chooſes any of the finful 
race of men unto ſalvation through ſanQti- 
fication of the ſpirit and belief of the truth, 
and predeſtinates ſome to be conformed to 
the image of his Son; and permits the goſ- 
pel- ſalvation to be effectual only to ſome} 
Why all are invited to mercy, and all who 


_ accept the invitation indebted to divine grace; 


and all, who refuſe, lett without excuſe, 


or remedy * Why God diſtinguiſhed the 
Jews from all the nations of the earth; firſt 


by ineſtimable privileges, and afterwards by 
as terrible and exemylary judgments ? ? Or, 
why God ſends the goſpel to ſome nations, 
and not to all? and exerciles greater pa- 
tience towards ſome than others? When 


we enquire: Why do the wicked proſper; 


or why are the righteous fo often, and fo long 
opprefled, and afflicted? Why are not the 
prayers of God's ſervants immediately an- 
ſwered, and their requeſts granted ? Why 
are ſaithful and merciful men taken away; 
and wilful, and hardened ſinners ſuſfered to 

live? 
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ro thoſe of Men. 
live ?”-—The anſwer to all theſe inquiries is : 


o God's thoughts are not our ZDoughts, nor Our wa 


' qvays his ways, And ſuch as are not filen- 
. ced, or ſatisfied with this reply ; but will Qill 
be daringly inquiſitive, and cenſorious, may 


well expect the juſt expoſtulation, and repri- 


rs 


SERMON 


mand of the apoſtle : Nay, but O man, who Rom. ix. 


art thou that replieſt againjt Ged? 


To conclude : this ſubje&t ſhould lead 


| usto a humble and ſerious examination of 
t our own thoughts and ways ; what they 
E are, and whither they will Icad us ? 


Are they vain, and perverſe, and froward 


E and uniteady ? Let us think, how uniform- 


ly and inflexible wiſe and righteous God's. 


* waysare; and Jabour to imitate them. Lef 
| as ſet the Lord always before us : and endea- 
' vour to think and act with probity, pru=- 
dence, and piety; in ſore correſpondence 
to our glorious original, and model, and to 
the ;nfallible rules of truth and goodneſs, 
with which he hath favoured us in his word, 


tion and joy to that happy time, when 
our nature will be advanced to perfect recti- 
tude, our errors and miſtakes finally cor- 
rected and removed ; and we ſhall nolonger 
I-2 deplore 


20, 


PC, XV1. 8, 


An4 then let us look forward with adora- 
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4x6 The Superiority of the Ways of God, &c: 
z0% deplore the weakneſs of our underſtandings, 
w-— or the inconſtancy and depravity of our af. 
aCor, zz feCtions and deſires ; but when we all, with 
ult, open face beholding the glory of the Lord, 
; ſhall find ourſelves changed into the ſame 


image, from glory to gy, as by the Spirit of 
the Lord. 
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SERMON 


pn 


i The Superiority of the Ways of 
' God to thoſe of Men, 


| ta oetototn tohonecpt echoes 
ISAIAH LV. 8,g. 


| For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nei- 
| ther are your ways my ways, ſaith the Lord. 
| For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

| foare my ways higher than your ways, and my 
F thoughts than your thoughts, 


[A ſecond Sermon on this text.] 


[FOUR HAVE already obſerved in a Sititon 'Þ 
| | V. ; i 
former diſcourſe, that theſe words www on 
contain a general propoſition, re- 't pf 
jets. lating to the infinite diſparity be- IF 
| tween God and man in Zhetr thoughts and 


| ways, or in their counſels and ations ; il- 
I 3 luſtrated 
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XXX. 4. 


The Superiority of the Ways of God 
luſtrated by comparing it to the diſtance of 
the earth from the higheſt heavens, which 
is immeaſurable. 

The compariſon might have been applied 
to a variety of caſes; but I mentioned only 
two, the greatneſ; and goodneſs of the coun- 
cils and proceedings of God ; and the latter 


-particularly, in the a&t of forgzveneſs. For 


thus ſands the conneCtion ; Left the wicked 
forſake his way, and the unrightcous man his 
thoughts ; and let him return to the Lord, and 
he wwill have mercy upon him, and to our God, 
for be will abundantly pardin. For ny 
thoughts are not your thoughts, * mine are 


deep and unfathomable, wiſe, and unerring, 
_ extenſive, and unchangeable; and I may 


account it proper to forgive, what you 1ma- 


eine I ſhould reſent and puniſh,” 


Nothing determines the all-perfe& mind 
in his conduct towards offending creatures, 
but his uner:ing wiſdom and unlimited good- 
neſs: when to pardon, and when to puaiſh; 
and what offences, and what offenders ; and 
after what degrees of patience on his part, 
and provocation on theirs. And the reaſon 
of this is aſſigned by Moſes in his ſacred 
long: He 7s a rock, his work is perfed# ; jr 
| al 


to thoſe of Men. i119 
all his ways are judgment ; a God of truth MR 
and without iniquity, juſt and right is he. In —_— 
the forgiveneſs of fin God always does what 
is fit, and certainly does what he hath pro- 
miſed. He acts by a ſteady, and invariable 
rule of equity, goodneſs, and wiſdom. He 
hath one end in view; and chuſes thoſe 
means to accompliſh it, which are the moſt 
hit and congruous. He does not arrive at 
the knowledge of crimes and criminals, ofr 
of facts and principles, as we do; namely, 
by deliberation and deduction, by adviſing 
| and conſulting with others, or by doutttul 
| and uncertain teſtimony : but he heholds all 


his creatures, and their whole benaviour in * | 
one comprehenſive view ; and diſpenſes par- bf 
don, or puniſhment, according to the dic- oi 
tates of his own unerring underſtanding; ii 
He eaſily takes in all the frailties and circum- li 
ſtances of all his creatures ; and weighs their bl 
actions, with all their motives, in a juſt and . NF 
impartial balance. And this moſt righte- | "1 
ous and unexceptionable conduct he ob- bl 
ſerves, as to the guilt of nations and focie- it 
ties of people, as well as of individuals, [3 


—_ 


ne 
—— 


God is infinite in mercy, as well as in 
every other perfection of his nature, and 
Ry 2” hath 
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120 The Superiority of the Ways of God 
1x08 hath publiſhed and: demonſtrated this to the 
way World, and would have it obſerved and ce. 
"Rood. Jebrated by his faithful ſervants, as his name, 
3x90 his glorious and unchangeable memorial ; 
and herranſcends and riſes abovehis creatures, 
Mic. vii, X . Rn 
18. particularly, in forgiving offences, as well ag 
/ In every other exprefſion of his goodneſs; 
even as the heavens are higher than the earth, 


And this will be demonſtrated and illuſ- 
trated by conſidering, 


1. The inequality of the perſons offended, 
God and man; our Maker, and a {el- 
| low-creature, 


Eby he diſtance between the moſt abjeC or 
atrocious criminal, and the higheſt and moſt 
reſpeable of the ſons of men, is only that 
of one fellow-creature from another. So that 
our offences can only be committed againſt 
one, who partakes of the ſame common na- 

| ture with ourſelves. But perhaps you will 
ſay: * Our ſuperior however, in age, in 
wealth, in power, in ſtation ; our prince, 
our benefactor, or our parent. ” TI anſwer: A 
fellow-creature ſtill : one made of the ſame 
clay with ourſelves, -and moulded by the 
ſame. almighty hand, which moulded us; 
and whoſe breath 1 is in his noſtrils, and who 
muſt 
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to thoſe of Ment: 121 
muſt lie down in the ſame bed of earth, SERMON 
and ſay to corruption : Thou art my father, >—wv 
and to the worm : Thou art my fifler, and 19>. 
mother, And what proportion is there be- 
tween a fellow-creature, though a prince, or 
a parent z and the mo/? High God, the Crea- Gen.xiv. 
tor and poſſeſſor of heaven and earth ; the "W 
bleſſed and only potentate, who is Lord of 1Timsvi. 
brds, and King of kings; the God and Fa= *” 
ther of us all. O Lord, faith this prophet : "_ h.ir.6. 
Thou art our Father. We are the clay, and PS 
thou the potter, and we all are the work of 8, © 
thy band: a Being likewiſe, who is ſelf-ex- . 
iſtent, omnipreſent, and omnipotent : from _ 
whom no ſwiftneſs can enable us to fly; = 
from whoſe piercing eye, or vengeful arm, þ 
no darkneſs can hide, no power defend us ; 
and with whom we can no more contend, 
than with an all-devouring lame, or over-. 


whelming tempeſt. 
Between man and man there is no original 


difterence of nature; all are made of one Ads xvii, 
blood. If one offends another, he offends " 
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| one, who hath no ſuperior natural rights v 
| or excellencies to himſelf, and perhaps + | 
| no leſs human frailty than the offender : j 
| one, who is ſubje&t to the like paſ- WW 
fions with other men, liable to offend, and i 
| il 
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any mms 


The Superiority of the Ways of Ged 
who needs forgiveneſs himſelf, And what 


is he then to the offended Majeſty of heaven 
and earth ; whoſe laws are violated, whoſe 


authority is impeached, whoſe glory is ec- 
_ Clipſed, and the majeſty of whoſe govern- 


ment 1s contemned, and diſhonoured ? And 


where wilful deliberate fin is committed, and 


frequently repeated, and attended with pre- 
ſumption, ingratitude, and other high ag- 
gravations ; every argument and motive to 
forgiveneſs ſeems to be taken away, except 
his own mercy, and goodneſs : and multi- 
plied reaſon 1s left to provoke him to take 
into his hand, not the rod of correction only, 
but the ſword of vengeance. 

The vaſt inequality of the perſons offend- 
ed, namely, a frail and dying creature, and 
the living and eternal God, points out a wide 
diſference between the ways of God and man, 
in the forgiveneſs of injuries and offences, 


2. There 1s likewiſe a vaſt difference in 
the diſproportion of the crimes com- 
mitted and forgiven, 


We forgive a peeviſh, or paſſionate ex- 
preſſion, a raſh ſpeech, or a rude ation 
ſome acts of indiſcreet, undutiful, diſloyal, or 

| ungrate- 


to thoſe of Men. 123 


ungrateful behaviour : but God forgives be 
treaſon, rebellion, and perfidy, unprovoked, awuv, 
and unparalleled. He forgives daily and 

hourly offences. —We {orgive a few pence, 

he ten thouſand talents. We ſeven times ; 

he ſeventy times ſeven.—If the malignity of 

crimes is enhanced, according to the dig- 

nity and authority of the perſon againſt 

whom they are committed ; what a difterence 

does this make between the forgiveneſs of 

God, and man? Of God, who is the natu- 

ral Lord of the world, the univerſal law- 

giver, and ſupreme magiſtrate, and judge of 

the earth; and us, frail and finite crea- 

tures, who have no power, or authority, 

but what is derived from him, nor any na- 

tural authority, or Jurifdiction, over each 

other ?. 
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3. Another ground of difference lies in 
the power of puniſhing. 


It often happens, that the moſt angry 

and furious men have the leaſt power to 

' avenge themſelves; and God hath fo or- 
 dered it in wifdom, and mercy to tae reft 
of mankind. There is that eager reſent- 
' ment and malice in ſome tempers, that 
would 
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The Superiority of the Ways of Ged 
would tnake ſad havock with theit fellow 
creatures, if providence had not weakened 
their hands, and limited their power. Ma- 
lice is often impotent, as well as always un- 
reaſonable, And happy for us, the great- 


eſt Being is the beſt. The Lord God om» 


nipotent is infinitely wiſe, and diſpaſſionate, 
Fury is not in him. He, who hath always 


ability to puniſh, hath a never-failing diſ. 


poſition to pardon.,—Men often have the 
guilt of anger without the power of ſhew- 


ing it ; or the folly of ſhewing it without 


the power of making others feel it. But 


God, who is highly, as well as frequently, of- 


| 
| 
i 


fended; and who hath us alwaysin his power, 


and could eaſily, as well as juſtly perſue us 
to immediate and utter deſtruction, is flow 


to anger: with him there is mercy and plen- 
zecus redemption, Judgment is his ſtrange 
work : and he never inflicts it, till it is un- 


_ avoidable; till the ſinner is incorrigible ; and 


till it would be diſhonourable to his ow n in- 
finite truth, and righteouſneſs, and deſtruc- 


tive to the ends of government, to forbear 


_ and reſtain it any longer. 


4. Inſtead of contriving reaſons to juſ- 
tify his anger, and ſharpen reſent- 
ment, 


to thoſe of Men. 
ment, as men often do; God ſeeks 
occaſions and arguments, if I may be 
| allowed the expreſſion, to induce him 
to forgive. This is the repreſentation 

' given of him in the ſacred writings. 


The helpleſs and miſerable condition of 
the offenders, if not forgiven, is ſometimes 
repreſented as a motive to forgiveneſs. 
 Thusinthecaſe of Nineveh, whoſe wicked- Jonahii?. i 
| neſscameup before God ; that is, wasſo hein- ***'7 it 
* ous, and aggravated, that he ſent the pro- 
phet Jonah to cry againſt it, and proclaim bi 
its deſtruction in forty days: which when i 
” the king and the people heard, they believed 
' God, and proclaimed a faſt, and put on ſack- 
chth, and cried mightily to God, and turned 
| from their evil way ; ſaying : Who can tell, 
: ' if God will turn, and repent, that we periſh 
| nd? And the iflue was, that God repented Ver. to. 
of the evil be had denounced againſt them, and 
be did it not. That is, they changed their 
behaviour, and he his conduct. But this 
exceedingly diſpleaſed Jonah, who here- 
upon remonſtrates with God, and upbraids 
him with a breach of his threatning. T7 knew 
that thou wert a gracious God and merciful, 


firw 


126 


Se on ſow to anger, and of great kindneſs, and re. 


The Superiority of the I ays of God 


Lym penteſi thee of the evil, And what could he 
have ſaid of him, that was more honour- 
able, and glorious? What repreſentation 
could he have given of him more vener. 
able and amiable ? T1 knew, that thou art a 
gracious God and merciful, flow to anger, and 


of great kindneſs, and repenteſt thee of the evil, 


Thereſore—therefore what? why, therefore 
it was very probable, the judgment de- 
nounced would not be inflited. Neverthe- 


.. leſs this proud and peeviſh man was very an- 


ory, concluding he ſhould beaccounted afalfe 
prophet. But to convince him of his raſh- 


| neſs, and expoſe his folly, God prepared him 


a gourd, the ſhade of which refreſhed bim in 
the heat ' of one day, and the next night it 
withered ; which again made him angry even 


unto death. Then ſaid the Lord: {hou haft 


bad pity on the gourd, for the which thou baſt 
not laboured, neither madeſ} it grow ; which 


came up in a night, and periſhed in a night, 
And ſhould not I ſpare Nineveh that great 
city, wherein are more than fix ſcore thouſand 


perſons who canno? diſcern between their right 
band and their left ; and alſo much cattle ? 


As if he had ſaid: © O Jonah! it is well 
{or 
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for Nineveh, I am not inflamed by indig- _ 


nation, and averſe to lenity, and commiſera-= wy 
tion, as thou art ; but while peeviſhneſs and 
reſentment are the diſhonour and reproach 
; _ of human nature, patience and pity are the 
' boaſt and glory of the divine.” | 

Another argument with God to forbear 
* and forgive, which we meet with in the ſfa- 
cred ſcriptures, is: that he may prevent the 
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$ reproaches, and filence the inſults of 1 Igno- | | if 
rant and unreaſonable men. PE — 
| On thele accounts the Iſraelites were af | ; 
ten preſerved, and delivered, when their fins l 
ſeemed to have doomed them to extirpa- 3H 
tion. Thus thoſe two famous interceſlors 0 
| on their behalf, Moſes and Samuel, rea- | # 
| fon and intercede with God, When he " 
threatened to difinherit them, Moſes pleads "i 
thus on their behalf: Then the Egyptians Num. ziv. l: 
 ſoall bear it, and they will tell it to the inha- 1%: *c: l; 
bitants of this land , for they bave beard, that þ 
thou, Lerd, art amongſt this people, and that 'F 
thou art ſeen face t9 face. Now if thou | þ 
fſhouldſt kill all this people, as one man, then _ 


| the nations, which beard the fame of thee, 
| will beak, ſaying 5 Becauſe the Lord was not 

| able to bring this people into the land, which 
| be 
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5s won be ſware unto them, therefore be hath ſlain 
wm Zhem in the wilderneſs. As though he ſhould 


 fay: © There is no concealing it from the 


world, that this is the people, whom thou 


broughteſt out of Egypt by ſigns and won-. 
| ders. The fame of this memorable emi. 


oration hath reached far and wide. And 


ſhall the world queſtion or arraign thy 


power, after they have heard of ſuch migh- 
ty diſplays of it ? Shall the God of Ifſrael be 


reproached with fickleneſs, or impotence ? 


Shall they aſperſe thee, by ſaying : He did 


- much for them, but not all that he intended 


and promiſed ? And ſo thy glory be given 
to idols, and graven images? God forbid, 


_ that they, who have heard of thy renown, 
and to whom thy people are become both 


their envy and terror, ſhould at laſt re- 
proach thee with unfaithfulneſs, or un- 
ſteadineſs ; and alledge, that thou didfſt not, 
or couldſt not, perform both thy word and 


1Sam. xii. thy covenant!” So Samuel : The Lord ll 


22, 


 XXXi1, 2 


27. 


not forſake his people for his great name's 
Jake ; becauſe it pleaſed the Lord to make you 


| bis people. And fo Jehovah himſelf: 7 /aid: 
6, 1 would ſcatter them into corners, 1 would 
make the remembrance of them ceaſe fron 


among 
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to thoſe of Meiji, 
armng men: were it not, that T feared the 
wrath of the enemy; leſt their adverſaries 


ſhould behave themſelves ſirangely, and | ft 


they ſhould ſay : Our band ts high, and the 
Lord bath not done all this. That is: «I 
will have patience with, and pity, and ſpare 
them, to ſtop the mouth of idolaters, and 


blaſphemers ; to aſlert and vindieate my 
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' own power, and mereys my truth, fidelity, 
- and goodneſs,” bh 
| The number and quality of the offences 
| committed are ſometimes alſo repreſented as 
* an argument with God to forgive then. 


So the plalmiſt intreats : - For thy trame's 


| ſate, pardon mine iniquity ; for it is great ; 


| that 1 is: © too great for me to extenuate, or 
| atone for ; or for any other mercy to forgive, 
| but thine, which 1s infinite, and bound- 


cy 


But above all other arguments, that 


Ewhich is the moſt prevalent under the goſ- 


| pel, is the mediation and interceſſion of Jem 


ſus Chriſt, How far the prophet was aCc- 
{quainted with this, appears not : but whete 
this is clearly revealed, it opens a ſcene of 


Egrace, and compaſſion, equally matvellous; 
w $lorious ; ; and diffuſes beams of light; 
K and 


Pf xxv;it; 
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and hope ſufficient to diſperſe the thickeſt 
clouds of darkneſs and terror, and lay a ſure 
and ſolid foundation for comfort and joy to 
every penitent, converted ſinner ; let his 
paſt guilt have been ever ſo heinous, or ag- 


gravated. 


'5. Finally: The difference between 
God's ways and man's in the a of 
forgiveneſs, lies very much in the 
manner in which he forgives, which 
IS free, and final. 


He pardons all our fins upon true repen- 
tance, faith, and prayer, ſo fully, and ab- 
ſolutely , that they are all ſaid to be forgut- 
ten, and blotted out ; they are purged away ; 


they are "antubered no more; they are caſ 


znto the bottom of the ſea ; and there ſhall bt 
10 condemnation on account of them hereaf- 


ter, for ever. Though nations and bodies 
of men are often puniſhed with heavy tem- 


poral calamities, in which the innocent ſuf- 


fer with the guilty ; yet all true penitents, 


_ all humble, and contrite {inners, are ſo par- 


Mat. i, 21, 


doned for Chriſt's ſake, as to be received to 
everlaſting mercy. So we read, He ſþul 
ſave his Sha from their fins, Through this 


man 


fo theſe of Men: 
man is preached unto you the forgiveneſs of Ss os 


| fins. Chriſt ated for our fins according to the 

| ſcriptures. Who gave bimſelf for our fins. 
 Andagain: He hath once appeared to put 
| away fin by the ſacrifice of bimſelf. He loved 
us, and waſhed us from our ſins in his own 
| bled. And to add no more : If we confeſs 


. aur fins, be is faithful and juſt to forgive us 
| our ſins, and to Cleanſe us Jo all wnrighte- 


; | ouſneſs, . 


But this ſabje& will receive a farther il- 


| luſtration, if after the view we have taken 


| of the divine diſpoſition ; we conſider the 
© imperfeQtions, which frequently attend hu- 
” man forgiveneſs. And 

| 1. Many of your fellow-creatures will not 
| forgive at all. 


E tor opportunities to retaliate injuries, or to 
| expreſs their reſentment in the moſt ſen- 
| ſible and effeRtual manner ; and make of- 


voke them, they ſhall feel it to their coſt, 
| and perhaps to their ruin, Though the 


k 2 ng  bene= 


| They are fo hard- TOE} and impla- 
Fable, as to meditate revenge, They watch 


| fenders know, that if they injure, or pro-. 


light of nature ſhows them the beauty of 


131 


-— —_—_— 
Ads X.43. 
1 Cor. XV, 
4. - 

Gal. ie 4+ 


Heb. Ix. 


26; 


Rev.i.s. 


i Joh. i.g, 


EE port furs LoL PET rite 2b * ns 
LEE Fre RSS: on — —— — on (od > 
= EL « 2 * I%® rn Ger" Ee Re Ee NR «lA, OR 
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Szx0*8 benevolence, and the duty and propriety of 
———— forbearance and compaſſion : and the voice of 
revelation expreſsly declares to them, that 

God 1s love; that bis name 1s the Lord, the 

_ bs. Lerd God, merciful and gracious, long-ſuf- 

' fering and abundant in goodneſs and truth, 

keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving ini- 

quity, tranſgreſſion, and fin : though Chriſt, 

the image of the Father's glory, taught for- 

giveneſs in the moſt commanding, and 

practiſed it in the moſt amiable manner, 

and to the largeſt extent : and the religion 

they profeſs, breathes no other ſpirit, but that 

of generoſity, gentleneſs, forbearance and 

love; as if it meant to diſcharge and expel 

all the rancour and malignity of human na- 

ture, and kindle a divine flame of love in 

the hearts of men, which ſhould aſſimilate 

every thing into its own likeneſs : yet they 

are implacable and unmerciful ; their ſpirits 

are untractable, and unforgiving ; and they 

are not melted down with the loweſt ſub- 

miſſions, or warmeſt ſupplications of thoſe 

who have affronted, or offended them. Or 

2, If they forgive at all, it is with diff 
culty. 


1 Joh. iv. 
8. 


They 


fo thoſe of Men. 

They are eaſily provoked, but hardly ap- 
| peaſed, and reconciled.” The offender, how- 
ever deſirous of reconciliation, knows not 
by what behaviour to aſſuage their reſent- 
ments, or recover their favour. Though he 
may ſuddenly, and unwarily have offended, 


| ot he may be faion of peg for 


| long time, before he can ſucceed ; if ever 
| he ſucceeds. The offended perſon may not 
| be willing to acknowledge, that revenge is 
ſweet; yet may a@, as if he did not diſa- 
vow, or was not aſhamed of, that inglorious 
| maxim. Nay, it often happens, that the 
- nearer the relation, the warmer and more 


1 violent the reſentment ; and an offending 
| ſtranger ſhall ſooner be forgiven, than an of» 


| fending brother. Or, Th 

3. They forgive but very imperfectly. 

* They are with difficulty brought to the 
| external appearance of it: and when they 
are, they do not forgive from the heart ; 
they are not open, and fincere, and gener- 
ous, and unreſerved in their forgiveneſs. 
Their reſentment is loud and clamorous ; 
and they call witnefſes, and appeal to their 
friends and to every by-ſtander, againſt thoſe 
who have injured them ; as if they were 
K 3 per- 
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perſons of ſo much conſequence, that all 
mankind muſt abet their quarrel ; and cen. 
ſure, or applaud, bleſs, and curſe, as they 


do. But when they come to exerciſe for. 


giveneſs, it is with ſo little ardor, and fo 
much ceremony ; it is ſo proudly, or parti. 


ally, or with ſo much reſerve, and reluc. 


tance, that their forgiveneſs hardly deſerves 


the name, —A generous. heathen, ſaith one, 


would be aſhamed of the imperfe forgive- 


_ neſs, which is expreſſed by my a __ 


ſed Chriſtian, 

' 4 Heinous and aggravated faults are {el 
dom forgiven. 

Theſe are divulged, and expoſed, and 
placed in the moſt-invidious lights, in order 
to inhance the aggravation, and inflame and 
Juſtify their reſentment, Here the unfor- 
giving challenge a right of reſentment ; and 
ſet at nought, and hold in ſovereigh con- 
tempt, all pleas, and arguments, which 
can be ſuggeſted, or alledged, to gain them 


over to the fide of mercy. © Had it not been 
ſo high a crime, ſuch a daring inſult ; had 
it not wounded them in ſo tender a part; 


or been perpetrated with ſo much delibe- 
ration, or proceeded from ſach deep and 
bares» 
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 barefaced malignity ; they could have. ad- TReN 

þ * mitted an advocate to have interpoſed, and a 

” hearkened to propoſals of reconciliation : 

but ſuch immeaſurable injury and inſolence_ 

hath ſurpaſſed all bounds, and rendered all 

© further intercourſe impracticable, and inad- 

| miſſible.” And from henceforth the offender N 

F and offended muſt at leaſt be firangers, if { 

| not enemies, for ever. | 

| 5. Men will not forgive often. | 

| If they do it once, they will hardly do it 

E a ſecond time, They account it beneath 

| their dignity to condeſcend ſo low and ſo of- 

| ten, They pretend, that it invites injuries, 


| incurs the imputation of weakneſs, and pu- * 
E fillanimity ; and makes them appear as if 2 
| they did not know the worth of their own | 
3 friendſhip, or favours, or were not ſaftici- i 


b ently ſenſible of their own merit, and the Þ 
& eſteem and reverence it ought to challenge 4 
F from all men.—Ocr if they forgive the ſame, 
| orthelikeoffence a ſecond time; it muſt not be 
| till after a very humble acknowledgment, or 
| the earneſtinterceſſion of ſome powerful me- 
| diator, or upon ſome adequate recompence, 
| or ſatisfaction, So much grace, and good- 
q eſs on their part, mult be highly applaud- 
| K 4. ed, 
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ed, and admired, and for ever acknowledged 


| by the party offended ; and the whole cir- 


cle of their acquaintance muſt hear of, an 
celebrate their unexampled clemency, and 
condeſcenſion, 

6. Finally : Suppoſe they ſhould forgive, 
yet they will not admit the offender to 
confidence and favour, much leſs advance 
him to honour, This is not the manner of 
men ; nor conſidering their frailties and paſ- 
ſions, 1s it always fit it ſhould be. For al. 


_ though every offender, upon proper ſub. 


miſſion, and repentance, is entitled to hi 
fellow-creature*s forgiveneſs, yet not to hi; 
confidence : inaſmuch as we cannot be al. 
ways ſecure the penitent offender is ſincere; 


or we perhaps may not be able to defend our- 
ſelves againſt his malicious devices, _ if he 
_ Prove an hypocrite. 


And now, leaving theſe remarks on the 


 Imperfeftion of human nature to the calm 
' retirement and cool reflection of pious 


minds ; minds, prone perhaps to be ruffled 
with reſentment, under occurrences and of- 


fences grievoully trying, and provoking; 


| hoping that, ſet home by the powerful prin- 


giples of religion, and the awes and govern- 
ment 


to thoſe of Men. 
ment of conſcience, they will become ef- 


forgiving temper : let us all for our own ad- 
monition and encouragement, frequently 
” aſk ourſelves: © How does God forgive ?”' 
” What an inequality is there in the perſons 
© offended? and what an infinite diſſimilitude 
© in their behaviour ? Is he implacable, or un- 
merciful? Is he eaſily offended ; and hardly 
appeaſed, and reconciled ? Does he forgive 
imperfealy, or only a fingle tranſgreſſion ? 
Do great offences kindle his anger into ven- 
geance ? Is his long-ſuffering and patience 
preſently exhauſted ? and do his compaſ- 
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fions ever fail? Does he exact full fatisfac- 


| tion, and compenſation; and caf? ws znto pri- 
| ſon, until we have paid the wery laſt mite? 


and refuſe his favour, or withdraw his coun- 
tenance and confidence from humble, pe- 
nitent, contrite ſouls ? 


And now what remains, but to apply the 
ſubje& to ourſelves by ſome ſuitable reflec- 
tions ? And 
| 1. How ſtrong a motive is this not to 
, tranſgreſs ! 

| Sf) 


Does he upbraid thoſe whom he forgives ; 
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So far is God's paternal and unparalleled 
clemency and compaſſion from giving en. 


couragement to offend, that it is the ſtrongeſt 
argument in the world againſt ever oftend. 
| Ing. If there be any conſideration ſuited to 


excite gratitude, and to awaken in us a fear 


_ of caution; it is God's readineſs to bear with 


our infirmities, to paſs by our tranſgreſſions, 
and to commilſerate our wretched condition, 


| Should he be ftrit to mark, and ſevere to 
- puniſh our iniquities, who could ſtand be- 


Rom. vi. 
1,2. 


forehim ? The contrary ſentiment the apoſtle 
treats with a becoming deteſtation, and hor- 


- ror. Shall we fin, that grace may abound? 
| God forbid! © This,” as if he had ſaid, 


« would be as unnatural and odious, and im- 
pious; as betrayinga worthy and affeCtionate 
confident, or aflaſlinating the moſt generous 


benefactor,” 


Hear how the divine clemency is repre- 
ſented in God's own word, by the Jew- 


ih lawgiver ; and let it affe& thy heart, 


Exod. 
XXXIV. ©, 


7» 


and teach thee, if thou art not a block of 
marble, how difingenuous it muſt be to ot- 
fend ſo amiable and venerable a Being. He 
proclaims him, as the Lord, the Lord Goa, 
merciful, and gracious, long-ſuffering; abun- 
dant in goodneſs and truth ; keeping a for 

|  fi0t- 


#0 thoſe of Meni 


thouſands, forgiving iniquity, tranſareſi bon, 
| ad fin. And this evangelical prophet 
abounds with the boldeſt metaphors, when 


he is illuſtrating God's never failing and ſo- 


vereign diſpoſition to mercy, Come now, and 
ket us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord : though 
your ſis be as ſcarlet, they Jhall be as white 
as ſnow ; though they be red like crimſon, 


| they ſhall be as wool. Again: 7, even 1, am 
| He, that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions for my 
| own ſake, and will not remember thy ſins. 
| And yet again: I have blotted out, as a thick 
F cloud, thy tranſgreſſions, and as a cloud, thy 


ſins: return unto me, for T have redeemed 


| thee, Thus the royal Plalmiſt, and other 
F prophets : He forgiveth all thine iniquities. 
| So Jeremiah : 1 will forgive their iniquity, 
F and I will remember their fins no more. And 


ſo Ezekiel : All his tranſgreſſions which be 


& bath committed, they ſhall not be mentioned 
| wntohim, Hoſea : My heart is turned with- 
| in me, my repentings are kindled together. 
| And fo the prophet Micah in that known 
| place: Who is a God like unto thee, that par- 
| doneth iniquity, and paſſeth by the tranſgreſ- 
| fron of the remnant of his beritage? He res 
1 taineth not his anger for ever, becauſe be de- 


lighteth 
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lighteth in mercy. And is this'not an argyu- 
ment to the moſt conſtant veneration, af. 
feQion, and obedience ? 

How full the New Teſtament is of promiſes 
of pardon, and ſalvation, to true penitents, 
needs hardly to be inſiſted on in an aſſembly 
of Chriſtians : and will create in all pious 
hearts aſtoniſhment, and delight ; and carry 
the evidence of the doctrine before us, and - 
the argument from thence to purity, and 
thankfulneſs, into a full and uncontrovertible 
demonſtration, But 


| 2, God's readineſs to forgive is the 
higheſt reaſon for repentance, and 'a ſtrong 
argument for prayer. 


To ſuppoſe that this doctrine renders 
both, or either of theſe, needleſs, is utter- 
 lygroundleſs, and abſurd. Repentance, and 
prayer, it is granted, are not the procuring 
cauſes of the divine favour; but asthe means 
of obtaining it, they are indiſpenſably re- 
quifite. We have no more reaſon to ſup- 
poſe pardon attainable without humiliation, 
and prayer, than we have to ſuppoſe bread 
attainable without labour, or ſafety without 
foreſight. They diſcover a diſpoſition of 

mind 
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© mind fit to receive divine mercy ; and pre» Szxmon 

© pare the heart for it, as cultivation prepares RC, 

F the earth for ſeed, or exerciſe the body for 

| its food, and natural repoſe.—In a word, 

| they are neceſſary, as means and qualifica- | 

| tions; and divine forgiveneſs is not, in the | 

7 ordinary courſe of things, to be expetted, of | 

| obtained without them. mn 

2. This ſubject invites, I had almoſt i 

| ſaid, conſtrains, us to imitate this divine per- | 

| fection. 

| 1s he good to all? ſo ſhould we be. Ts. 

| he ready to forbear and forgive? ſo ſhould 

| we be. Does he do it freely, and unreſerv- 

| edly, after the greateſt provocation, and 
higheſt affront to the majeſty and authority 
of his government, and the purity and excel- 

| lence of his laws ? Let not men be prone to 

| reſent, or ready to retaliate, or revenge, real, 

| or ſuppoſed injuries. There is no need to 
make ourſelves contemptible, or to ſuffer the 
oppreſſive or inſolent to trample us under 
their feet ; nor for preventing this, is there 
any need, to betake ourſelves to violence, 
and vengeance. But there 1s great cauſe to 
contemplate the divine goodneſs, as our pat=- 

terns 
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Sexxov tern ; to labour to make an impartial judg. 
—— ment, and eſtimate, whenever we deem 


\ 


Prov. xix. 


 # FIR 


Rom. Xiit. 


21, 


ourſelves injured, or affronted. It behovey 
us to do to others in all caſes, as we would 
wiſh they ſhould do to us ; and to ſet a 
ſtrict guard on ourſelves, that we be not 


ſoon, or long angry : remembering, it zs 


the glory of a man to paſs over a tranſgreſſion 
and his higheſt diſhonour to ſuffer wrath to 
reſt in his boſom. Let us then love our bre- 
thren, forgive our enemies, live 'peaceably 
with all men; and of be overcome of evil, 
but overcome pry with good, 


4. Finally : With what a dreadful aggra- 
vation of guilt, and under what inſupport- 
able horror and deſpair, muſt they periſh, 
who are not led to repentance and ſalvation 
by unlimited and infinite mercy ! 


The readineſs of God to pardon, and the 
free and generous manner in which he offers 
it, leaves all obſtinate and impenitent fin- 
ners without excuſe. The goodneſs of God 


_ affords the higheſt encouragement, and the 


ſtrongeſt conſolation to broken hearts, and 
contrite ſpirits. But if the riches of his 


goodneſs be deſpiſed, if it prove utterly in- 
effeual 


| to theſe of Men. 143 
D cffeual to lead us to repentance ; this will Szzwox 


k ” 
od. 
* 


ay 


4 
8 


God, and muſt bind the tremendous doom 
© of finally obſtinate and impenitent ſinners 
| upon themſelves, without any hope of deli- 
F verance. For after ſuch mercy hath been 
finally rejeted, 7s God unrighteons, or ſevere, Rom. iii. 
=: taking Vengeance ? Know, ſinner, that 5" 

| to upbraid his juſtice 1s only to inhance thy 

| guilt, and expoſe thy ingratitude : for he will PL.li. 4. 
| be juſtified when he ſpeaketh, and clear when 

| be judgeth, 
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Sexxov tern ; to labour to make an impartial judg. 
w—— ment, and eſtimate, whenever we deem 


Prov. xix. 


Rom. xii. 


_ affords the higheſt encouragement, and the 
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ourſelves injured, or affronted. It behovey 
us to do to others in all caſes, as we would 
wiſh they ſhould do to us ; and to ſet a 
{tri guard on ourſelves, this we be not 
ſoon, or long angry : remembering, it 
the glory of a man to paſs over a tranſgreſſion 
and his higheſt diſhonour to ſuffer wrath to 
reſt in his boſom. Let us then love our bre- 
thren, forgive our enemies, live peaceably 
with all men; and not be overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good. 


4. Finally : With what a dreadful aggra- 
vation of guilt, and under what inſupport- 
able horror and deſpair, muſt they periſh, 
who are not led to repentance and ſalvation 
by unlimited and infinite mercy ! 


The readineſs of God to pardon, and the 
free and generous manner in which he offers 
it, leaves all obſtinate and impenitent fin- 
ners without excuſe. The goodneſs of God 


ſtrongeſt conſolation to broken hearts, and 
contrite ſpirits. But if the riches of his 
groan be deſpiſed, if it prove utterly 1n- 

effectual 


to thoſe of Men, 
© effectual to lead us to repentance ; this will 
| top every mouth from complaint againſt 


; upon themſelves, without any hope of deli- 
E verance. For after ſuch mercy hath been 
| finally rejefted, 7s God unrighteons, or ſevere, 
3 11 taking Vengeance *£ F Know, {inner, that 
| to upbraid his juſtice is only to inhance thy 
| ouilt, and expoſe thy ingratitude : for he will 
| be juſtified when be ſpeaketh, and clear when 
he judgeth., 
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SERMON VI 


_ The Duty of working: out our 
Salvation explained, and en- 
forced. 


PHILIPPIANS II. 12, ' 
 #Work out your own ſalvation with fear 
_ and trembling : for it is GOD that work- 
eth in you, both to will and to do, of bis own 

good pleaſure, 
[ The firſt Sermon on this text. ] 


Sexuox 1 FKKAHE Apoſtle proceeds in this chap- 

vi. BTK ter, in exhorting theſe Chriſtians 
Cee to ſeveral duties; and in thelc 
words, to diligence and ſeriouſneſs in the 


great work of their eternal ſalvation. He 
was 


'The Duty of working out our Salvation &:c. iag 

was encouraged to hope, they would attend Seamon 
& to this exhortation, and readily comply with Syd 
© it, from the diſpoſition they had hitherto 

” always diſcovered to vory the goſpel ; whe- 

E ther he was preſent, or abſent. Wherefore, 

| my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not in 

| my preſence only, but now much mort in my 

| abſence ; work out your own ſalvation with 

| fear and trembling, GC. 
' In theſe words you will obſerve theſe 


F three parts: 


INS. ew. 3 Je * Op OO ; 
+ + (I Le r 
oa W' ns p 


I. A very ſerious exhortation : Work out 
Our. 0WN ſalvation. A moſt im pors 

| tant admonition ! in which every one 

| binder the goſpel is particularly cdn-. 
cerned; and to which nothing can 
be of ſuperior, of equal conſideration. 


x 1. Here | 1s a direftion as to the manner, 
in which this exhortation isto be com- 
plied with : Our ſalvation is to be 
wrought out 1 th fear and trembling. 


And, VERS. 

HI: Here is the argument, or motive, by 
which this exhortation is enforced : 
1t is GOD, that wor#:th in you both 

n-- _# 


——te A . 


A 
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Pet. 1.9. 


Ing any preſent good. Bodily pain, and fick-' 
nels, or temporal calamity and diſaſter, are 


The Duty of working out our Salvation 
to wwill, and to do, of bis own £cod 
pleaſure: with whoſe aſſiſtance we 
'may hope to ſucceed, notwithſtand. 
ing all diſcouragements, and oppoſi. 
tion ; and without which we could 
have little hope of ſucceſs, were our 
abilities greater, and our diſcourage. 
ments fewer than they are. And as no 
exhortation can be of higher import- 
ance, ſo no motive can carry in i 
more powerful encouragement than 
this. 


I ſhall endeavour to illuſtrate each of 
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theſe obſervations. 


| 
I. I am to loftrate the exhortation: I | 
Work out your own ſalvation. . 


. By ſalvation here is not intended deliver- 
ance from any temporal evil, or the obtain- 


not the evils we are chiefly to endeavour to 
be /aved from; nor is this the ſalvation we ere 
exhorted to acquire. It is a ſpiritual and 
eternal ſalvation, tiled by St. Peter, 7he ſat- 
vation of our ſouls; and repreſented as a ſut- 
ficient recompence for the loſs of all world- 
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explained, and enforced. 
ly good. The value of this ſalvation is 
hardly conceivable : as it imports the entire 


abſence of all evil, and the perfect and per- 
petual poſſeſſion of all good; a total and 


final diſcharge and deliverance from fin, and 


guilt, and miſery; and a reſtoration to the 
image and favour of Gop for ever. 
And then, it is our own ſalvation ; which 


- comesthe neareſt to ourſelves, and cannot fail 


to have the ſtrongeſt attraction of any concern 
whatever. For how much ſoever it behoves 


us to regard the common ſalvation, the ſalva- 
- tion of our children, and moſt beloved 


; friends; yet a regard to our own perſonal 
/ happineſs is our more immediate, and pri- 
\ Mary concern. 


| The original word tranſlated: Wart out 1s 
| emphatical ; it ſignifies working with all. 


| one's might, or taking true pains ; not at- 
| tending to it occaſionally only, when we are 


In humour, or at leiſure, and then laying it 
| alide; but reſolving with conſtaney, and 
| perſevering to finiſh what we begin. 


And though this exhortation be addreſ- 


| led to a chriſtian church ; and in the ſequel 
| of this diſcourſe will be ſtrictly applied in 
| that view : Yet it may not improperly be 


| gp! 3 


Jude ver, 
3. 


F 


Sermon extended to all who are under the goſpel, 


ANY 


The Duty of working out our Salvation 


And therefore for the explication of it in this 
latitude ; I ſhall obſerve the following pro. 
politions. 


1. That the ſtate and condition of all 

mankind is more or leſs evil. It i; 
ſo in both ſenſes of the word; 7. e, 
as guilty, and as miſerable. 


The apoſtacy of human nature was not 
unknown to pagans. They had not indeed 
a clear and diſtin knowledge of it ; but 
they ſeem to have apprehended, that man 
was not in the ſame ſtate, in which he was 

created, They perceived in human naturc 
the remains of ſomething excellent, the ru- 
ins of a noble fabrick ; and could reaſon 
out by their natural ſagacity, and ſelf-re- 


flecting powers, that they were the oft- N 
ſpring of Deity ; intellizent, ative, and ſpi- I ;. 
ritual. They found indeed, that they were FF, 
entangled in fetters, that they groped in , 
darkneſs, and had ſymptoms of a diſeaſe; ÞW.,, 
the cauſe of which they could not diſcover, WF ; 
and the cure of which they could not accom- IﬀW ;, 
pliſh. They perceived an apparent diſor- Wy, 


der in their frame : and the more they at- 
| tended 
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-f 4: SERMON 
| to it, the more clearly they ſaw, that **2 


the nobleſt powers of the mind were vitiat= www 
| that human nature was depraved, and 
' mankind prone to that which was forbid- 
den; and recovered, and kept with no ſmall 
difficulty, to that which is worthy and hon- 
| ourable, But divine revelation throws a 
 Iight on this ſubje&, traces the impure 
ſtreams up to the fountain head, and ſhews 
; us the origin of all evil. The goſpel diſ- 
* cloſes this dark ſcene, expoſes the degene- 
© racy of nature, ſearches the heart of man; 
- and ſets the ſoul to view, as diſabled, and pol 
| Juted, deprived of the moral image of God, 
| and under a preſent incapacity either to obey, 
: or enjoy him, to pleaſe him, or be pleaſed 
T wich him. Indeed, no creature can delight -- 
"itſelf in God while it remaios ſunk in car-. 
| nality, ſaveurs not the things that are of God, yy . 
{1s prone to the indulgence of feſhly Iufts, 25: 


Pet. ii. 
| which war againſt it, the mind and conſcience \, © 


| being defiled. While it ſerves divers lufls, Ti.i. 15, 
E ond pleaſures, it is enmity againſt God ; and Tix. ii. 3. 
['s not ſubjeft to the law of God, nor indeed q 
Ecan be —And this is the condition in which 7: 

[the goſpel finds the generality of thoſe 
L 3 _ whom 
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VI. 


The Duty of working out our Salvation 
whom it calls upon to work out their own 


wr Salvation with fear and trembling. 


Luke xix. 


41. 


\ 2. Divine revelation declares to us the 
miſchief and danger of this condi- 
tion. 

Tt forewarns us of the ſad conſequences 
of our apoſtacy, and of the imminent danger 
to which it expoſes us. 1t repreſents all fin 
as the hateful offipring of Satan, and.the moſt 
odious deformity of the human ſoul, |t 
apprizes us of many lamentable effects of it 
at preſent, not only in the deſtruction of 


the freedom and peace, the purity and hap- 


pineſs of every individual, by whom it is in- 
dulged : but it opens to us many ſhocking 
ſcenes of diſtreſs in this diſtrict of the crea- 


tion of God ; ſuch as the drowning of the 


old world ; the deſtruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah by fire from heaven ; and of ]c- 
ruſalem itſelf God's beloved city, and the 
place of his ſolemnities; the proſpect of 


' which drew tears and fighs from the heatt 


of the compaſſionate Redeemer. Inſo- 
much that, when he came nigh the city, be 
wept over it, ſays the hiſtorian, And how 
many weeping eyes and bleeding hearts have 


been occaſioned by the fad ravages of fin; by 


plagues, 


. 
, 


"yp 


explained, and enforced. 
© plagues, and peſtilence, by war, and famine, _— 


and earthquakes, and. other public calami- 


ties? And beſides the viſible miſchiefs of 


which ſin is fruitful, the ſcriptures place in 
a ſtriking view God's utter averſion and ab- 
horrence of itz declaring that he hates the 
workers of iniquity, and will afflift and 
puniſh them for it hereafter : and that ſuch 
a treatment of it 1s neceſſary to maintain the 
honour and majeſty of his government. So 


| theprophet Habakkuk : Thou art of purer 
| eyes than to beheld evil, And the Plalmiſt : 


'- The evil man ſhall not fland in thy fight, thou 


hateſt all the workers of iniquity. 


We cannot read the ſcriptures without 


137 


-. 


Hab. 1.1 Jo 
Pſ. ve 5. 


meeting with many ſuch repreſentations as _ 
theſe. The eternal judzment, the wrath to 
come, the worm which dies not, and un- 


; quenchable fire, everlaſting deſlruftion from 


| the preſence of the Lord, are ſet forth in the 
| ſacred pages 'in legible characters, written 


not only with beams of light, but (if I may 
be allowed the expreſſion) in flames of ven- 
geance: in order, that thoſe, who are ſe- 


L 4 


| duced by fin, and continue in the love ard 
| practice of it to their live*'s end, may be aſ- 


| ſured, there is no eſcaping. Impenitent ſin- 


NETS 


Heb.vi. 2; 


1 Theſl. 1. 
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Mark ix. 
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SERMON 


La and ſubjet themſelves to woes and tor- 


Hab.x.31. 


vPet.j. 18, 


' ners will hereafter reap what they have ſown; 


OI CIT AUST, To 6 


The Duly of working out our Salvation 
(| 


ments inexpreflible, and without end. 7: 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 


Ib, Ch. xii. long God ; for our God 1s a conſuming 
fre. 6 


3. Sinners cannot merit, or deſerve fal- 


vation. 


They may obtain it by a high and ſover- 


gign act of God's rich and abundant mer- 
Cy; but it is not poſſible for them to claim 
or challenge it at the hands of juſtice. Sin 
3s ſo great a forfeiture, and has impaired 
human nature ſo much ; that there is no- 
thing in the finner's power, nor to be fetched 
out of any part of the creation, capable of 


obtaining his ſalvation. The gold of Ophir, 
or treaſures of the Indies, could they be 


weighed in a balance, would be found 
wanting. We are not redeemed with corrup- 


ible tDINgs, as fi toer and gold. This gift of 


God 1s not to be purchaſed with money. 
Sinful man procure hy his meritorious obe- 


dience the favour of God, or the ſalvation 
of his foul ? Impofible. As well might 


he raiſe his body us after the —_ of 


it 
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explained, and enforced. 153 
it have been ſcattered to the four corners Szxwon 
of the earth, as purchaſe his own ſalvation. wyw 

| The law of God requires ſtrit unſinning .. 
| perfe&t obedience, as the condition of our 
' Juſtification; but no man ſince the fall has 
been able perfettly to keep the command- 
| ments of God. All have ſinned, and come Rem. iii. | 
ſhort of the glory of God. To talk then of 7 
the merit of a ſinner, is antichriſtian arro- 
 gance, and high preſumption. Forgivene!s 
| is an inexpreſſible favour ; mere acceptance 
1s rich, and abundant mercy. The man of ,Th.ji. 4. 
fn, who exalts himſelf into the ſeat of God, 
boaſts indeed of a fund of merit laid up in 
the church's treaſury, which he can dif- 
poſe of to whom he pleaſes: but then he 
ſpeaks great ſwelling words of vanity, nay, 
he blaſphemes; and with an intolerable ar- 
rogance takes the ſcepter of government out 
of the hands of God. It is a ſentiment to 
be laid deep in all men's hearts, that no fin- 
ner deſerves ſalvation; for then there would 
be room for boaſting which, the Apoſtle 
tells us, 7s excluded by the law of faith, or 
the chriſtian diſpenſation, 
] add farther ; 


| Ib.ver.27. 


4. Sin» 


The Duty of working out our Salvation 

4. Sinners are not diſpoſed of them- 
ſelves to do what is neceſſary to ob- 

tain ſalvation, or to qualify them- 
ſelves for the final enjoyment of | 
God, 
The reluQtance, which we all feel to ex- 
ert ourſelves in acquiring and eſtabliſhing 
virtuous habits, and ſubduing vicious ones, 
is a plain evidence of this. The Salvation 
| the Apoſtle requires ſuch as are under the 
goſpel to work out, 1s a ſalvation from the 
dominion and practice of fin ; it conſiſts in 
the purity of the heart, in its conformity to 
the image of God, and having the frame 
and temper of the mind, and the courſe 
and tenor; of the converſation, habitually 
| holy, and good. Now, how ſhall this be 
effected? Ig this man's choſen and delight- 
. ful employment? Do we ſeek to transform 
ourſelves into the image of God by the re- 
newing of our minds? Are we naturally 
ſollicitous to beget ourſelves again to a live- 
ly hope, and make ourſelves meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance with ſaints in 
light? Is it ſo eaſy a matter to renew and 
change the habit of a ſoul, that any and 
every 
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explained, ard enforced. 
every man has this in his power, and is wil- 


| ling to undertake, aud execute it? Are the 
' bonds of fin and the fetters of Satan fo ea- 


fily broken? and is the enthralled heart ſo 
eahly ſet at liberty? The ſcriptures ſay 
otherwiſe, and experience confirms their 
teſtimony. Jf any men be in Chriſt, be 1s a 
new creature ; and no man comes to Chriſt, 
except the Father draw him, In order to 


obtain ſalvation, we mu/t be partakers of a di- 


vine nature, God muſt put his Spirit within 
us, and cauſe us to walk in his ſlatutes, We 
muſt be born again, and born from above, in 
order to our entering into the kingdom of God. 
For which reaſon the Apoſtle follows this 
exhortation with this motive, and encou- 
ragement: 1t is God that worketh in you, 


both to will, and to do ; well knowing, that - 


if he did not work, neither ſhould we. 
Yet, ta Hep 
5. It is however certain, that ſinners 


_ under the goſpel may know the terms. 


of ſalvation, and obtain all the afſiſ- 

tance needful in order to their com- 
pliance with them. 

Or elſe the exhvrtation could not con- 

ern 'themz or muſt be underſtood to put 

them 
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”_ 


Eph.i.13. 


_ 2Pei..23, 


them upon a vain attempt, and mock the 


The Duty of working out our Salvation 


endeavours it required them to exert, Nay 
the chriſtian diſpenſation itſelf is ſtiled the 

word of truth, and goſpel of our ſalvation, and 
an incorruptible ſeed; from its quickening 


power, and life-giving efficacy. — What 


Joh. i. 14. 


our condition. 


advantage would it be to hear of falvation, 


_ under an utter abſolute impoſſibility of ob. 
taining it? Were it quite, and for ever out 


of our reach, the greater and more elori- 
ous it was, ſo much the more deplorable 
But was it to enhance and 
aggravate our condemnation, that the Word 
was made fleſh; that the beams of the ſun 
of righteouſneſs broke forth with ſuch amaz- 
ing luſtre on this benighted world ; and that 


_ the hearers of this djvine preacher were 


_ Joh.x.10. 


1 Joh.iii., 
_——_ 


Luk.i.77. 


2Cor.ii.8, 
Ja. 1.18, 


tranſported, as well as inſtructed, while 
they liſtened to the gracious words that pro- 
ceeded out of his mouth ? No. He cane, 
that we might have life. He was manifeſted 
to take away fin, and to deſtroy the works of 


_ the devil; and to give the knowledge of- ſal- 
_ vation, by faith, repentance, and obedi- 


ence. The goſpel is expreſsly ſtiled the ml 
niſiration of the ſpirit, and word of truth, 
Which begets us to the life of God ; and 
. therein 


' in bim ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 


explained, and enforced. 157 
therein 1s contained this gracious declara- —_ 
tion : that God ſo loved the world, as to gIVe Longs 
his only begotten Son ; that whoſoever believeth J9Þ-ii.16. 
life. And again: To as many as received _ TO 
him, to them gave be power (or privilege) to 
become ſons of God ; even to them, that believe 
on bis name. So that it is owing to no de- 
fect in the goſpel, nor any reluctance in the 
Author of it, that it does not become univer- 
fally efficacious, where it is preached ; any 
more than it is of the ſun, that it hardens 
one objec, and ſoftens another ; or produces 
in us by turns the moſt ET: or di{- 
agreeable ſenſations. 

If any ſuggeſt, the cole itſelf declares, 
that by grace we are ſaved, through faith; Eph.ii.8. 
and that not of ourſelves, it 1s the gift of God : 
I anſwer : And who contradicts this? who 
rejoices not at this moſt gracious, and mar- 
vellous declaration ? Who denies that we .. 
are ſaved through faith ? But does not faztb pg, 
come by hearing ? And 1s it not a gift of that '7- 
free ſpirit, which is diſpenſed with the goſ- 
pel? What impediment therefore is this to 
thee who liveſt under the goſpel? Wilt 
thou accept nothing but what thou canſt 
pur- 


158 


Rom. vi. 
23, 


Eph, i 7. 


+ 


cauſe is 7s the gift of God. Is the ſun a leſs 


_ Chriſt, according to the riches of God's grace? 


_ with leſs eaſe, or honour, becauſe it is placed 


God has pitched on ſuch -a method for thy 


_ glory of his grace? Is it for a finner who has 


| your own hands of changing your hearts, of 


| The Duty of working out our Sabvation 
| purchaſe? Is eternal {ie leſs valuable, be- 


magnificent obje&, or'its beams leſs enliven- 
ing and envigorating, becauſe thy hand did 
not place it in the firmament of heaven, or 
becauſe thou haſt it not-in thy power to diſ- 
penſe, or withhold its influence ? Will par. 
don be leſs a bleſſing to a {inner, becauſe we 
have our redemption through the blood of 


or the crown of glory ſit upon our heads 


there by the hand of God ? *« Is it any pre- 
Judice, ” ſays a great divine, © to thee, that 


ſalvation, as ſhall turn to the praiſe and the 


deſerved, and is ready to periſh, to infiſt upon 
being ſaved with reputation ? Or to envy 
God, upon whoſe pleaſure it wholly de- 
pends, whether he ſhall be ſaved, or not, 
the entire glory of ſaving him ? Is it not all 
one to you, whether you have the power in 


being the authors to yourſelves of that new 
nature, out of which actual faith and re- 
pentance are to ſpring; or whether you may 


have 


explained, "and enforced. _ 159 
have it foraſking from the God of all grace, ***»9* 
flowing to youfrom its own proper fountain?” ws 

' Your caſe ſurely is not the worſe, that your : 
ſalvation is from firſt to laſt to be all of grace, 
6. This knowledge is a ſufficient motive 
to men to work out their ſalvation ; and 
leave them who negle& it without 
excuſe, 7; = 
If you aſk, what knowledge? I anſwer ; 
| the knowledge of the diſcoveries, precepts, 
| privileges, and promiſes of the goſpel : the 
| light which it caſts upon this benighted 
| world, and conveys into dark minds ; and 
| which it diffuſes over them who are walk- 
© ing 1n ignorance, and who are bewildered _ 
E in idolatry, or other error. The light of the 2 Cor. iv. 
3 glory of God, as it ſhines in the face of Feſus B 
© Chrift, is as needful to illuminate, and con- 
E vert the ſoul; as the beams of the ſun in the 
b firmament are to chaſe away the darkneſs 
| and damps of midnight, illuminate, and 
þ purify the air, and impregnate the earth, 
| that its flowers and fruits may be ripened, 
| and brought to perfection. The know- 
| ledge of God; as upon a faving deſign with | 
| linners; of Chriſt as the only mediator be- 
; tween God and man, fo conſtituted in wiſ- 
Y | dom 
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NN ſu rfer the guſt for the unjuſt 70 bring Us ts 


J Pet. iii. 
W -- 


The Duty of working out our Salvatioii 
dom and cornpaſſion to us, that he might 


God: the knowledge of ſalvation as a ſpi- 
ritual and eternal bleſſing, as importing and 


including the deliverance and enlargement 


of guilty, enſlaved, impotent, and miler- 
able creaures, from the power and puniſh- 


ment of ſin ; together with the knowledge 
of thoſe things which belong to our peace, 


and which conſtitute and accompany this 


falvationz; of thoſe terms of acceptance 
which are preſcribed and ſettled by the ma- 


nifold wiſdom, and the unalterable purpoſe 


of God, not leſs beneficial to the finner, 
than honourable to the Saviour ; ſuch as 
faith in the perſon, doctrine, and miſſion; 
of Chriſt ; repentance, and abhorrence of 


fin; and 2 firm and ſtedfaſt reſolution of fin- 
cere and perſevering obedience. 

The goſpel affords us the knowledge of 
many things which we coul ' not have pol- 
ſibly arrived at by the mere light of nature; 


and a clearer and fuller knowledge of what 


that imperfe& light more faintly, and leſs 
certainly diſcovered to us. Among the for- 
mer are the origin of evil, the mediation of 
Chriſt, the certainty of pardon upon repent- 

plats ance 


explained, and enforced. 
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z5ce and new obedience, the gift and inflg- Srzwor 
ence of the divine Spirit, the reſurretion of ___ 'B 


© the dead, and the happineſs of life eternal; 
b | And amon# the latter may be reckoned, the 
creation of the world, the univerſal Provi- 
| dence of God, his ſpecial protection of good 
* men, the nature and duration of the ſoul; 
| th certainty of the eternal judgment, and 
{of a future. Rate of: rewards, and puniſh- 
| vents, The knowledge of theſe truths is 

a ſufficient motive to diligence, and a pro- 
* encouragement to perſeverance. Theſe 
ire gtorious diſcoveries and aſfiſtances ; and 
Þ aford a comfortable aſſurance, that every 
© upright ſoul, who defires and endeavours to 
Eknow and do its duty, and wiſhes and las 
E boars to find its way to heaven, ſhall not be 
Floſt, or bewildered in the ltabyrinihs of iz- 
| norance; and error, and be finally dregitnd 
| Eby the ſlight of crafty men, or the fubtil de- 
Evices of its inveterate, and more formidable 
pedverſary, Thus you ſee the truth and 
Force of this obſervation; viz. that the know- 
bledre afforded us by the goſpel is a ſufficient 
[Motive to engage us to work out our ſalva- 
bor. 
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_ richly worth while to try ; much more, if 


muſt be criminal and fatal. God will im- 
/ pute this as a high contempt, and unpar- 


1n giving way to indolence in matters of re- 
 ligion, as they daily ſee in ſecular matters? 


themſelves, and expe others to aCt there? 


The Duty of working out pur Salvation 
And I obſerved farther: it will leaye 
_ them who do not make and ſucceed in the 
attempt, without excuſe. _ 
For how could they tell, but their e- 
deavours might have been effteCtual ? If 
there be any probability of ſucceſs, it is 


the probability be great and conſiderable, 
To lie down in floth, refolving to.do nothing, 


donable miſdemeanor. As no reaſonable 
man can expect life and ſalvation to be im- 
poſed, or conferred on him againſt his wil; 
ſo the indolent and ſlothful leaſt of all. Why 
ſhould not mankind fee the like abſurditics 


and be induced to at here, as they oblige 


They do not expect any profit from things, 
they do not underſtand. Knowledge can- 
not be attained without ſtudy ; nor bulinel 
diſpatched without application z nor 1m- 
provements made without pains, in any att, 
or ſcience whatever, How then ſhould the 


goſpel bring us ſalvation, if we do not bc- 
lieve, 


eocplarned, and enforced. -. 3 
| tieve, and obey it ? How ſhould its truths m——_—_— 


et 
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renew and ſanify- our natures, if they are woos 
not cordially embraced, and eſteemed ? 
LY ſhould we expet it to be atrended 

E with a divine energy and bleſſing, if we 

: do not aſk it of God ? How do ſome men_ 
bring to their fellow-creatures for a 

Þ ſmall boon, or benefit relating to the pre- 

q ſent life, who are quite careleſs as to futu- 

© rity : who truſt in God to be ſaved, with- 

© out ſomuchas one ſerious application to him 

E on this account: and who are devoted to, 

E and immerſed in fin all the days of their 

© life, without paying a juſt regard to that 

© gracious goſpel, they have in their hands ; 

E which contains the appointed remedy for 

© their inveterate malady, and the ſum of 

: which is : that God 7s #n Chriſt reconciling ,  _ 
| the world to himſelf ? Thou ſheweſt readi- 19. 
© neſs enough in other caſes to do what is fit ; 

| why ſo much heſitation and backwardnefs 

| in this? Why doſt thou not gravely and re- 

| peatedly enquire, Whether the genial 

| warmth of the ſun, and fragrant breezes 

of the ſpring will enliven and refreſh 

| thee; or whether thy cloaths will de- 

| fend thee, or thy food nouriſh thee ? 
: M 2 If 
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SERMON 


The Duty of working out our Salvation 
If you ſay, ** Itis not in religion as in com- 


monlife ; here we can do many things, there 


nothing.” — Nothing, man! © why cank 
thou. ME: (fays the author I juſt now quot. 
ed) © goto church as well as to a tavern} 


inquir: ” JPhar ſhall T do to be ſaved? as well 
as the. hour of the day, or what. news is 


ſtirring ? why canſt thou not read thy bible, 


as well. as a gazette, or a romance ? Is it 


nothing to take the bible into thy hands, 
and regard it as the word of truth, and the 


 Loſpel of thy ſalvation ? Canſt thou not re- 


ſolve to put thyſelf under a ſerious and 
awakening miniſtry, to hear as for the life 
of thy ſoul? and bow thy knees to the God 


_ and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? and 


ſuppoſing thou canſt not pray as a Chriſtian, 
canſt thou not at leaſt pray as a man, asa 
reaſonable creature, and as a miſerable fin- 
ner ?” If thou only meaneſt, thou canſt do 
nothing meritorious to thy ſalvation, that in- 
deed is another matter : but grant it ; cani 
thou do nothing towards obtaining a meet- 
neſs and qualification for heaven ? Do not 
repentance, and prayer, and ſelf-denial, and 
mortification to the world, and all ſen(ual 
indulgence, tend to the purifying thy ſoul 
An 


explained, and enferced, 


| And are not theſe in thy power ? And may 


. not thy endeavours be accompanied with a 
| divine power, to make them effe&ual to thy 
3 renovation, and final ſalvation ? What muſt 
| needs be the conſequence and iflue of a to- 
: tal negle& of all appointed means of grace, 
I and ſanification ? Eſpecially, which is my 
Lamp point : Is not he utterly inexcuſable 


| himſelf about his ſalvation ; but | 1s careleſs, 


Y ae of his life ? 


, The knowledge we obtain by the 
goſpel, is of all others the moſt af- 
fefting, and influential. 
| The chriſtian religion does not amuſe us 
© with trifles, and mock us with ſhadows. 
© The ſcripture given by the inſpiration of 
| God aims not to entertain the fancy, or gra- 


| vith fabulous elyſiums, or other Poe 


| mances, and novels, and ſuch like airy com- 
| poſitions : But know, that nothing leſs than 


| to light by the goſpel ; in order to which the 
| rowledge and love of God, faith in Jeſus 
| M 3 Chriſt, 


F who never makes the trial, nor concerns 


| and remiſs, ſlothful, and indolent all the 


© tify the curioſity. If thou art enamoured_ 


| dreams, and devices; ſeck them in ro- 


þ cternal life and immortal glory are brought 
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The Duty of working out our Salvation 
Chriſt, and a humble imitation of him, are 
therein taught, recommended, and inculcated, 
Here thou art given to underſtand, what will 
be thy future condition, -and how it is like 
to fare with thee for ever. The objeCts here re- 
vealedareſuchas eyehathnot ſeen, nor ear heard, 
nor has it entered into the heart of man, to con- 
ceive them. The inſtruction here convey- 
ed, is ſpiritual, and divine ; this knowledge 
is too ſublime for the wiſdom of man to diſ- 
cover, or for his limited capacity fully to 
comprehend. And- how would it illumi- 
nate the mind, and enrich the heart ; how 
would it entertain, and regale us, and be 
ſweet as light to the eye, or as tne choiceſt 
food to the palate : were not our facultics 
depraved, and did not we refiſt the ſpirit 
and power with which it is inſpired, and 
imparted ? The goſpel opens heaven to us, 
it unveils the glories of paradiſe : it makes 
known to us what happineſs is, and clearly 
ſhews wherein it conſiſts; and directs every 
upright humble inquirer, how he ſhall ſicer 
his courſe ſo as to obtain it. It chears and 
refreſhes weary and heavy laden ſouls, who 
find themſelves faint, and indigent ; and 


 whoare wandring up and down, with crav- 
| Ing defires amongſt a vaſt variety of objeQs, 


which 


DE ng nn Earns 6 DOAN"Y oz 
FO Ta FORD TRoe TO nn OG 
OE 30 EIN Le. M fn II ; 


explained, and enforced. 
which are ſpecious only, but have nothing 
ſolid, and ſubſtantial, to ſatisfy the defires 
* of an immortal ſoul ; and know not where to 


E | look for ſuſtenance, or for a hand that will 


Lo and defend them : who have been 


E often deceived by appearances, and have 
© opened their arms to embrace deluſion ; and 
© 2s often as they have varied the obje& of 


| purſuit, have been ſtill mortified with the 


FE fame reply : ** Happineſs is not in me.” 

| It calls upon the diſappointed, who in the 
E midſt of worldly wealth are in traits, find- 
i ing, that life conſiſteth not in the abundance 
[ of outward enjoyment ; that it begets anxie- 
| ty rather, and anguiſh of heart: ſenſible 
E that all this muſt quickly be left, and loſt ; 


and the miſerable ſoul be turned adrift into 


| ſome unknown regions, where it may per- 


haps meet with much greater vexation, 
and diſappointment. It offers fight to the 
blind, and reſt to the weary, and comfort 
to the dejeted, and peace to the reſtleſs, 


and anxious ſoul. It ſets before thee ſub-. 


ſtantial food ; it offers truth and happineſs 
to thy embraces. Ir offers God himſelf in 
his glorious fulneſs to immortal ſouls, thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt their Saviour, as their God, 


M 4 atten- 


and portion, And ſhall not this excite our 
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SERMON 


The Duty of working out our Salvation, &, 
attention ? ſhall it not attract our heartz? 


.” AN / fhall it not take them off from flying cloud, 


and fleeting ſhadows, and engage them by 
degrees to work out their own ſalvation? 
Eſpecially, when God engages to work ith 
them as the principal agent ; expecting no 
more from them than an humble ſubordinate 
cooperation. 


8. This work however muſt be done in 
a manner ſuitable to the nature 2nd 
importance of it. 


Not careleſsly, but with vigour, and re- 


ſolution ; not heartleſsly, as if we deſpaired 


of ſucceſs, but in a firm dependance on that 
afiſtance which will certainly be imparted, 


Not occaſionally, when we find ourſelve; 


unfit for other employment ; or as we take 
up a book next at hand, or make an idle vi- 
fit, or throw ourſelves in the way of a gay 
companion for an hour's amuſement : but 
conſtantly, and ſteadily, and perſevering]y, 
through the whole courſe of life ; as the 


great end of our creation, and redemption, 


But this leads us to the ſecond general 


| head of diſcourſe, the enlargement on which 


muſt be reſerved to another opportunity. 
SERMON 
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SERMON VIL 


The Duty of working out our 
Salvation explained, and en- 
forced. 


| atortoteottoecttuttatooteootitocers 


PHILIPPIANS TE 12, -$3- 

t MWork out your own ſalvation with fear 
| L and trembling ; for it 1s GOD that work- 
1 eh in you, both to will, and to do, of bis own 
& good pleaſure. 

| [The ſecond Sermon on this text.] | 


KX* N theſe words I pointed out, 
I %* and propoſed to illuſtrate the 

© 
OK of following obſervations. 
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1, The very ſerious exhortation they con- 
tain: Work out your own ſaFuation. 
IT. The 


The Duty of working out our Salvation 
II. The direQion they give us, how this 
exhortation is to be complied with; 
or in what manner our alvation 
ſhould be wrought out : namely, with 
fear, and trembling. | 


_ IL. The argument by which it is en- 
forced: For it is GOD that worketh 
in you fo will, and to do. 


Tn order to explain the exhortation, 1 
ſuggeſted the following\ thoughts as worthy 
your particular attention. 
1. That the natural ſtate of man is more, 
or leſs evil, He is the ſubject of 
moral and penal evil. 

2. Divine revelation declares to us the 
miſchief, and danger of this condi- 

tion : And ſo it does, 

3. That it is not poſlible for ſinners to 
merit, or deſerve ſalvation, 

4. Nor are they diſpoſed of themſelves 
to do what is neceſſary to obtain it, or 

to qualify themſelves for the final en- 
joyment of God. : 

« It is certain however, that ſinners un- 


der the goſpel may know the terms 
of 


explained, and enforced. 171 
of falvation ; and obtain all the afſiſ- —_— 
tance needful in order to comply Wy 
with them. ne 

6. This knowledge is a ſufficient motive 
to induce them to work ou? their fal- 
vation ; and, if they do not, to leave 
them without excule. 

7. The knowledge we obtain by the goſ- 
 pel is of all others, the moſt afteQing, 

_ and influential. 

8. The work here required muſt be done 
in a manner ſuitable to the nature and 
importance of it. 
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And this brings us to the 

| 1. General head of diſcourſe; which re-_ 
| ſpecs the manner, in which we ſhould work 

© out our 0wn ſalvation, 

| You will obſerve, Sirs, that however ge- 

neral this exhortation may ſeem, and how 

| properly ſoever it may be addrefled to all 
| who are under the goſpel-diſpenſation, ſo as 

| either to awaken, and ſtir them up to ac- 

| tion, or leave them without excuſe : yet 

| the proper ſubjets of the exhortation are 
profeſſors of the chriſtian religion, and mem- 

| bers of the body of Chriſt. The Apoſtle 

writes 


172 The Duty of working out our Salvation 

bends writes to the Philippians 7a work out their 

/Il. | : : x 
Wy — Own ſalvation with fear, and trembling : and 
| his letter 18 direCted to all the ſaints in Chrij 
Ch.i1. TYeſus which were at Philippi, And he par. 
'Þb.i. 5,6. ticularly gives thanks to God for their fell. 

yp ſhip in the goſpel from the firſt day, that is of 
their becoming Chriſtians, unti/ now : be- 
 tng confident of this very zhing, that He, which 
had begun a good work in them, would per. 
form it until the day of Chriſt, 

It is much to my preſent purpoſe to ob- 
ſerve from this text, that the good work 
here mentioned 1s the work of grace in 
the heart, or a real converſion from fin to 
holineſs; which may be juſtly ſtiled a good 
work in reſpect of the Author, nature, and 
happy effects of it ; being begun, and car- 
ried on by the power and Spirit of God, It 
is God's, not man's work ; he begins, and 
Eph. i, x, finiſhes it : 7bey whowere dead in treſpaſſes and 

fins cannot wark, till they are enlivened and 
quickened in the ſame reſpec, in which they 
are ſaid to have been dead. When there- 
fore the Apoſtle, in the words I am inſiſt- 
ing on, exhorts: Work out your cwn ſalua- 
tion; and ſays this to the ſame perſons in 


the ſame letter : : he cannot mean to exhort 
them 
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explained, and enforced. 
them to begin that good work in themſelves, 
which was begun in them already, nor to 
perform it of themſelves, without:a humble 
dependence on divine grace ; for it mult be 
carried on by the ſame hand that begun it, 
or elſe it will never be finiſhed. But fand- 
ing 2 good diſpoſition in their minds to- 
wards God; finding the 'natural proneneſs 
to evil, and averſion to that which is good 
in ſome meaſure ſubdued ; and their indiſ- 
poſed - fouls made alive unto God by the 
quickening power, and vital influence of 
' the goſpel; and being confident, that he 
| will not forſake his own work, but finith it 
| in the day of Chriſt ; i.e. at that time when 
Chriſt will judge the world, and perfect his 
mediatorial office : He therefore: exhorts 
- them on **.is ground, 70 work out their own 
ſalvation with fear, and trembling. And 
we ſhall find, in the farther proſecution of 
this ſubje&, that this exhortation 1s far from | 
being needleſs, or impertinent ; we ſhall 
find that a ſubordinate cooperation in Chriſ- 
tians with God, in order to perform this di- 
vine work, and ſecure their eternal falva- 
tion, is very needful, and expedictit; and 
| | that 
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174. The Duty of working out our Salvation 
4g that God's operation is a great incentive and 
WS encouragement to our endeavours, 
But to deſcend to a few particulars, 
i. Working out our 0wn ſalvation implies 
diligenceand perſeverance : two things, which 
are the frequent ſubjeCts of exhortation both 
by Chriſt and the Apoſtles through the 
whole New Teſtament ; and for this appa- 
rent reaſon, that they ſtand oppoſed to thoſe 
two others, which are the moſt dangerous 
and ruinous to the ſervants of God : fith, 
and apoftacy. 
| Nor is there any inconſiſtence between 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of aftiſtance on 
God's part, and the ſtrifteſt exhortations to 
diligence, and conſtancy on ours. For be- 
fides that careleſſneſs and inconſtancy in re- 
ligion would quickly make it doubtful, whe- 
ther the good work was really begun at all, 
it would apparently forfeit all right to the 
benefit of this gracious promiſe, | 
Man is an intelligent creature, and there- 
fore not to be moved, and acted upon, as a 
ſtock, or a brute; but in a manner, ſuitable 
to his nature, and capacities, And it is no 
where promiſed that God will work with 


thoſe who will not work with him z much 
leſs 


als. and enforced. 


leſs with thoſe who oppoſe him, affect care- 
leflnels, - indulge ſloth, and lay aſide the uſe 
E of thoſe means, and endeavours, which are 
© ſuitable, and ordained for this very purpoſe. 
| Suffer me to put the two. caſes before us 


| into language, which will inſtantlydetermine, 


which is the moſt reaſonable, and. pertinent. 
FE —*JYork out your own ſalvation; andTwill aſ- 
E fiſt, and work with you. Make religion 
q your ſtudy, and daily employment, and pro- 
L ceedin it as the great buſineſs of your lives ; 
& and I will encreaſfe your vigour and pleaſure 


therein, and fecure your ſucceſs. - Be dili- 


gent, and-1 will bleſs you 3 be conſtant, 


l and I will proſper you. Let nothing ſeduce 
E you into ſloth, and negligence; and I will | 
E not forſake you, Avoid formality and ſecu- 


E rity as a dangerous, and deadly lethargy 
E knowing that whatever abates your love to 
| me, and makes you irregular and immoral 
| in your walk, and behaviour, inſtantly ex- 
| poſes your ſoul to the utmoſt hazard. It is 


| not the ſame thing, whether I am pleaſed, or 


| offended, and my ſpirit cheriſhed, or griev- 
ed; be diligent therefore that you may be 
| found of me in peace. Pray without ceaſ- 
| ng, watch againſt temptation ; and I will 
bruiſe 
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Heb. ii. 


2Pet.1, 10, 


156 The Duty of. working otit ou? Salvition 
* —_—_ bruiſe Satan under your feet. Let your han 
= be diligent ; and I will ſupply all your weed ac. 
Rom. xvi. cording to My riches in glory by Chriſt Feſw, 
PLivas. Labour, whether preſent, or abſent, to be ac- 
2 Cor.v.g. Cepted of me; be faithful to the death ; hull 
Rev.ii.10. faſt the beginning of your confidence firm unti 
14. the end; run well, and ſuffer not yourſelve 
to be hindred ; give all diligence to mate 
your callmg:and elefion ſure : and then I am 
with you. in all trials, -and emergeticies ; my 
2 Cor. xii. grace ſhall be ſufficient for you, and nothing 
% mn. vim. Jpall bei able to ſeparate you from my love.” = 
39+ Thus the argument to diligence and perſe- 
verance-ſtands, as enforced by a promiſe of 

divine affiſtance. And is it not natural, and 

cogent ?. :Is there not. a congruity and pr 

priety in it ? Doesit not. ſeem worthy divine 
wiſdom, and inſtabtly approve itſelf to out 
jodgrent, and confcience? And will not 
upright and well diſpoſed minds readily af- 

: ſent, and add a hearty Amen to it; and 
with and labour to be thus aſſiſted and ac- 

cepted in, and through the Beloved. 

But now, the motive miſconſtrued and 

abuſed to careleſineſs, and indolence, may be 

thus repreſented. © God ſhall work on! 

my ſalvation for me, whether 1 will, or no; 

though 


Helited. ond enforced. 


| Though it is the everlaſting felicity of my $1 


E never dying ſoul, 1 will take no pains to ſe- 
E cure it ; for what is in the power of an im- 


potent diſabled ſinner ? I will pay the com- 


1 pliment to divine power, and grace, of be- 
E ginning and performing this good work ; 
E without any attention or concern of myown, 


J My falvation ſhall be wrought out for me 


E by irreſiſtible power, as a tree is brought 


[. into ſhape by the tool of a carpenter ; or as 


Þ a clock is made to go and ftrike by the force 
4 of its weights, and ſprings. I am for all 
t erace, and no duty. The goſpel is a char- 
© fer of privileges. I leave all to Chriſt, and 
l orace, ' I am nothing, and am capable of 
b nothing. Whenever I hear of the danger 
of ſin, and the obligations of Holineſs, it 


makes me uneaſy; then I muſt examine. 


myſelf, and watch my heart, and attend 


public ordinances, and pray, and repent, and 


mortify my appetites, and irregular affec- 


| tions, and paſſions. Whereas the ſhorteſt 


and eaſieſt way to be ſaved, 1s to leave all 
to Chriſt, and believe the work ready done 
tomy hand. And fince he is to have aithe 
honour of my ſalvation, Jet him have all the 


trouble of it ; and never let me be exhorted. 
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The Duty of working out ur Salvation 


KY to.any thing, that is to be accompanie| 
—— ith fear, and trembling,” —This, 1 eaſily 


believe, appears to you, as It does to me, 
very enthuſiaſtic, and impious ; as well a; 
very erroneous, Yet this is the conſequence 
of ſetting aſide the exhortation in my text, 
and innumerable other exhortations ; or 
ſetting them in oppoſition to the rich od 
precious promiſes of God : as if there could 
be any inconſiſtence between human endea- 
vours, and divine aſſiſtance; which God 
having joined together, no man ought 
ever to ſeparate ; inaſmuch as they are evi- 
dently moſt beautiful, as well as beneficial, 
In the neareſt, and cloſeſt conneQtion. 

But then I ought to be ſo juſt as to de- 
clare, I know no ſect, or denomination of 
Chriſtians, who will avow and ſtand by 
theſe conſequences; or admit, that they will 
follow from the doctrines which they con- 
rend for. Or if there are any honeſt igno- 
rant well meaning ſouls, who have unwart- 
iy imbibed principles, which juſtly admit 
theſe conſequences ; I am very ſure, if the 
| good work of grace is really wrought in 
their hearts, they are, and will be better 
than their principles ; and will be employ- 


10g 


explained, and enforced, _ "299 

ing themſelves in thoſe very duties, and ex- —_— o 
erciſes of religion ; of which they are jea= CI o 
lous, leſt they ſhould ſhare any of the hon= 
ourdue to Chriſt in the work of their ſalva- / 

..tion. And if there be other men of better 
underſtandings, yet of licentious and pro- 
fligate lives, who admit and avow ſuch te- 
nets as theſe ; it is ſufficient to ſay : It is no 
matter, what they believe, or profeſs ; as 
they are no credit to any ſe&, or cauſe they 
eſpouſe ; and very falſely ſtile themſclves 
diſciples of the holy Jeſus. | 


The exhortation implies, 


2. That Chriſtians are in danger of de- 
ſiſting from this work; or doing it 
careleſsly, and with no due regard to 
the nature, and importance of it, or 
to the ſeaſon and opportunity for it. 
which Providence puts into our 
hands, 


And what Chriſtian of any ornings; and 
experience, What believer in Chriſt of any 
ſtanding, and attainments, is not ſenſible of 
this danger? is not under apprehenſion of 
| deſerving that reproof: This only would T Gal, tji.z, 
| lkearn of you : Recetved ye the ſpirit by the 5 
F hy 2 works 
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SERMON 


\ 


ERNIE) 
Ch. V7. 


Ch. iv.15. 
Rom. v1. 
2Is 


The Duty of working out our Salvation 
works of the law, or the bearing of faith ? 
Are ye ſo fooliſh ; having begun in the ſpirit, 


are ye now made perfett by the fleſh? And 
again: Ye aid run well, who hath hindered 
you? And of ſuch expoſtulation as that 


other : Where 1s the bleſſedneſs ye ſpake of? 


Or that : What fruit have you of thoſe things 


whereof ye are now aſhamed; and the end of 
which things is death? 

| This danger ariſes as to different Chriſti. 
ans from different quarters ; but there are 
ſome common to all: Such as, 

1. From external objeQs, 

'Thele we all know, are various, and ſult- 
able ; and they are very inchanting. They 
are conſtantly before our eyes, and fond of 
our acquaintance ; and have among them 
charms which ſtrongly ſolicit our em- 


braces. We can no more exclude them 
from our ſight, than we can extinguiſh the 


light of the ſun; which, the moment it 
riſes, diſcovers the beauties of the creation, 


and adds to their luſtre. Nor can we ſteel 


ourſeives againſt their infinuation ; inal- 
much as our preſent ſenſible happineſs de- 
peads greatly upon them, But then being 
{o various and fo ſuited to the diſpoſitions of | 

man- 


explained, and enforced. 18; 
mankind ; and being apt to kindle an agree- Szxwon 


able flame in all our breaſts, to exhilarate ____, 


our ſpirits, and bribe our judgments: they 
are in danger of engrofſing our thoughts, 
and affections, of riveting our attention too 

| ſtrongly, and leaving us little concerned for 
| our eternal ſalvation, Eſpecially, 


As they are improved by the artifices 
| and ſtratagems of Satan, 
* And what Chriſtian is ignorant of bis de- *vint 
| vices? Who knows not the ſubtilty and 
| cruelty of his nature; and- that the diſhon- 
* our of Chriſt, and the deſtruion of his 
* kingdom among men, is the great object of 
* his machinations? In order to which, he 
aims at ſenſualizing and debauching the 
© minds of men, at darkening their weak un- 
derſtandings, and loading and incumbering 
| their hearts with worldly cares, and riches ; 


| that he may more effectually keep off all re- = 


| ligious imprefſions. To diſable, or diſpirit 
| renewed ſouls, divert them from the culti- 
vation of divine grace, and virtue, abate 
| their love of God, and diligence in their 
work, and make them wavering, or weary, 
| in vel] doing, or unſtable, or faint in their 
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The Duty of working out our Salvation 


Sxxzu0% minds z or elſe to dazzle their eyes, and 
__— 2, captivate their hearts with external objects, 


Rom. xii. 


Ile 


to dreſs. up theſe with falſe charms, uit 
them to the taſte of thoſe at whom he aims 


his blow, and watch the moſt promiſing 


opportunities of corrupting, and betraying 


them; this is the delight of this malicious 
ſpirit, And by one artifice, or other, he 


draws them off from God ; perſuades them 
to forſake the public ordinances of religion, 
to ſhorten, or omit their ſecret devotion, or 
ſelf-examination : till the ſeeds and prin- 
ciples of divine truth laid up in their minds 
become dead, and ineffectual to the bringing 
forth any fruit in their lives, and conver- 
ſations. 


© From our own indiſpofition, and 
_ ſloth. 


It was not without reaſon, that the Apoſlle 
exhorted the Romans, not 7o be flothful in 


bujineſs, but fervent in ſhirit, ſerving the 


Lord, © How naturally deſident (fays a 
pious writer) is the ſpirit of man ; and apt 
to ſink into deadneſs, worldlineſs, and car- 
nality, even under the moſt lively and 
quickening means? And eyen where a fav- 

10g 


_ 


explained, and enforced. 
ing work hath been wrought; do we not ſee 
in many inſtances, that the goſpel is an inef- 


 feftual thing, only becauſe of the indolence 


and indifference of thoſe to whom it is ſent : 
effeual perhaps for ſome not very good 
purpoſes ; it makes them pert, and con- 
ceited, fills them with pride and party zeal, 
makes them apt to contend for forms, and 
modes, and external and leſs conſiderable 


things ; and ſo this grace is received in vain, 


or worſe than in vain ?” It furniſhes them 


to whom it comes with notional knowledge, 


it may be, which puffs them up; or makes 
them apt to diſpute, and grow impertinent, 


| and cenſorious': but it does not purify their 
| hearts, invigorate their graces, and enable 


them to ſhew out of a good converſation their 
| works with meekneſs of wiſdom. Here it is 
| cold, and barren, and ſpiritleſs. _ 

4. From ſelf-partiality, and ſecurity. 

© Why ſhould you fear, ſays Satan, where 
no fear is? when others are caſy, and live- 
ly, and have no gloomy proſpects, and ap- 
prehend no dark and diſmal events; why 
ſhould you ? Many ſenſible and ingenious 
men have no cares about religion ; and yet 
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SERMON 
VII. 


Ga fer, or happier, than theirs? Why this fear 


to liſten, and yield ; eſpecially, if we have 


pentance does not ſpeedily enſue, we are in 
the utmoſt danger of the groſleſt ſelf-flatte. 


| gerous, and will not be fatal. 


' tinual buſineſs; there is a conſtant readi- 


The Duty of working out our Salvation 
whoſe hearts are gayer, and whoſe ſtate (a. 


and trembling therefore, and all this anxi- 
ous ſolicitude about futurity ?” And to this 
ſort of raillery our own hearts are too prone 


done fooliſhly, have been off our watch, 
and made free with occaſions for commit. 
ting iniquity. After ſuch miſcarriages if re. 


ry, and ſecurity ; perſuading ourſelves either 
that we have no diſeaſe, or that it is not dan. 


To proceed ; 
3. Working out our ſalvation with fear and 
trembling, implies doing 1t as under the in- 
ſpeQion, and in the preſence of God: and. 
our being anxious for its ſucceſs. 
1tis God that worketh in you, to will, and todo, 
of his good pleaſure ; who worketh in you, e51v0 
wepyav, le, © He is working, He is always 
working.” He makes it a ſtated and con- 


neſs, and forwardneſs, on his part, to at- 
ford divine aids to the humble, ſerious, 
and diligent; his 'gracious heart inclines 
him to every a&t of kind afliſtance. All 
men 


explained, and enforced. 


withdraw, or give out, and ſuffer the work ace 


to fail, which was going on with probable 
ſucceſs. Who that fits under the goſpel, 
will advance this charge againſt his Maker ? 
or challenge him with forſaking a humble 
upright ſoul, earneſtly defirous of eternal 
ſalvation z and heartily labouring to know, 
and comply with the gracious terms on 
which it is propounded ? Who will fay: 

« The matter failed not on my part, but 
on God's : I would have proceeded, but he 


withdrew, and diſcouraged, or deſerted my 


ſoul; and afforded not ſtrength and grace to 
help me 1n time of need?” —It is true, he is 
a free agent, and works only where, and as 
long as he pleaſes 
afford his enlivening influence, the conſe- 
quence would be fad, and dreadful : which 


is a ſtrong argument againſt abuſing the 


means of grace already imparted. But then 
he is a faithful God, His own promiſe 
binds him not to forſake thoſe, who do not 
firſt forfake him : and ſooner may the rocks 


beremoved out of their place, and the frame 


of nature diffolved, than a jot or tittle fail of 


not 


- and ſhould he ceaſe to 


all that he has ſpoken. Inconſtancy belongs. 


VII. 
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met are witneſſes for him that he does not Sermon 


ow we 
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not to him, It is falſe and blaſphemouz 
to impute to God the fickleneſs, and caprice 


of men. Such imperfection is frequently 


found in man; but never in the bleſſed 
God. Satan may obſtruQ, and oppoſe ; the 


world, or the ſenſual appetite, or pleaſurable, 


or ambitious views and proſpe&ts may in- 
toxicate, or inchant thee ; and that vain and 


deceitful heart of thine which has mocked 


thee with faint wiſhes, and deluded thee 


with viſions an hundred times over, may be 


ready to betray thee. But never was God 
worſe than his engagement; nor did he ever 
in a ſingle inſtance refuſe aſſiſtance where 
it was ſincerely ſought, or withdraw it where 
it was eſteemed, and improved. 


| But this leads me to the 
HI. And laſt general head of diſcourſe, 
namely : To illuſtrate the argument, or mo- 
tive, by which the exhortation in the text is 


 Inforced. For # is God, who worketh in you 


zo will, and to do, of his good pleaſure. 
Which 1 think .may include the follow- 


ing things. 


1, God takes part with his people 1n 


- working out their own ſalvation. 


cc Do 


explained, "and enforced, 187 
« Do this,” ſays the Apoſtle, © for God —_ 
* worketh with you.” And, as he faid to 
' Abraham : Is any tbing too hard for the Gen-xviii. 
* Lord? And to Moſes, when he was ſend- © 
ing him on a great undertaking ; Certainly + ry 
Twill be with thee.—And this is a ſufficient 
ground for us to go upon; and a full anſwer 
to all ſuppoſeable diffidence, or diſcourage- 
| ment. Work out your own ſalvation ; for it 
| is God that worketh with you ; i, e, Jehovah, 
| the true, and living God ; the Lord God 
Almighty. Not a dumb idol, not a ficti- 
tious Deity, not a vain thing which can 
neither a, nor move; but the Maker and 
Governor of the world : and therefore the 
moment thou heareft and believeſt this, 
there ſhould no more fear remain in thy 
heart, 
Work out thy own on ſalvation, ſays hez and 
What now 1s the reply? Is it: © 1 am not 
able. I am not a match for the oppoſition, 
[ ſhall meet with. 1 find many temptations 
irom without, and great oppoſition from 
within, I have neither power, nor wiſdom, 
proportionable to the difficulties I muſt ſur- 
mount ; nor reſolution and fortitude to bear 
up againſt them. I can no more accom- 


pliſh 


"i 

K 

I» 
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pliſh ſuch an enterprize, than I can pluck 
up a tree 'from the earth, or pull down x 


ſtar from heaven. I can no more vanquiſh 


the powers of darkneſs, than a ſingle man 


can ſubdue an armed hoſt ; or cleanſe, and 


| keep my own heart, than I can remove a 


| rock out of its place. My precious ſoul in 


my hands, will be like a ſhip richly laden, 
ſent out to ſea with unſkilſul mariners, and 
without a pilot ; in danger to be daſhed in 
pieces upon every rock, and without the 
leaſt chance of making its port. It is raſh- 


neſs to undertake, what common foreſight 


tells me, I ought to deſpair of accom- 
pliſhing. Were I innocent, or perfect; 
had I never diſabled my own ſoul, or been 
depraved and impoveriſhed by my apoſtacy 
from God ; there had been ſome hope re- 
maining : but to exhort me to work out 
my own ſalvation in my deplorable ſhat- 
tered ſhipwrecked ſlate, 1s only to inſult me; 


| and add vexation to my weakneſs, and mi- 
fery.” This might bave been plauſible and 


ſpecious reaſoning, if thou wert left to thy- 


| ſelf; put on this work by any, ſave the Al- 


mighty ; or left to finiſh it, without his ble!- 
ſing, and aſſiſtance. But does a child doubt 
the 


% 


explained, and enforced. + Ts 

' the compaſſionate aid of his affeQionate pa- S*>MoN 

rent; or a ſcholar diſpute the ſkill of his CL 

maſter, or his readineſs to help him in the 

art, or ſcience, he hath undertaken to teach 

him? Much more 1s that, which 7s impoſſible Luke = 

to men, both poſſible, and eaſy too, to God. Dn ns 
| Haſt thou conſidered the import of that 

promiſe of Chriſt : My grace 7s ſufficient for 2 Cor. xii. 

thee? or of that declaration of St. Paul: I ” 

can do all things through Chrijt, that ſlrength- Phil.iv.1z, 

| ened me? Or of that antient expoſtulation 

| of Jehovah with the church of Iſrael : Hat 1fa.xl. 28, 

| thou not known, baſt thou not heard, that the © 

L everlaſting God, the Lord, the Creator of the 

& ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is 

| weary? and that there is -no ſearching of his 

| underſtanding ? All power and wiſdom are 

| in him as in their inexhauſtible ſource, and 

| fountain; and are in him not for boaſt, and 

| oftentation, but for uſe, and communica- 

| tion ; as light and heat are in the ſun for the 

| impregnating the earth, and for ratifying 

| the air, as well as for its own luſtre, Hz 

| giveth power to the faint, and to them that 

| have no might, be increaſeth ſtrength. Even 

| the youths ſhall Faint, and be weary ; and the 

| Joung men ſhall utterly fail : i.e.the moſtlively 

; and 


190 The Duty of working out our Salvation 
Szx0s and promiſing perſons left to themſelves, or 
 —— Without divine aſſiſtance, or who do no 
'Y wait on the Lord, may tire, and miſcarry, 
| But they who wait upon the Lord ſhall renew 
| their flrength; th'y ſhall mount up with 
__ aoings as eagles (who have a ſtrong pinion, 
_ fly ſwiftly, and ſoar aloft out of the reach of 
danger ; and therefore are an apt fimilitude 
of a good man's ſafety from enemies, and 
adverſities; they ſhall mount up with wings 
as eagles) they ſhall run, and not be weary, 
they ſhall walk, aud not faint, And the ex- 

| hHortation we are conlidering, ſpeaks the 
ſame language : Work out your own ſabua- 
tion, for it is God who worketh in you, And 
he taking part with thee, who ſees not that 
thou art ſecure of ſucceſs ? God hath ſtrength 
enough for himſelf, and thee too. His un- 
derſtanding guides, ſuſtains, and ſuperin- 
tends univerſal nature; and therefore moſt 
eaſily can it direct, and influence thy affairs, 
The richer the treaſure thou deſfireſt to e- 

_ cure, the ſafer it is in his hands. And who lo 
fit to give faith, and patience, and fortitude z 

_ who fo likely to protect, and defend thee, 
encourage thine heart, and ſtrengthen thy 


hands, and perfe&t what concerns thee, 3 
he 


explai ned, and enforced. 
- be, of whom thou readeſt; that He is arock, 


a God of truth, and without intquity ; juſt, 
and right is be. Theſe words beſpeak and 
afſert his power, and faithfulneſs ; as the 
following do his tenderneſs, and care : He 
keeps thee, as the apple of his eye; it is as 
an eagle when ſhe ſlirreth up her neſt, flut- 
tereth over her young, ſpreadeth abroad her 


on her wings. Add to this that of the pro- 
| phet: He ſhall feed bis flock like a ſhepberd ; 
| te ſhall gather the Jambs with bis arm, and 
| carry them in his boſom ; and ſhall gently lead 
1 thoſe that are with young, A moſt beauti- 
| ful inimitable allegory this; deſcribing the 
| infinite condeſcenſion and tenderneſs of God 
| to the weaknefſes and infirmities of hi, 
| people, 

| 2, Codaſlifis in the firſt outſet, and with- 

out intermiſſion. 


| "Thou knoweſt this, Chriſtian, and thy 
| own experience teſtifies to this delightful 
| truth; when others withdrew themſelves 
| from the goſpel of their ſalvation, and found 
no warmth in its rays, nor any pleaſure in 

its 


\ bis work1s perfett, all his ways are judgment, 


wings, and taketh them, and beareth them 
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w— opened thine eyes, it revived thy heart, it 


Pf. cxix. 
17, 


word, and ordinances, in adoring thy Maker, 


 ivg frequent approaciies to him with awful 


The Duty of working out our Salvation 
its light, and quickening influences; it 


became inſtructive, and comfortable to thy 
foul. If it firſt rouzed, and alarmed thy 
fears ; it quickly eaſed, and pacified. wy 
again : if it drew tears from thy eyes; it 
ſoon dried them up, or turned them into 
tears of joy. The conviction thou haſt felt 
under the word of God, thy firſt- thoughts 
of turning to God, reforming thy life, and 
making thy peace with him; the taſte and 
reliſh of pleaſure thou feeleit in the things 
of God; the delight thou haſt in the divine 


in admiring and celebrating his works, and 
praiſes, ſitting under his ſhadow, and mak- 


and affectionate veneration : theſe demon- 
ſtrate the power and cfficacy of divine truths 
on thy ſouls, And the more thou ſhuttzlt 
thy eyes againſt the infidious allurements of 
the world, thou 7urne/! away thy eyes fro 
beholding vanity, and from a view of tholc 
objects, whoſe converſe and friendfhip are 
inconſiſtent with the love of God ; the more 
devout thou art in keeping the ſabbath, 


which fo many profane, and in attending 
the 


explained, and enforced. 


© and ſecret prayer; the more conſcientious in 
; thy words, and actions, the more ſcrupu- 
| louſly juſt and upright thou art in thy tranſ- 
F actions with men ; and the more compaſ- 
| fionate and charitable thou art to the poor, 


| and to all who are in diſtreſs, or affliction ; 


| in a word, the more watchful thou art over 
E thy thoughts, and whole deportment, and 
| the more diligent in bringing the temper of 
1 thy ſoul to the love and likeneſs of God : 
| the more doſt thou know of the efficacy 
© and certainty of this divine encouragement, 
and engagement, that z 7s GO D who 
E worketh in thee to will, and to do ; who tak- 


| cth part with thee in this work in the firſt 


commencement of it, and in the whole 
| progreſs of it, till it is made perfect i in 
| glory. 


why adds the Apoſtle thoſe awful words : 
| Fear, and trembling ? Why muſt we work 
pou our ſalvation with fear, and trembling + ? 
E The anſwer to this is, 

3. and laſtly, That God is a tio agent, 
[and can be bound by no tie, but that of his 
? O own. 


But perhaps you will aſk ; if this be true, 


F 193 
© ' the Lord's table which ſo few regard; the POLO 
more conſtant thou art in ſelf-examination, 
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* 


Jer. ii, I9. 


ceaſes to co-operate with us, this work of 


he ſhould? Efpecially, if thou ceaſeſt to 
work, if thou groweſt careleſs, and negli 
gent, flothful, and ſenſual ? If thou ſhrink 


fin, and regard inyuity in thy beart, which 
_ of cheriſhing the motions of his Spirit, thou 


 oppoſeſt thyſelf to him, and reſiſteſt the holy 
Ghoſt : is there not danger in ſuch a caſe 


thy own concern ? 


The Duty of working out our Salvatiqn 
own gracious word, and promiſe ; and if he 


our ſalvation would certainly miſcarry, 

He works indeed ; but then it is of b; 
own good pleaſure. He aQs with freedom, 
though he as with power. We can de. 
mand nothing, becauſe we can deſerve no- 
thing at his hands. He may defiſt, when. 
ever he will; and 1s there not danger, leſt 


and draw back, and become indulgent to 


is offenſive, and odious to him ? If inſtead 


as this, that he ſhould deſiſt, leave thee to 
thy own perverſeneſs; and ſuffer 7hine iniquity 
to reprove thee, and thy backſliding to corre 
thee 2 What! God who owes thee nothing 
labour to promote thy ſalvation; when thou 
art preventing 1t, and diſdaineſt to treat 1 it as 


Fear rather, Chriſtian, and let hs heart 


tremble at the thought; what would become 
of 


explained, and enforced. 
| of thee, if thou ſhouldſt be remiſs, and un- 
| grateful, indulge to extravagant pleaſure, fall 
| buck into wilful ſin, or fink into a criminal 
: | lukewarmneſs, and dead formality? There 
| 35 no impoſing upon God. There is no con- 
j trouling a free agent; or ſaying to him: 
| « Thou haſt enlightened, convinced, and 
1 comforted my ſoul ; and thou ſhalt v0 on to 
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| ruide me by thy counſet, till thou receiveſt PL.lxxiit, 
FE me to glory.” He may reply; ©« All my ** 


| operations are free, and you have with- 
E ſtood them. You muſt not think to pour 
Econtempt on your Maker, who works at per- 
E {ect liberty 3 and if I forſake you, who will 
[take you :: 


Ko by which we are urged to work out 
| words : : With fear and trembling. 


[brought within the limits of this diſcourſe,— 
WConlider therefore what has been ſaid; and 


Wis Lord give you underſtanding in all 
| phings! 


O2 SERMON 


| Thus then we ſee the Gros of ho argu. 


Four own ſalvation ; and the particular reaſon 
Iwhy the Apoſtle adds theſe awakening 


| The application of the ſubject cannot be 
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The Duty of working out our 
Salvation explained, and en- 
forced. 


KOO OOAOKHEY 
PHILIPPIANS IE 23, 13. 


Work out your own ſaboation with fear 
and trembling : for it is GO D that wrt- 
eth in you, both to will and to do, of bis oat 
good pleaſure, | = 


[ The third Sermon on this text, ] 


Sexuon FKKKOME practical refleions, al 
TO. & S X inferences, by way of further |- 
 «kXXy luſtrating and improving the ſub- 

ject- of the preceding diſcourſes, ſhall em- 

ploy our preſent meditations, And, 


1, Wha 


4 
- 


The Duty of working out our Salvation, &c. 
1. What an invaluable bleſſing is the 

- RE 
Tt is obſerved in the hiſtory of the crea- 


| tion given us by Moſes, that 7he earth, after 
F it was created, was without form, and void, 
F ond darkneſs was upon the face af the deep ; 
I i.e, it was a meer chaos, or confuſed maſs, 
| without ſymmetry, or beauty, without food, 


E or furniture, or accommodation for the ſuſ- 
F tenance, or ſupport of any living inhabitant ; 
| till the Spirit of God moved upon it, and God 
| ſaid: Let there be light, and there was light. 
And as this almighty at of the Deity gave 
i form and elegance to the new created orb : 
t ſo the /gbt of the glory of God, as it ſhines in 
: the face of Chriſt, darts and diffuſes a pleaſ- 
E ing penetrating light over this apoſtate 
| world, and into the hearts of its inhabitants, 
[ clouded and bewildered in the miſts of er- 
| ror, and fin. It reſtores natural light almoſt 
| wholly extinguiſhed, and it adds a new 
| and ſtronger one of its own ; reveals God 
| to us in his attributes, laws, and govern- 
| ment; in his counſels, purpoſes, and pro- 
| miſes, and in his diſpenſations of mercy, 
and grace, io the children of men. As a dis- 


vine inſtructor, and inſtrument, it renews, 


Oz3 trans» 


Gen. i. 23 
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198 The Duty of working out our Salvation 
6-2 transforms, and regenerates, ignorant, and 
ky Impaired ſouls ; and leads them out of the 

| paths of error and deſpair, into thoſe of truth, 
| and happineſs. It ſhould therefore be re. 
ceived by us with a joy, proportionable to 
thoſe damps and horrors it diſpels, and 
thoſe glorious objets and proſpetts it re- 
veals, When we open our eyes after the 
darkneſs of midnight upon the eaſtern ſky; 
and behold, how the riſing ſun adorns the 
face of nature, renders the air tranſparent, 
brightens the countenance, and chears the 
ſpirit, of every living creature, leading out 
the various tribes of animals to their reſpec- 
tive employments with vigour, and alacrity: 
we have an emblem of the tranſcendent 
glory of the goſpel; which unveils truths be- 
fore concealed, ſtrips objects of their diſ- 
guiſe, expoſes the arts and treachery of tie 
prince of darkneſs, and ſhews that the pur- 
ſuit of truth and practice of holineſs 1s the 
only path which can lead us to the poſſcſiion 
of ſubſtantial peace, and happineſs. 

It is the goſpel which ſets before us thoſe 
principles which moſt nearly concern us, in 
their true proportion, and juſt connection ; 
which enables us to difcern their importance, | 
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explained, and enforced. 
as reaſonable in themſelves, as inforced by 


the divine authority, and as produQtive «Es 
the moſt awful conſequences. This 7s hfe Jo xvii, 


eternal to know the only Irving, and true God, 
* and Yeſus Chrift, whom be has ſent. And this 
knowledge we have by the goſpel. And its 
* motives are as forcible, as its diſcoveries are 
ſupernatural. It reveals to us heaven with 
| allits tranſcendent glories, and Hell with all 
I its tremendous horrors ; it opens to our view 
| the manifold wiſdom of God in the redemp- 


tion of the world ; illuſtrates his unexam-_ 


pled love in the contrivance and accompliſh- 
ment of the ſalvation of guilty periſhing 
ſouls ; preſſes fincere repentance," and a cor- 
dial compliance with the terms of ſalvation ; 


warns us of the flatteries of the world, and 


| of our own deceitful hearts, and of the dan- 
| gerof delays from the hopes of the continu- 
ance of ſo uncertain a life as ours: and 
faithfully and freely tells us, that if we be 
finally deaf to the divine intreaty, and im- 
portunity, 1f we prove incurably obſtinate 
and impenitent, it will be unto our perdition ; 
it will utterly defeat the deſigns of infinite 
condeſcenſion, and compaſiion ; ſo that even 
the Redeemer himſelf at length cannot fave 

QF” us, 
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The Duty of working out our Salvation 

us, and that goſpel which was intended tq 
be a ſavour of life unto ife, will be a ſavor 
of death unto death to our ſouls. 


2. What a dangerous deluſion and per. 
verſion of the goſpel is it, to imagine, 
that the knowledge we have of our 
condition thereby only ſerves to ag- 
gravate our miſery. 

It may indeed eventually produce this ef. 


fet; it may moſt deeply and bitterly aug- 
ment the guilt, and aggravate the condem- 


nation of thoſe who periſh under it. As 


deſpiſed counſel and refuſed advice agora- 
vates a man's ruin, of which he had timely 


and repeated warning ; or as the oblinate 


rejection of an able phyſician, or of a known 
remedy, aggravates the folly of a dying pa- 
tient; or as a deſpiſed pardon cauſes a ſut- 
fering malefactor to die unpitied : ſo the 


mighty works done in Chorazin and Betlfaida, 


enhanced the guilt of their inhabitants, above 
that even of Tyre and Sidon; and the for- 


bearance and long-ſuffering of God, and 


the diſcourſes, miracles, example, and death 
of the Redeemer enhanced the guilt, and 
ſealed the doom of the ſinners at Jeruſa- 

Iem, 


explained, and enforced. f 
lem. Nay, ſinners who periſh under the 


goſpel incur ſuch guilt, as devils themſelves 


never contracted : for they never had the 


offers of redemption and deliverance made 
| to them nor has it pleaſed the Almighty to 


publiſh amongſt them any promiſe of par- 
don, or reſtoration to their forfeited privi- 


| leges,—But, what then ? Is the goſpel no 
| blefſing, becauſe it may be perverted, and 
| deſpiſed ; and fo through the hardneſs and 
| impenitence of men's hearts become an ag- 
> gravation of their guilt, and condemnation ? 
| Is the ſun no bleſſing to the world, becauſe 
| it burns up the barren deſart ; becauſe it does 
> not impregnate rocks, or enlighten dunge- 


© ons? Is wholeſome food no benefit to man- 
| kind, becauſe it is often abuſed to luxury, 
| and groſs a&ts of intemperance ? Are the 


| clemency of a prince, or the bowels of a 
| parent leſs honourable, or amiable, becauſe 
| they are ſcorned and ſpurned at by unnatu- 
| ral OO; or rebels ? 

| © The goſpel no gain to thee,” ſaycſt. 
| thou; * as the knowledge of it only ſerves. 
| to inflame thy reckoning ?” Whoſe fault is 
| that? Did God fend it with this deſign? 
; or has He laid thee under a neceſlity of 


periſh- 
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Szzmon periſhing ? To what doſt thou aſcribe that 
omg , darkneſs of underſtanding, which difables 
| thee from admitting and improving this he- 

_ neficial and pleaſant light ? Or who has har. 

dened thy heart, ſo as to prevent its yielding 

to the importunate pleadings of a compa. 

ſfionate Redeemer ? Thy ſoul is not natu- 

rally incapable of holineſs and divine attain. 

ments ; it is not naturally incapable of the 

image and favour of God: and its moral 
diſability is not to be charged on its Maker, 

\ but on thyſelf. Becauſe ſalvation is not an 

a&t of ſovereign, and abſolute appointment; 

or becauſe the generality of thoſe who are 

bleſſed with the goſpel, treat it injuriouſly, 

and periſh under it: is there no grace in its 
conſtitution, in its condeſcending offers, nor 

any harmony and melody in its joyful 

ſound? Is it not mercy to be informed of: 

remedy for thy threatening malady, and of 

a pardon for thy unprovoked rebellion ? |: 

it no revival to thy ſpirit, to hear that call of 

' Eph.v.14. divine compaſſion : Awake thou that ſieepeſ!, 
and ariſe from the dead; and Chriſt will givt 

thee hight ? Or that condeſcending, andgra- 

Matt, xi. Cious invitation ; Come unto me, all ye that 
28, labour, and are heavy laden ; and1 all give 
ws 
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explained, and enforced. 
you reſt? Or that heart-affeRing exclama- 
tion: O that thou had/t known, even thou, at 
| haſt, in this thy day, the things that belong to 
| thy peace? Or this encouraging -exhorta- 
* tion : Workout your own ſalvation with fear, 


and trembling ; for it is GOD that worketh 


| in you both to will, and to do? Is it nothing 
vine mercy, the richeſt forbearance, and 


warnings and expoſtulations addrefſed to thy 
conſcience ; and precious promiſes of unut- 
terable grace, and glory, to enforce and ren- 
| der them effeQtual ? and to be aſſured, that 
| thou wilt never be ſealed up to perdition, 
| unleſs through thy own obſtinacy, and im- 
penitence? If thou believeſt, that Ged ſen? 
8 bis Son tnto the world, not to condemn, but t0 
| ſave it 3 and that he is exalted to be a prince, 
| ond a Savicur, to give repentance, and remiſ- 
| fon of fins ; perplex not thy heart with fears, 
| indulge not to perverſe objeEtions : but fall 
| before the Lord thy Saviour; yield to the 
| conſtraints of his love ; tender thy homage 
| at the footſtool of his throne; and teſtify 
thy earneſt defire no more to live to thyſelf, 
but to him that loved, and died, and ſhed 
his 


| to thee that thou haſt rejeRed offers of di- 


long-ſuffering, exerciſed towards thee ? 
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The Duty of working out our Salvation 
his blood to redeem thee. And then ay; 


Do — whether this goſpel will only enhance thy 


ouilt and aggravate thy miſery ; or whether 


4t will not by the favour of God become the 


inſtrument of thy eternal ſalvation. 


3: Whata rebuke is this to the behaviour 
of 2 "careleſs world ! 


The Apoſtle exhorts : Work out your own 


> Cor. v, JaFvation. And the goſpe] declares, that 


19. 


Foh, viii. 
12, 


Mark xvi. 
I5. 


GOD 7s in Chriſt reconciling the world (1 
himſelf. The Redeemer proclaims himlſzlf 
the Light of the world, If then reaſon and 
philoſophy acquaint us that there are ſuch 
things as a human ſoul, and a future ſtate; 
if the chriſtian revelation be a divine truth, 
and by God's expreſs command is to be 
preached to every creature ; if faith, repent- 


ance, and obedience be neceſſary to ſalvation 


by a divine conſtitution ; and final infide- 
lity, impenitence, and hardneſs of heart un- 
der the goſpel be fatal, and ruinous: how 
amazing then 1s the employment of the ge- 
nerality of mankind; and how more al- 
toniſhing ſtill their careleſſneſs, and pre- 
ſumption ! 


Setting 


explained, and enforced. 

Setting aſide the common. multitude, 
whole time is divided between fleep and la- 
bour; and who are very much unconcerned 
about all events which do not apparently de- 
ſtroy their health, or deprive them of their 
food, and reſt : a great part of the remain- 
der are buſy about mere trifles, and intent 
only on affairs of ſmall conſequence, and of 
ſhort duration ; but inconſiderate and inat- 
tentive to matters of infinite and everlaſting 
importance. How great the deceitfulneſs 
of ſin, that it can rob a man of his under- 
ſtanding, and transform a child of reaſon 
into a kind of lunatick ? Should a traveller 


| elegantly furniſh his chamber at an inn, 


where he only intended to tarry for a night; 
ſhould a ſtateſman employ himſelf in catch. 
ing flies, or chaſing birds; or a wealthy 
merchant invite his friends to a feſtival, 


when the next houſe was on fire, and his 
own expected every minute to be ſeized by 


the devouring flame ; it would look like the 
frenzy, or delirium of a fever. And is it 
not equally fo to /ay up treaſures on earth, 
and none in heaven ; pamper, and decorate 
the body, and utterly neglect its immortal 


| Inhabitant; enquire after news, and dreſs, 


and 
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The Duty of working out our Salvation 
and faſhions, and deſpiſe religion ; ſee our 
friends and acquaintance die around us, and 


concern ourſelves no farther than to inquire, 


what eſtate they have left, or how they haye 
diſpoſed of it ? whether they had a private, 
or a pompous funeral? Can a man think 
himſelf rationally employed in reading ro- 
mances, while he never reads the oracles of 
God ? in frequenting places of diverſion, 


but never, even on the Lord's-day, attend- 


ing a place of devotion ? in being conver- 
fant with learning, and the polite arts, the 


tranſations of the great, and the trifles of 


the vulgar ; while a perfect ſtranger to God, 


| his heart, and his cloſet ? This i is aſtoniſh- 


ing, and afteCting. 

| And yet greater follies and abſurdities 
than theſe are to be found amongſt thoſe, 
who ſtile themſelves baptized Chriſtians, 


From whom (if other chriſtian countries are 


like our own) having ſeparated firſt the 
openly profane, and profligately wicked; 
then the infide], and unbeliever ; the igno- 


rant, and ſtupid; the ſuperſtitious, and ce- 


remonious, and finally, the paarifaical, and 
formal : how few will remain who are ra- 


tional, judicious, regular, exemplary Chriſ- 
tlans' 


EO Explained, and enforced. 

#2ns ?- Does it ſeem as if ſuch men had ever 
| heard of ſalvation by Chriſt, and of working 
it out with fear, and trembling, Have mi- 
* niſters commiſſion from God to teach, and 
* inſtrut, to warn and perſuade men, that 


* they may preſent every man perfet} in Chriſt C0l.;. 28. 


 7;ſjus? Have they a commiſſion to impart 
| their own ſouls with the goſpel, beſeeching 
* men in Chriſt's flead to be reconciled to God 

| preaching, and exhorting, publickly, and 
| from bouſe fo houſe, repentance towards Ged, 
E and faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt? And do 
| they faithfully diſcharge this truſt, and exe- 


E cute this commiſſion ? And do men's own 


© underſtandings and conſciences teſtify their 


| vaſt obligations to Jeſus, who came to ſave 


| his people from their ſins? Are they bap- 
Ptized into and called by his name ? Have 
© they heard in the preaching of the goſpel 


what he did, and what he ſuffered for their 


blakes ? Have they beheld him at the ſacra- 
Emental table as it were evidently ſet before 
their eyes crucified? And yet all this make 
Eno impreflion ; or none, that is effectual, 


F* ſeech and warn them any more? Why 
\ _ ſhould 


þnd ſaving? Then: © Why O thou all- 
$ Foone God, ſhould thy miniſters be-. 


2 Cor. v. 
20. 


AQts xx. 
21s 
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AQs xvii, 


18, 


Iſa. Ilxv.2. 


« Our ſermons are like a ſound in the air, 
* no ſooner made than dead ; or like water 


<« fjon; or awaken, and renew degenerate 


« Fe that feedeth a flock, eats of the milk 


© of ſouls, the ſtings of guilt, the monu- 


The Duty of working out our Salvatiqy 


&* ſhould we uſe thy ſacred name, and urge 
* thy divine authority, as men who hey 
« the air? Many will not give us the 
< hearing; and ſome deride and mock, ay if 
« we were ſetters forth of ſtrange Gods, 
«© Thine own eye beholds, O Lord, ow 
<« earneſtneſs, and importunity ; and the 
* coldneſs and contempt with which it i 
© treated. Thou heareſt theſe ſcorners de- 
« mand: And what will theſe bablers ſq ay? 


< ſpilt on the ground, which cannot be ga- 
« thered up again. Or give us our diſmil- 


«* dying men by our inſtrumentality. Hz 
<* that planteth a vineyard, eats of its fruit 


* of his lock. He that ploweth, plowesh 
* in hope, and by reaping and gatnering 
<* becomes a partaker of his hope. Where- 
« fore let not thy miniſters for ever haye 
* cauſe to complain, that we flretch fartl 
* our bands all the day long to a fliff-necked, 
&« and gainſaying people. But let the wortl 


« ments of thy juſtice, and the dread of thy 
©. yengeanct, 


explat ned , and enforced. 
« yengeance, the hope of ſalvation with 


« eternal glory, and he fearful looking for 
« of judgment and fiery indignation ; let 
« ſome or other of theſe motives, and argu- 


'« ments, become effeCtual with reaſonable 
| © men to engage them 7o work out their own 


#6 pre on.” 


| 4. This exhortation is a great encourage= 


ment to hope. 


| Theſcripture acquaints us, what an ami- 
| able, and excellent grace this is ; and that it 
| produces ſuch effets in the hearts of Chriſ- 
: | tians, that they are ſaid to be ſaved by 27. 
| Happy for us then, that this is raiſed and ani- 


| out your ſalvation, for it 1s God that worketh 
E:nyou. Ttis an ealy inference therefore, that 
{then this work will not fail of ſucceſs; if 
E We are Workers together with God, our labour 
Lal not be 1 in vain in the Lord.—Did not He 
_cncourage, and affiſt us, we might well 
grow weary, and faint -in our minds, But 
io long as he imparts his aid, nothing can re- 
{liſthis power, or defeat his gracious co-ope- 
Fration, Be vigorous theretore, Chriſtian, 

Ppon this eround:; baniſh all fear, and de- 
: P ſ1pon- 


24% 
E mated by ſuch exhortations as theſe : York 
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£7: 


Rom, viii, 


2Cor,vi. r. 


2 Cor. xv. 
GS, 


210 The Duty of working out our Salvation 
Sexo ſpondence ; let deſpair be for ever a ſtrangy 
Wat to thy heart. Whatever enemics aſlail, 
Iſa. xxvi, dangers menace thee, 77 tbe Lord thy Gel i; 
+ everlaſting ſtrength. | 4 
Doſt thou aſk : How will he work in and 
with us? I anſwer : it may be inviſibly and 
leſs ſenſibly, by the influence of his Spirit on 
thy ſpirit, to which he always has, or ca 
| have, an eaſy acceſs ; which notwithſtand. 


ing is always in a way ſuitable to thy caps 
city, and the powers of the reaſonable nz 
ture: or it may be viſibly and ſenfibly, by 
his word, and miniſters ; by his ordinance, 
or providences ; by his rod of chaſtiſemen; 
or vouchſafement of mercy ; by the admo- 
nition of thy friends, or the malice of thy 
enemies ; by the rebukes of thy conſcience, 
or ſome other method of infinite wiſdom 
But do it he will as certainly, and effetu- 
ally, as he wrought ſalvation for Iſrael, whe! 
purſued by the Egyptians; or ſmote the roct 
and cauſed the water to guſh out of it, when 
they were ready to periſh with thirſt; 


. performed any other a& of power, whict 


His faithfulneſs to his promiſe ever warratt 
ed his people to expect, 


5. Ho! 


ly 


explained, and enforced. It 

$ How requiſite are humility and dili- | Stuck 
gence in order to perſeverance in reli- www 
gion ! and how ſhameful and inex- 
cuſable is drawing back and turning 
away from God and from the wor- 


ſhip and practice of the goſpel ! 


Such an exhortation accompanied with 
Fſach a promiſe as this may well ſhame the 
Llothful out of their indolence ; as it con- 
Iyeys a moſt bitter and cutting reproach to all 
Ibackſliders, and apoſtates. They could but 
ſhave let the work of their ſalvation lain dor- 
Kant, if they had none to help them ; but 
With ſuch aid as this, to be- thus ndolent 
Yimits of no excuſe. Had not they given 
hut God would not have withdrawn from 
hem. Had they reſiſted temptation, and 
Fired, and prayed, He would never have 
Ecparted. No backſlider, or apoſtate, can 
'F hes was tempted of God : for Heis not a jun.i. 1 gi 
ban that he ſhould change ; nor does he 
her forſake them, who do not firſt forſake 
m, 


| But this may lead us to an exhortation to 
piltians, that they would be diligent, and 
| 4 2 Eos 
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—— upon them by various motives : ſuch ag, 


diligence, the conſtant uſe of appointed 


Cities of man. 


| help in all our times of need? And who 


The Duty of working out our Salvation 
conſtant in religion ; ; which may be urged 


1. Theſe virtues are eſſential to the chil. 
tian character. 


They are commanded, and conſequentl 
indiſpenſable in point of duty, and as an a& 
of obedience to God; and they are necel. 
ſary in order to facceſs Chriſtians have ng 
promiſe of aſſiſtance, excluſive of their own 


means, and the faithful exertion of their 
own endeavours. And our own under- 
ſtanding will teach us, that there would he 
an'evident impropriety in ſuch a promiſe; 
the divine operation being always congruous 
to the reaſonable nature, and ſublime capa- 


2. Theſe virtues are honourable and or- 
namental to the renewed nature, 


| Who would not work with ſuch an agent 
as God; and improve the promiſe He grac:- 
ouſly vouchſafes of conſtant and ſufficient 


knows not, that the new creature is lively, 
and a&tive ? The tegenerating grace of God, 
which draws the ſoul into union with Chil 

excites 


explained, and enforced. 

E excites it to intercourſe, and communion 
© with him. True 2oodneſs i is no lifeleſs in- 
| dolent principle ; but aRtive, and influential, 
| | fticcing up the ſoul to watchfulneſs, and 
: prayer, inviting it to the exerciſes of public, 
| 2nd ſecret devotion, railing defires after 
| greater conformity to God, deadneſs to all 
? ſinful indulgencies, and meetneſs for the em- 
| ployment, and ſociety, as well as the glory 
* bleſſedneſs of heaven ; and alternately 
| mourning, or rejoicing, confident, or aſham= 
E ed, caſt down, or lifted up, as God is pre- 
| ſeat, or abſent; or in other words, as the 
| work of holineſs in the ſoul does, or does 
| not go forward with increaſing ſucceſs. 


4 Theſe virtues are peculiarly acceptable 
and grateful to Chriſt. 


| This appears from his example which 
{was the moſt oppoſite to idleneſs, and the 
| rreateſt poſſible rebuke to ſloth, that could 
Ibe exhibited. 7 muſt work, ſaid he, the 
[works of bim that ſent me while it is day ; for 
[ve night cometh, wherein no man can work. 
[And as his example, ſuch was his admo- 
tion : Watch, and pray, that ye enter not 
unto temptation, Aſe, and it ſhall be given 
1 P 3 | you; 


VU, 
WFYNg 


John 1x.4. 


Matt. 
XXV1. 41. 


Luke Xle 
9, 13+ 


214 The Duty of working out our Salvation 
Szxmow you; ſeek, and ye ſhall find; Rnock, and it 

VII. J | | 
wn ſpall be opened to you. Your beavenly Father 
| will give his holy Spirit to them that aſe bin, 
more readily than parents give bread, or any 
John xy. good gift to their children, As the Father 
+9% bath loved me, fo have IT loved you : Continue 
| ye in my love; i.e. by a humble reliance on 
"ny grace, and achearful uniform obedience 
to my will. Abide in me, and 1 in you: a; 
the branch cannot bear fruit, except it abide in 
the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in 

me. 


4. The exerciſe ef theſe virtues is the way 


. to ſecure the conſtant influence of the 
divine Spirit, 


Where can he be ſuppoſed to at and 
dwell, but with upright humble devout di- 
Lgent ſouls? Are hearts incumbered with 
worldly cares, polluted with ſenſual plea- 
ſures, ſunk into ſpiritual ſloth, and atisfcd 
with a form of godlineſs, likely to be hishabi- 
tation? Will he chuſe to refide where he i 


oppoſed, and reſiſted ? Will the holy Spirit 
of God have fellowſhip with thoſe ſpirits, 
which are clated with pride, tranſported 

with anger, owered with malice, hae 
wil 


| 
n 
Y 


explained, and enforced. 
with envy, or defiled with abominable luſts ? 


Or will he not rather move upon the hum-. 


ble, meek, patient, benevolent, and chari- 
table ſpirits, who dread his abſence, and had 
rather ſuffer any thing, than reſiſt, or oppoſe 


his operations ? 


5. Theſe virtues i" ennupliry aud be- 
neficial to others. 


They do honour to God, and the Re- 


| deemer, afford credit to chriſtian principles, 
and make religion appear amiable in the eyes 
| of gainſayers, and infidels, The diſciples 
E of Chriſt have many eyes upon them, every 
one of which is not equally impartial ; and 
| if religion will certainly gain renown, or 
| ſuffer diſgrace from their behaviour, it be- 
| hoves them to refle& not only what is eſſen- 
| tial, but what is ornamental to the chriſtian 
| character. Diligence in their work, meck- 
| neſs, and humility in their temper, juſtice, 
| and benevolence in their aQtions, and a ſa- 
| cred conſcientious regard to the divine wor- 
| ſhip, authority, and glory, are apparently 
| ſerviceable to religion : whereas a preſump- 
| tuous afſurance of God's love, and an oſten- 


| tatious zeal for his glory ; talking of the di- 


oF" vine 
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The Duty of working out our Salvation 
vine majeſty with an indecent familiarity ; \ 
lofty, or froward, a ſelfiſh, or covetous diſpo. 
ſition, and a behaviour hardly juſt and honeſt; 
where theſe are indulged, I ſay, theſe are 
highly diſreputable, and detrimental to reli. 
gion, and very grievous to truly good men, 
W hat faith our Saviour ? Lef your hight ſo fhing 
before men, that they may ſee your good works, 
and glorify your Father which 1s in heaven, 
And fo the Apoſtle : Adorn the dofirine if 
God your Saviour in all things, And: Walk 


 xorthy of the Lord unto all pleaſing. 


Finally ; Theſe virtues will inſure ovr 7e- 
cerving the end of our faith, even tle 


ſalvation of our ſouls. 


They will enable us to die with comfort, 
as well as ſafety z to be examples to thoſe 
about us in our dying moments; and to bear 
an honourable teſtimony at the laſt to the 
power and efficacy of religion. This is the 
way to finiſh well, to be gathered to our 
fathers in peace ; and to have an entranct 


' miniſlred to us abundantly into the everlaſling 


{ſuch an honour, 


kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, And the 
humbleſt Chriftian may laudably aſpire t 


And 
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explained, and enforced. 


And now to cloſe this ſubje&t. Are 


Chriſtians, are truly pious fouls, who have 
tated that the Lord is gracious, and expe- 
rienced the power of his grace in drawing 
them into union with himſelf, obliged to be 
afſiduous and conſtant in working out their 
own ſalvation ? Is this incumbent on them 


who are already born of God, and who have 


made great progreſs in the way to heaven ? 
And does inattention and indolence expoſe 
them to the utmoſt hazard ? Whatthen muſt 
be ſaid to habitual finners under the goſpel ? 
Or what, it they ever reflet, muſt they 
think of their own conduct ? 


| It any ſuch are within the reach of my 
E voice, I wiſh they would conſider their own 


condition. If the goſpel under which you 
fit has had no heart-changing effe&t upon 


you, then are you at enmity with God : 
1 then is the God of thy life, in wooſe hands 
E thy breath is, and who can ſtop it any mo- 
: ment at his pleaſure, angry with you ; and 
| juſtly ſo, for lighting and deſpiſing the of- 
E ters of ſalvation, abuſing his long-ſuffering, 
| and looking with a ſcornful eye on the com- 
E paſtons, and inſtructions of his Son, And 
: what muſt be the conſequence of this an-. 


cer ? 


Dan.v.23, 
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ger? Is it equal to you whether you are hat. 
wx Cd, or beloved of God, and whether he i 
hope to eſcape the purſuit of his vengeance? 
ſciouſneſs. Could you fly on the wings of 
_ uttermoſt end of the earth ; his flaming eye 


| and overtake you. —Have you an 1magina= 


 fible. He will as ſoon condemn a humble, 


Tighteous, and impenitent. It is the vaineſt 


The Duty of working out our Salvation 


your friend, or enemy ? Then are you ſtocks 
and brutes, rather than men.—Or do you 


As ſoon may you eſcape from your own con- 
the wind, and tranſport yourſelves to the 
and glittering ſword would inſtantly purſue, 


tion that he will pity, and pardon you, tho' 
you live and die in your fins ? That is, that 
for your ſakes he will falſify his moſt ſolemn 
engagements, alter his own conſtitution, and 
diſpenſe with thoſe laws which he has fixed, 
and declared unalterable ? This is 1mpol- 


upright, innocent ſoul, as pardon the un- 


Imagination in the world; and will be ſwept 
away as a refuge of lies, and as a ſpiders 
web.—And how then will you defend your- 
ſelves, or to whom will you fly for protec- 
tion? Will you enter the liſts with the Al- 
mighty ? Will you contend with him with 
arguments, or arms ?—Haye you any reaſons 


explained, and enforced. 219 
| toproduceto vindicate the baſe contempt you Szxnox 
| have poured on his authority, to excuſe your yy 
| deſpiſing the riches of his goodnels, to prove 
that it was no harm in you to trample the 
blood of Chriſt under foot, and db deſpight Heb.x.2g. 
to the Spirit of grace. As well may a par- 
ricide maintain it is no fault to murder his 
parent, and betray his country, or to depoſe 
his lawful ſovereign by an unnatural, and 
unprovoked rebellion.—And as for oppoſing 
God by any human ſtrength, the imagina- 
| tion is frantic : it is like attempting to defeat 
| omnipotence with a broken reed, or to ſtop 
F the progreſs of an impetuous and all-devour- 
| ing flame with dried ſtubble. The potſherds 
| of the earth may ſtrive one with another ; but 
| woo bim that flrives with bis Maker ! 
| Conſider therefore what is propoſed and 
| offered to you. It is ſalvation: 1. e, the 
| deliverance of your ſouls from guilt and ruin, 
| final and irretrievable, and reſtoring them 
 torectitude, and Happineſs : than which no- 
| thing was ever offered more, or ſo well 
| worth your conſidering. —And theſe offers 
| Will be continued only for a limited ſeaſon. 
What the limits of it are no one can ſay; but 
E We all know it cannot paſs the limits of life : 

| it 


Ifa. xlv.g. 
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The Duty of working out our Salvation 


4t muſt ceaſe, when that ceaſes; if the dark. 
neſs of diſeaſe and adverſity ſhould not over. 
take us before.—And need I remind you 
how uncertain your life is ? you, who have 
| heard of ſo many ſudden deaths ; and per- 


haps parted with many a companion, and 
friend in health, whoſe face you have never 


Iia.xtvi.$, ſeen any more. GConfider therefore, and 
2 Cor, vi, ſhew yourſelves men, Now 1s the accepted 
2, 


time, now is the day of ſakvation, Humble 
thyſelf therefore before God, while he ad. 
mits and invites thee to an audience; and 
ſupplicate his throne, while he holds forth 
the ſceptre of mercy. 


' To conclude : Conſider the conſequence 
of acceptance, or refuſal ; of ſecuring, or neg- 


_ lefting your own ſalvation. When you make 


an agreement of any importance with a fel- 
low-creature, you fay ; let us ſign, and ſeal, 
that in all events it may be binding, And 
why ſo? becauſe, ſay you, life is uncertain, 
all of us are mortal. And do you never 
think of that, but in matters of a temporal 


nature? Can you enter into covenants with 


men, and none with God ? ſecure your el- 
tates, and merchandiſe ;z but treat your ſouls 


as 1t they were a thing of nought ? contract 
With 


explained, and enforced, 221 
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i with great circumſpeQion about a habita log bY 
tion, in which you are to reſide a few years, wy h- 


or months ; while you leave your eternal | 

 homein a ſtate of uncertainty ? 
What purpoſe it may anſwer He only 

knows, who has all hearts in his hands, and 
all events under his direction : but I call 
} him to witneſs, that I have ſet before you this eur. 
| life and death ; faithfully repreſented to ** '5* 
| you the certain conſequence of a cordial ac- 
| ceptance of God's offered mercy in Chriſt 
| Jeſus, and of a final refuſal, and reje&ion of 

it —But, alas | mine is only the breath of a 
mortal man ; too feeble to reach the heart, 
or even command your attention, Would 
to God, the mighty and merciful Father of ih 
| ſpirits may ſpeak to the heart; that ſome or Ul 
| other of you may go away with ſuch an im- 
b preſſion as that : I have heard of thee, O God, Job xlii.s, 
| with the bearing of the ear; but now mine Dy 
| ' eye feeth thee, Wherefore I abhor myſelf, and | 
E | repent in duſt and aſhes. Wl 
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SERMON IX. 


Idolatry and Vice alike unmanly, 


efoofockoctodjoofoooooofogojocpofotoojorptedfoojocſcrient 


ISAIAH XLVI. 8. 


Remember this, and ſhew your ſelves men, 


ov FXXKAHESE words are a lively ex- 
"HO jo T > poſtulation with the Iſraelites 
þe 1 concerning the abſurdity, and 
next folly of idolatry ; the a 
of too great a part of the world, and the per- 
petual crime and reproach of God's own 
people : though they knew, how expreſsly 
it was forbidden by the ſecond command- 
ment; how derogatory it was to the divine 
perfections, how daring an inſult on his Su- 
premacy z and how often he had reſented 1t, 


as an act of the higheſt treaſon againſt his 
- 


 Tolatry and Vice ali be unmanhy, 


[' government. The antient prophets beheld 
with becoming indignation this odious tranſ- 
grefſion of the people of Iſrael; and knowing 
the dreadful malignity, as well as the hor- 
E rible ſtupidity of the practice, they endea- 
© youred firſt to perſuade them out of it by 
E the force of reaſon, and then to ſhame them 
E out of it by that of ridicule. 

When this prophet faith in my text : 
Remember this, and ſhew yourſelves men ; he 
| intimates, that he is no man, in point of con- 
| fideration, and refletion, who is an idola- 
| ter: - An idol is nothing. The flock is a dec- 


© trine of vanities, Idolatry is unmanly, and 
E irrational, No man does ſo much diſhon- 
Z our to his underſtanding, and as ſo much. 
E like an ideot, as an idolater. 'The reaſon of 


E a man difdains ſo vile a condeſcenſion. One 


E would think it ſuch a contradition to the 


| common ſenſe of mankind, that you might 
© as ſoon perſuade men to do the moſt ridicu- 


| lous as, to embrace the moſt pernicious 


1 counſel, as gravely, and deliberately, to kneel 
| at the foot of an idol. A ſpark of reaſon is 
| cnough to make one ſtart at this monſter ; 
1 or kindle into indignation again{t thoſe, ho 
b yernd to eſpouſe and recommend 1ts right 
E to 


1 Cor.viii. 
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Idolatry and Vice alike unthaiily, 


to adoration. They, faith the prophet : They 


—who? why the god-makers,—the ſtupid 


wretches, who create what they adore j— 


They laviſh gold cut of the bag, and weigh il. 


_ wer in the balance, and hire a goldſmith, and 
he maketh it a god : they fall down, yea, they 


worſhip. They bear him upon the ſhoulder, 


they carry him, ana. ſet him in his place, and 


he flandeth : from his place ſhall he not re- 
move : yea, one ſhall cry unto him; yet can 


be not anſwer, nor ſave him out of his trouble, 


How ſhould he who can neither hear, nor 
ſee, nor move ?—who has neither ſenſe, nor 


ative power? A hopeful object to be im- 
plored, who cannot moye out of his place, 
nor ſtir cither hand, or foot !—With the like 
ſacred and manly ſcorn, the ſame prophet 


elſewhere expoſes this aſtoniſhing abſurdity, 


Ha xlv. 
OA + of 


The ſinith with the tongs both worketh in the 
coals, and faſhioneth it with hammers, and 


 evorketh it with the flrength of bus arms : 


yea, be is bungry, and his ſtrength faileth; 
be drinketh no water, andis faint, The car- 
penter flretcheth out his rule : be marketh it 
out with a line : be fitteth it wwith planes, and 
be marketh it out with a compaſs, and maketh 
77 after the figure of a man, according to tit 

2, beauty 


Tiblatry and Vice alike unmanty. 
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beauty of @ man ; that it may remain int the 9s neo 
 touſe. He heweth him down cedars, and tak- wy 


eth the cypreſs, and the oak, which he flrength- 


eneth for bimſelf among the trees of the 
foreſt; he planteth an aſh, and the rain 


doth nouriſh it. Then ſhall it be for a man 


to burn : for he will take thereof, and warm 
Uimſelf ; yea, he kindleth it, and baketh bread ; 


lea be maketh a god, and worſhippeth it : he 
Imaketh it a. graven image, and falleth down 
hereto, He burneth part thereof in the fire 


Yoſt, and is ſatisfied ; yea he warmeth himſelf, 
rd ſaith: Aba, 1 am warm, T have ſeen the 
fre : and the reſidue thereof be maketh a ged, 
4 en bis graven image ; he falleth down unto 
i, and worſhippeth it, and prayeth unto it, 
bn prd ſaith : Deliver me, for thou art my God. 

—4A goodly Deity indeed !—Thecontrivance 
F production of a carpenter, and a ſmith. 


hually liable to be ſtripped of its robes, or 
ſhed in pieces by the hand of violence ! 
He muſt be a wiſe man indeed, who bows 
own to the ſtock of a tree; who prays to 
Wat, which by fire may be reduced to afhes; 
Go truſts in that, winen may be as © 
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with part thereof be eateth fleſh ; he rofle(þ 


DA noble obje& of adoration, that is contt- 


226 ALIaolatry and Vice alike unmanty. 
Sy IX. diffigured, or thrown upon the back of a cg. 
A Sd mel, and carried with its ſenſeleſs worſhip. 
pers into a ſhameful captivity !—As was th 
caſe of the Babylonians at this time, whoſe 
chief idols, Bel, or Fupiter Belus, and Ney 
who uſed to deliver oracles, were by the 
| Perſians taken, and broken to pieces; and 
| the materials that were valuable carried Up- 
| on beaſts into their country, 
| Now 1s this for the honour of human nz 
3 ture? Could one ſuppoſe it thus debaſe, 
F and degraded? What, a god made out « 
an oak !—A god carved, and wrought wit 
3 the tool of a workman!-— What, a tre 
S .- lately grewing in the foreſt, and ſoon atte 
_ chopped, and planed, and deified! Ca 
_ brafs, and filyver, and gold, and precious 
ſtones advance a block unto a deity f bs 
men in their wits invoke ſuch an image! 
Can they fall down to that, which is itlel 
beld up by nails, and chains, and has neither 
reaſon, ſenſe, or motion ! There is no ſuc 
thing as folly in all the world, if this deſerve 
not the name. Babes and ideots at as wik 
a part, Nor does any thing more clear} 
expoſe the corruption and depravity of Þu- 


man nature, than that this ſhould be called W'* ; 
_ wor- 


Ilatry a and Vice alike unmanly. 


worſhip. That this ſhould be taught. by 
rieſts, and practiſed by the people, may 
vell raiſe the laughter of the profane, and 
zuſe a mixture of pity, and indignation 
mong the ſervants of the true, and liv- 


ng God. - 
| The prophets of the moſt High, have not 


to deride, and ſcoff at idolatry ; or to treat it 
with the keeneſt ſcorn, and raillery. Thus 
Elijah in the tryal which he made, in the 
preſence of the king and people of lirael, 

between Jehovah and Baal recorded. After 
Baal's priefis had in vain called upon him 
from morning till noon for fire to conſume the 


wpointed ſacrifice ; Elijah mocked them, ſay- 


big: He a God? Cryaloud; for either be is 
yalking, or purſuing, or in a journey ; or per- 
udventure be fleepeth, and muſt be awaked. 
A keener farcaſm was never uttered. In 
bow ridiculous and contemptible a light 
Woes it exhibit theſe wretched, and ſtupid 
hdolaters ! « You will have Baal to be your 
* 20d ?—A fine ood you have of him? 
E Do not you diſcern how he ſerves you, af- 
* ter all your prayers, invocations, and pe- 


thought it a breach of decorum, or piety, 
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| aances ? But perhaps he is a god of a 


C2 « dull 


228 Idelatry and Vice alike unmanty. 

__—_ «« dull, and narrow underſtanding. Per. 
WA, << haps he is not ſharp-fighted, or quick in 

| « hearing, or he is otherwiſe occupied, it 

** may be, Who knows but he is taking 

* a nap, or in a deep ſtudy, or engaged in 

« company ? Cry louder therefore, and try 

« if you can rouze andalarm him: and in- 

| « form him that his godhead is at ſtake; 
6 * and that he will loſe his honour, and hi 
$F - * yotaries, and you your lives, if he does not 
© attend, and anſwer.” $i 

In ſhort; there is no ſeverity too great 

no raillery too bitter, on ſuch an occaſion, 
The cuſtoms of the heathen are vain ; their 

| idol-making, and idol-worſhip is inexpret- 
fibly ridiculous. For a man to cut a tree 

_ out of the foreſt with his ax, then ſhape it, 
and deck it with filver and gold-embroidery, 
then call it a god, and worſhip it, is moſt tre- 
mendous ſtupidity, A god that mult be fal- 
tened with a hammer and nails, that muſt 
be carried becauſe it cannot go, that 1: 
ſpeechleſs and ſenſeleſs as a block of wood, 

or marble, is no God. —The very appre- 
henſion argues the moſt profound 1gnv- 
rance, and the utmoſt degeneracy. But tt 
Jer. x, 19. Lord, bers God ;—God alone, the ray ON | 
| a 


Tdolatry and Vice alike unmanly: 


the living God, the everlaſting King ; the al- 
mighty Creator, the ſupreme Governor, and 
the conſtant Preſerver of the whole uni- 


in bim ae live, and move, and have our Being, 
And therefore as the prophet ſays to Iſrael, 


| who had means of knowledge, and whoſe 


| idolatry was conſequently the more aggra- 
| vated : Remember this, and ſhew yourſelves men. 


| $© far as we have hitherto treated 


our ſubje, this audience, I imagine, will 
| apprehend themſelves little concerned in the 


to approve theſe ſentiments ; and to profeſs, 
| that idolatry is a moſt extravagant weakneſs 


| poſed, either by reaſoning, or ridicule. I 
| may ſay what I pleaſe againſt ſuch people ; 
[and no one preſent will attempt their vindi- 
cation —But may not this text, admit of a 
E reference, and accommodation, extenſive 
© <nough to reach other perſons, beſides idola- 
[ters? Undoubtedly.—By a parity of reaſon 
Iit may be applied to all wilful, and habitual 


} 


| 
tice of " » whois a votary of vice, and ſen- 


= Q 3 ſual 


{ argument. All are, doubtleſs, very ready 


{and Rupidity, and cannot be too much ex- 


[fingers and every man who makes a prac- * 
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verſe ; who 15 not far from any one of us : For ag: xvii, 


27, 28. 


230 Holatry and Vice alike unmanty. 

wy" aa ſual indulgences, having no fear of God, 

Kore no praQical perſuaſion of the eſſential dif 

ference between good and evil ; evety man 

of this charater is chatgeable with ſtupidity 

3 and folly, fimilar, if not ſuperior, to that which 

[ ' has been, juſt now, ſodeſervedly ION! and 
| derided. 


An idolater is not more contemptible, 
than an habitual, profligate, abandoned fin- 
® ner. Making, and carving, and adorniny 
| | an image, and then bowing down to it, | 
| rant, is nonſenſe and folly to aſtoniſhment, 
But I maintain alſo, that it 1s no leſs abſurd, 
_ and irrational, to live in contradiction to the 
laws of God; to make reaſon bend, and 
bow to luſt; to drown, or divert refection in 
| a torrent of ſenſuality, and debauchery; 
| and to ſubmit altogether, or in any mea- 
ſure, to the government of inordinate appe- 
tites, and paſſions, No praRice of the in- 
E-- fidel, and illiterate, not even of the molt 
ſtupid idolaters, can be more barbarous and 
brutiſh, than to gratify a luſt at the expence 
of our purity, and our peace: and fora 
tranſient gratification to deſtroy our ſouls, 

and facrihce their immortal happinels. 
That 


Idolatry and Vice alike unmanly. 


. That the expoſtulation, or reprimand =” ad 
j then in the text may be properly addrefled 


| and accommodated to all wilful habitual 
| finners, I ſhall draw the parallel between 
| vice, and idolatry ; and ſhew their reſem- 
| blance in the following particulars. 
 I.All fin 1s contrary to reaſon. 


Reaſon is the light ſet up in us by the Au« 


thor of our being, to guide us to himſelf; 


| and point out to us the road to true happi- | 
| neſs. And though by the original apoſta- 


| cy, and by our own perſonal degeneracy, 


| it is weak and leſs perfet, than at firſt it 


| was; yet 1s it not ſo far enfeebled, but that 


| it may affiſt, and enable us to attain all the 


oreat ends of our exiſtence. - Conſcience, if 


| well attended to, would ſhew us the way of Es 


' truth, and happineſs ; ; and lay reſtraints upon 
| us whenever we begin to wander. God has 
ſhewed us what is good, and what he requires of 


| 25, Every man has a /awnritten on his heart ; hon. : 
which convinces him that the law writ- *;: 
| ten on the tables of ſtone, and other ſuch di- | 


vine laws, are moral, immutable, of perpe- 


| tual, and univerſal obligation. And there- | 
| fars a wilful ſinner acts unreaſonably. he” 


Q4 oppoſes 


231 


Mic. vi. $. 


— O—— 
TE Een Eto ond # Iv ok 
— w._ % BY 
DEPT oboe ts war bn, 
On I 


_— ' —_—— 
- 6 —— ————— ct... 
— —- 4 _ 


— 


| Sermon 


AGE) 


tage; he reje&ts the counſel of his beſt, and 
 mbviſt faithiu! friends, and hearkens to 1 


ſuffers not the noble powers of his mind to 
exert themſelves, but exalts into their place 
the moſt ignoble principles, and paſſions. Ap- 


Tfa. V, 20, 


| the grand end of his creation, He attempts 


terror in his breaſt; and does what will not 


this in points of the utmoſt importance 


darkneſs. He gives not the chief good its 


| Tdolatry and Vice alike unmanty. 
oppoſes the goyernment, and violates the 
laws of God, the univerſal Sovereign,—Hq 
diſhonours his Maker, and lives in a conti. 
nual revolt from that Being, who has hin 
at his abſolute diſpoſal. He deſtroys hi 
own innocence, diſturbs the order and re- 
poſe of his mind, robs himſelf of all ſelf. 
enjoyment, raiſes up ſhame, remorſe, and 


bear the ſlighteſt refleAion.—He parts with 


what is eſtimable for a trifle, he runs an in- 
finite hazard without the proſpeCt of advan- 


known inveterate deceiver, and enemy ; and 


his preſent and everlaſting welfare, He 


petite, and luſt darken the judgment, and 
controul the operation of the intelleQual fa- 
culties. The finner calls evil good, and gid 
evil; puts darkneſs for light, and light for 


juſt ſuperiority, nor does he keep ſight of 


cl that 
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that which is impoſſible ; and ſeeks happi- 
neſs where it is not to be found, He know- « 
ingly does that, of which he is aſhamed; 
and upon the account of which he muſt re- 
| pent, or be finally miſerable, Let every ha- 
| bitual ſinner lay his hand upon his heart, and 
| enquire, if this is not a juſt repreſentation of 
* his conduct; and if it is, I weuld ſay to him, 
* and to all of his chacather : : Remember this, 

| and ſhew your ſelves men. 


II, All fin is contrary to the mind of God 
expreſsly declared in his written word. 


| God hath ſpoken to us at ſundry times, 
| and in divers manners, by his ſervagts, and 
| by his Son: and always to this purpoſe, 
| that he 7s of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, Mab.i.rz, 
| That evil ſhall not fland in bis /ight, and that pr, vi. 
| He bates all the workers of iniquity. God ab- 
| hors fin through a neceſlity of nature ; and 

| he can no more be reconciled to it, than 

| light and darkneſs can ſubfiſt together, The 

| eſſential holineſs of the ſupreme Being moſt 

| clearly demonſtrates, and inviolably maintains 

| hiseternal averſion to every moral defilement. | 

| It is a ſtanding maxim of his government, — A 

[that all i iniquity is rebellion, He has writ- | 

HP ten 
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Ry 
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Prov. viii. 
ult. 


Jer. xliv. 
FY 


xJoh.ii.t, 
Rom, vi. 


Ha a 


_ priſes @ fool, and @ ſinner, under the ſame 
- deſcription ; 3 compares all ſuch to brutes, 


Pf, XxXxi1, 


Ifa. 1,3. 


foever doth this, wrongeth his own ſoul. When 


jeRt, it 18 ih ſuch language as this : O do w! 


and its end remorſe, horror, and deſpair. 
declares that they degrade themſelves, that 
they relinquiſh and renounce the human fa 


ye not as the borſe or as the mule who have u 
underſtanding. Nay the prophet upbraid 


knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſter 


Idelatry and Vice alite unmanty, 


ten it as with a ſun-beam for perſpicuity, and 
as with a pen of iron for perpetual dufation, 
and deep impreſſion ; that it is an evil and 


bitter thing to fin againſt God, and that wh. 
he condeſcends to ſpeak to men on this ſub- 


that abominable thing which my ſoul hateth ! 
When his inſpired ſervants addreſs them- 
ſelves to us, it is: Theſe things write ut 
unto you, that ye fin not, The wages of fimnii 
death, The path of fin is the road to deſtruc. 
tion, its companions are ſhame, and guilt 


The wiſdom of God in his word com- 
upbraids them with want of underſtanding; 


culties, and fink down into mere animal na- 
ture. Thus the Pſalmiſt admonithes : Þ! 


the rebellious Iſraelites for not acting ſo 11- 
genuouſly as ſome of the brutes : The 


116: 
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| crib: but Jſrael doth not know, my people doth 
| not confider. And the ſame prophet elſe- 
| where declares, that God will reſent, as 
> well as convict; puniſh, as well as re- 
prove this ſtupidity. 1 is a people of no 
F underſlanding : therefore be that made them 
F worll ave no mercy upon them ; and he that 
| formed them <oill ſhew them no favour, —Re- 


| member this, O ſinners, and fhew your felves 
| men, If you have underſtanding, ſhew it 


| in the reſpe& you pay to the ſupreme, ſo- 
| vereign legiſlator 3 otherwiſe whatever your 
© ſhape, and form, you are brutes in aCtion ; 


: neſs of the divine nature, but alſo from the 
| Cignity of your own. 


II. A courſe of fin is repugnant to our 
Intereſt, 


| This, weare wont to obſerve, governs the 
| world : and by this we mean not merely to 
| relate, with ſome limitations, a known matter 
| of fact ; but to diſcover our approbation of 
© it, asa right principle, It is a diQtate of wiſ- 


E dom, that a man ſhould conſult his own in- 


| tereſt, It is reaſonable, and equitable to do 


t, But then it ſhould not be a miſtaken 


intereſt, 


| 2nd are degenerated, not only from the like- 
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Idolatry and Vice alike unmaniy. 
intereſt, or merely his preſent intereſt, o 
.In a ſingle point only ; but his real, and 
higheſt intereſt, his intire intereſt here, ang 
hereafter ; his intereſt all things conſidered, 
as an immortal, 2s well as a mortal, crea. 
ture. And now who will maintain that 
| finners a& thus, when they ſhut their ears 
- againſt the voice. of God, and liſten to the 
counſels of Satan? when they turn away 
from the lovely and radiant charms of vir. 
tue, and fix their eyes on the painted and 
tinſel ornaments, and allurements of vice? 
when they admit to their embraces the 
unlawful pleaſures and profits of this world, 
' utterly excluding the ſubſtantial and dur- 
_ able glory and felicity of the other ? Do ſuch 
men, I fay, conſult their welfare ? Are they 
true to themſelves? Do they diſcover a 
ſound judgment, or a right diſcernment of 
| their intereſt ? No. more; than that man 
does, who forſakes a faithful friend, and al- 
ſociates with a flatterer. No more ; than 2 
traveller would do, who knowingly hires a 
thief, and a murderer for his guide, to ſhew 
him his way through a deſart country, in 
which he is a perfect ſtranger. As a ſheep 
which wanders from his fold, and feeks 


pro» 
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itſelf into the talons of a falcon ; ſo contrary 
to his own intereſt, and ſafety does "that 


man a&, who by a courſe of ſin diſcovers and 
| betrays his diſloyalty and difattection to _ 
| blefſed God. 


IV, Sin is contrary to perpetual remon- 
ſtrances from within. 


| The powers of recolleQtion and review 
| are the diſtinguiſhing properties of man ; 
E what we have done, we call over again : 
E and if it be good, we have a double enjoy- 
> ment ; but if it be evil, we have a ſenſible 
| remorſe, and anguiſh. Conſcience, or this 
| {elf-refleting power is ſet up in the heart of 
| man, as a living guard, and a perpetual 
| monitor to preſerve our truth, and purity ; 
- and as it cannot be bribed, or corrupted 
| without our conſent, ſo neither can it be ſe- 
E duced by pleaſure, awed by power, or de- 
ceived by the moſt ſpecious appearances. 
| But being well informed, and left in its natu- 
| ral ſlate of liberty, it approves, or condemns, 
| according to the laws of God, and the me- 
| 'rits of the caſe ; and therefore bears a con- | 


_ Nant, 
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protetion from a wolf; or as a bird, that SxzuON 
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$rzney ſtant, uniform, eternal teſtimony againſ 


fin, It was never known in any one in. 
ſtance, or on any occaſian, to vindicate, 
or tolerate any immoral praQtice. He 
then who loyes, or indulges himſelf in the 
practice of fin, will ſoon make conſcience 


a reſtleſs, and inſupportable companion ; or 
_ if by opiates, or artifice, he can controul, or 


filence its reproaches for a ſeaſon, it will 
certainly ſpeak louder, and wound deeper 


hereafter for ſuch violent temporary ſuſpen- 


ſion. This is a known and experienced truth, 


Remember it therefore, and ſhew yourſelves men, 


V. Sin is equally contrary to the beſt ſen- 
timents and judgment of mankind in 
general. 


Are notorious ſinners the objects of envy, 


_ or of contempt z of approbation, or cenſure? 
| Do the wiſe and ſober-minded approve their 


courſe of life, and envy their enjoyments? 
or do they not pity their folly, and extrava- 
gance, and rejoice that they are not of theit 
number? Who, when life is drawing to 8 


cloſe, wiſhes to endure their refieions, to 


die their death, or inherit their portion ? On 
the contrary, the univerſal conſent, and ex- 
Perience 


&-- oN hab Rents, FL 4 "IE 


: the Apoſtle to the Romans, whereof ye are 
© nw aſhamed ; for the end of theſe things 1s 
© death. This is the caſe when our ſins find 
E us out ; which if they do in time, and ſoas_ 
, 't make us ſenſible of their heinous deme- 


Tdolatry and Dice alike un manly. 


approach of eternity, inſpire all men with 


Laſtly : The fruit of fin is bitter, and the 
conſequence 1s dreadful]. 


What fruit had ye then in thoſe things, ſaid 


it; they may only coſt us tears, and peni= 


q = ſorrow : but if not, then they ine- 
| vitably terminate in anguiſh, deſpair, ard 
| miſery everlaſting. A fad end indeed! 
| an end the moſt tragical, and deplorable! 
tan end, from which the foreſight of man, 
| one would imagine, ſhould make him rce-. 


1 coil, and ſtart back with horror. 


| There are 'many other conſiderations 
ſokigh might be alledged to expoſe fin, and 
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perience of mankind are in favour of virtue, Szzuov 
| 2nd religion, and proclaim the infinite dif= Ay 
| ference there is between righteouſneſs, and. 
| wickedneſs : and the cloſe of life, and the 


| this paſſionate wiſh: O that I may die the Num. 
> death of the righteous, and that my latter en 
| may be like bis. 
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to render it deteſtable: but in the alreay 
mentioned we may diſcern great force, if 


they be but duly and impartially weighed by 


us. I will therefore reſt the proof on what hy 
been already ſuggeſted, and cloſe with this ſe. 


rious exhortation, 
Remember this, and ſhew yourſelves MEN 
Retain in your memory theſe things which 


| you have been now attending to, and ſhey 


Joh. vii. 
44+ 


treat you to confider ſeriouſly : : 


yourſelves men ; men of underſtanding, and 
prudence, and foreſight, capable of aCting 


and refleQting, as reaſonable beings: ma 


who are bound and determined to behavein 


religion, as you do in the things of this life 
and proceed upon the ſame principles n 


both cafes. Do not be blind in one cal; 
and cagle-eyed in the other; there a man, 
and here an ideot, a ſtatue, a mere image 
without choice, or active power. Remem- 
ber, that an habitual ſinner has not only 
debaſed his nature below the animal, but 


has exchanged it for that which 1s diabo- 


lical. He ts of bis father the devil, and dat 


bis works.—Remember this, 1 beleech you, f 


and ſhew yourſelves men. 
To enforce this exhortation, I would in- 


How 
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nature. 

| God is zhe Pather of our ſpirits ; ſpirits 
; made it his image, and reſemblance, ca- 
| pable of intelleftual exerciſes, and opera- 
© tions: and which ſhould therefore aſcend to 
Ehim, aſpire after his approbation, and favour, 
Bſeek intercourſe with, and conformity to 
Ehim, not delight in ſenſuality, and carnal 
FaffeCtions ; ; not a, as if inſtin& and ap- 
bpctite were the primary, and commanding 
Wpcinciples. | One may venture to affirm, 


, þ he does, who indulges to wilful, allowed 
In every other caſe, they would warmly re- 
Won; and made dupes to the infolence and 


Jaony of their luſts, and paſſions. They 


ſic really as weak as idolaters, their con- 


Pn are violated, and all the conſiderations of 


of 4 -_ - des 


How fin degrades the human ſoul, and 
leads men to at below the dignity of their Ser TD'Y 


_ man would hardly, in any other caſe, 
Emely do, or ſuffer ſuch indignity to himſelf, 


} F-bitual ſin. Sinners tamely endure what, 


[ent as a ſevere reflection on their underſtand- | 
bs. They unman themſelves, are impoſed 


lb as Irrational. All the principles of rea-_ 


(creſt diſregarded, and deſpiſed. Inſtin& 
nd appetite, and cuſtom make men fools ; 
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ow deceive, and render them vain in their ing. 
——» ginations, ſo that their foolsſh beart 15 darh- 
Rom.1-21. oved. At one time, they amuſe them. 
ſelves with dreams, and toys; and at an- 
other, terrify themſelves with ſpectres, and 
images, of their own raiſing, and deviſing, 
There is no abſurdity ſo glaring, but a wil. 
ful ſinner may be reconciled to it, if it flat- 
ter, or defend his vice; and he will either 
believe, or diſbelieve by wholeſale, as it 
ſuits his preſent purpoſe. He is cajoled, and 
trepanned by a known enemy, flies from the 
arms of his friends, deſpiſes the wrath of 
the Almighty, and the torments of hell; 
ſleeps upon the brink of a precipice, and 
ſports himſelf with the arrows of deftruc- 
| tion: 1,e. he does things as wrong, and ab- 
ſurd, as theſe. He repeats them without 
ſhame, or bluſhing; and is fool enough to 
perſevere in this courſe, in ſpite of the calls 
of heaven, the warnings of conſcience, the 
views of death, and the diſcoveries, and ap- 
proaches of the future judgment. 


Conſider further : Sinis agratification to us 
onlyaswe are depraved, and corrupted. 
The pleaſure it affords ariſes from our de- 


generacy; fo far as We unman ourſelves, 
and 


Tdolatry and Vice alike unmanly. 

and no further, we delight in fin. When 
men make fools of themſelves, they may be- 
| come idolaters; and when they make brutes, 
'or worſe than brutes of themſelves, they 
- maybe caſy in a courſe of wilful, and obſti- 
nate tranſgreſſion. OT. 
Remember this in hours of temptation, 
 —Remember it as to all fin, and that in 
 particular- which moſt eaſily beſets you, and 
may on ſome account, or other, be called 
| jeur own iniquity. Remember it ſo as to 


| oppoſe it, ſo as to reſiſt it uniformly, and 


| ſteadily: and ſubdue your hearts into obe= 
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| dience to the commands of God, and the 


| rules of the goſpel. So remember this, as 
| t0 ſhew yourſebves men, 1. e. reaſonable, cir- 
| cumſpe&, and reſolute : not ſuffering pre- 
| judice to blind, and pervert your under= 


E ſanding; or a depraved and head-ſtrong 


will to lead you captive at its pleaſure. 

| Say, that fin puts on an amiable diſguiſe, 
and attire : does it become our reaſon to be 
| thus cajolked? Are we to be led away by 
| appearances, or to look no further than the 
| face, or outſide ſhew ? 

| Suppoſe it to plead cuſtom, or common 
| *xarple : is that our rule, or will that be 
| BR 2 our 
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Sermon our vindication ? Good example ſhould be 

—— Chearfully followed; but evil example brave. 

ly, and reſolutely reſiſted. In things indif- 

, ferent to follow example may be conyveni. 

\. ent; but in things immoral, it 1s criminal, 
and fatal. TD 

Suppoſe it enticeth by the baits of plez- 

ſure : that will avail nothing with men of 

diſcernment, and ſpirit. Pleaſure, if not 

innocent, ceaſes to be pleaſure, If it be 


curſe, it ends in pain: and the pain in that 
, Caſe will be deep, and laſting ; the pleaſure 
only tranſient, and momentary. Who 
ſtrokes a viper, becauſe it is ſmooth? oc 
drinks poiſon, becauſe it is ſweet? That de- 
ſerves not the name of pleaſure, which 1s 
not innocent, rational, and manly. 
Is profit, and worldly advantage the temp- 
tation? This on the balance of your ac- 
counts will be found real, ſubſtantial lols, 
and laſting damage. It is exchanging gold 
for duſt, and parting with what is precious, 
for that which is vile. He, who barters 3 
jewel for a grain of ſand, makes not 2 
-, weaker bargain, than he, who ſacrifices the 


peace of his conſcience, and the favour ol 
his 


attended with a ſting, and followed with a 
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his Maker, for the largeſt draught of ſen- Yr, "l 


| foal delight. wy WM 


| Does fin recommend itſelf by fecreſy, 
| and offer to draw around us the curtains 
of midnight ? That alters not the nature 
| of ations. Darkneſs covers not from om- 


 niſcience ; conceals not from the obſerva- 
| tion and animadverſion of conſcience, or 
| of the eternal Judge. —Darkneſs and light proxy. 


* are both alike to theſe venerable, and aw- 'z 


| ful witneſſes. Actions will be weighed in 
| the ſame balance, whether they are done 
| openly, or in ſecret, What if an idola- 
| ter worſhipped in a cave ſo deep, that the 
| vulture's eye had never penetrated it ? 
F What if he were ſoothed with the ſofteſt 


| muſfick, while he was committing this 


abomination ? What if his homage were 


rewarded with the ſhrines and robes of 


| the idol he adored, or with the gilded 
| ſculpture of his temple ? What if this baſe 
| compliance procured him public honour, 
| and renown ; or purchaſed for him popu- 
lar applauſe, or royal favour? Would 
| theſe render his praQtice rational, and man- 


| blaſphemy, into reaſon, and piety ? Would 
E-: 83 theſe 


| ly? Would theſe convert nonſenſe, and 
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CxnNON theſe ward off the reproaches of conſcience, 
wa —) and the anger of God? The parallel holds 


equally the ſame, with reſpeCt to m_ It 
moral aCtion. 


Remember theſe things therefore ; Re- 
member them, Sirs, -upon all occaſions. 
I would here addreſs myſelf in particular 
to you, my younger friends; whoſe bloom. 
ing days, and eager paſſhons may probably 
afford ſome particular temptation, greater 
advantage over you. — Remember this ani 
Shew yourſeFves men. And let this generous 
and noble reſiſtance be made, and en- 
forced, not only by the authority of rea. 
ſen, and the conſideration of intereſt ; but 
by the boundleſs mercies of -a gracious 
God, by the bleeding compaſtions of a {at- 
fering Saviour, by the promiſed, and there- 

fore attainable aſſiſtance of the Divine opt- 
Tit, and by all the glorious hopes, and orl- 
_ vileges of chriſtianity : that while others, 
being allured, are enſnared ; being enticed, 
conſent ; being tempted, periſh ; you may 
ſtand in an evil day, and be able to makelt 
your humble boaſt to the honour of Divine 
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Good Men, the excellent of the 
Earth, 


MOCK XOKOOK AKC EOK NOK IO 


PSALM XVI. 3. 


But to the Saints that are in the earth, 
and to the excellent, in whom is all my 
delight, 


FEXKHAT greater evidence could the $:zwos 
= w 3 devout Plalmiſt give of his piety, * 
 ®&XXx and wiſdom, than to chuſe God | 
| for his portion, and the ſervants of God for 

| companions? O my ſoul, thou haſt ſaid unta xy, , 
| the Lord: Thou art my Lord! A moſt de- 

| vout, and divine ſoliloquy; expreflive of 
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Sexpon | the moſt ſol: mn and explicit dedication of 
—— his ſou], that is of himſelf, to God. Theſe 

words therefore: O my ſoul, though not in 
the original, are well ſupplied by our tran(- 
lators; as they illuminate and inforce the 
ſentiment. And what more ſuitable to the 
foregoing ſentiment, than the words which 
Immediately follow, and of which my text 
makes a part? My goodneſs extendeth ny 
unto thee; but to the ſaints, that are inthe 
earth, the excellent, in whom 1s all my delight, 


In ſpeaking to which words, I propoſe 
I. To inquire : what is true excellenee 
of character; and wherein doth it 
_ properly contiſt ? | 
1. How does it appear, that this cha- 
rater belongs to the ſervants of God! 
And then cloſe with ſome ſuitable re- 

flecions. 


I. What is excellence of character, when 


applied to men, and wherein doth it 
conſift ? | : 


I anſwer : Excellence ſuppoſes, and 1 


| founded in goodneſs; and denotes an im- 
prove 
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provement in it to a degree, that is conſpi- 
cuous, and eminent. 

It may be conſidered in a natural, and 
moral ſenſe. — That is good in a natural 
ſenſe, which hath all the phyſical parts and 
qualities it ſhould have ; or that it was ori- 
_ ginally intended to have by the Creator. 
* Thus we read, that God Jaw every thing that 
he had made, and, behold ! it was very good : 
| i, c, it was what he deſigned it to be; agree- 


| able to the pattern formed in his own all- 


| perfet mind ; fit for the purpoſes it was in- 
| tended to ſerve, without either redundan- 
| cy, or defect. As fer God, bis work is per- 
| jeff, —In a moral ſenſe, he is a good agent, 

| who is virtuous, and religious, who as 
| aprecably to the nature, laws, and will of 
E God; ſuch diſpoſitions and habits being the 
| proper ornament and perfection of the hu- 
| man mind. God bath ſhewed thee, O man, 
| what is good, and what the Lord requireth 
F of thee ; namely, to do juſtly, to love mercy, 
| and to walk bumbly with thy God. 

| Anda high degree of this is with ſome 
| ſpecial propriety ſtiled excellence. To ex- 
{cel in a moral ſenſe, is to ſurpaſs others in 
1 irue goodneſs; to be more eminent than they 


in 
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XXXll, fo 


Mic.-vi. $. 
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in piety, and virtue, and whatever is ami- 


— able, and honourable: or as the Apoſile 


Phil.iv. 8. 


expreſſes it, It 1s to cultivate and praiſe 
whatſoever things are true, venerable, juft 
pare, lovely, of good report ; and whatever 
hath any virtue, or praiſe in it, in the fight 
of God, or man. What is good, though 
imperfect, may be 1ſo improved as to be. 
come excellent, and deſerve efteem ; a: 
metal, which is ſterling, may be refined; 
and jewels may be poliſhed, and made ty 
increaſe in Juſtre, and value. But there 
never can be real excellence without intrin. 
ſic goodneſs: any more than lead can be 
changed into gold ; or aſhes, and clay, into 


| pearls, and diamonds. 


This therefore leads me on to inquire, 


I. How it appears, that this character 
doth indeed belong to the ſervants of 
God; 1, e. to the truly religious. 


Excellence is being eminent, and illuſ- 
trious, in that which is intrinſically, and 
ſubſtantially good ; deſerving of eſteem, and 
intitled to applauſe. It may indeed © 
claimed where it is not deſerved ; and afſum- 


ed, and aftected without a tle, and againk 
_— 
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evidence: as baſe metal may counterfeit 


nent ſanity, But there is as certain a dif- 
ference between them as between wiſdom, 
and folly z or darkneſs, and light.—That 
only is excellent which proceeds from a 
good principle, is cheriſhed by worthy mo- 
tives, and directed to a right end. And 
where there are upright intentions, there 
will by degrees be an excellence of charac- 
ter, in conſequence of a divine bleſſing up- 


on our labour, and prayer, and diligent per- 
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gold ; or ſpecious hypocriſy paſs for emi- uu 


ſevering uſe of the means he has appointed, 
and the opportunities he has afforded us for 


our improvement 1n piety, and virtue. 


| But perhaps the queſtion before us may 
be beſt illuſtrated by a ſeries of propoſitions, 


1, The- original innocence and excellence 
of mankind is impaired, 


God made man upright ; but he ſought out 
many inventions. The crown of innocence, 


| and excellence, is fallen from his bead. The 
| gold is become dim, and the moſt fine gold 


| very noble, and excellent being ; capable 
| of the preſent knowledge, and ſervice of 
q TS | God, 


} changed. The human ſoul is ſtill indeed a. 


Ecclef, vii. 
29. 


SERMON 
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God, and of the future immediate fight, and 


_ enjoyment of him : without the addition of 


any powers, new and different from thoſe it 
poſſeſſed at its firſt creation. But then it is 
a fallen creature : it is impaired, and weak- 
ened, it 1s depraved, and corrupted, it is 


enſlaved, and captivated by thoſe appetites, 


and affections, it ought to command, and 
controul. I appeal to the experience, and 
verdict of the world. Is the underſtanding 
of man lofty, and capacious, his judgment 
ſound, and fagacious, his will obſequious, 
and ſubmiſſive to the diRtates of reafon, his 
heart ſincere, and open, his conſcience ten- 
der, and faithful to conviction, his affec- 


tions pure, regular, ſteady, elevated ; as 


they ought to be, and would have been, 


had he continued in the ſtate in which he 


was created? No. There is a feeblene(s, 


and faintneſs in the foul of man. Sin has 
Infuſed a contagion, and infetion, into this 


earthly element, and marred this work of 
God; ſo that notwithſtanding it remains 
capable of perfect, and perpetual happineſs, 
without any new additional powers, (as [ 
juſt obſerved) yet not without having the 


old ones renewed, and reſtored to rei 
tudz 
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tude, by good inftruftion, and example, 
| the bleſſed means of divine ordinances, and 
| the invigorating influence, and agency of the 
| power, and Spirit of God. 


2. There are however in ſome perſons in- 
nate endowments, and acquired ac- 


compliſhments, which render them 


more excellent than others, both na- 
. tural, and moral. 
| Such as good temper, ingenuity, pru- 
| dence, benevolence, integrity, and genero- 
| ſity, temperance, induſtry, fortitude, mag- 
; {ney and a diſpoſition to arts, and ſci- 


ence, the love of liberty, and a generous 


{ Drs for the welfare, and happineſs of 
E mankind. Theſe are real excellencies in 
| human nature; and ſome bright remains 
| of its original glory, and honour, which 
|} are to be found in all parts of the terreſtrial 
| globe. As on the other hand, ſelfiſhneſs, 
© pride, covetouſneſs, envy, ill-nature, craft, 
| cowardice, cruelty, and ſuch like vices, are 


| its deformity, and reproach : and as appa- 


| rent ſtains, and blemiſhes of the ſoul, marks 
þ and monuments of its defection, and defor- 

| nity ; as the thorns and thiſtles brought 
E _ forth 
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w—— infeted air, and other direful and deſtryc. 
tive calamities, are of the Creator's curſe on 
account of the firſt apoſtacy. 


' 3. They who are ſtiled excellent in the 
text have a mixture of imperfections, 
and failings, with their virtuous ha- 
bits, and endowmeuts. 


We not only certainly know, that perfec- 
tion is not the general attainment, and hap- 
pineſs of mankind ; but that there 7s not a ju 
Eccleſ.vii. man upon earth, who doth good, and finneth 
20, 
of this doarine of ſcripture; that if the 
bits, ſervants of God ſay : They have no ſin, they 

dzcerve themfekves, and the truth 1s nt in 
them, 1 confeſs, the divine original, and 

heavenly tendency of religion, eſpecially of 
the chriſtian religion ; its excellent Author, 
and amiable deſign, makes it truly wonder- 
ful, that it meets with no more ſucceſs, and 
eticacy. And when one ſees how uncer- 


preſſion is upon its profeſſors, we are ready 
to cry out: © What! Chriſtians ; and yet 
the mind no more renewed, and ſanified, 

..-" the 


Szxmon forth by the earth, as an enraged ſea, an 


net, And experience teſtifies to the truth 


tain, and incompleat its influence, and im-. 
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the affections no more refined, and exalted, 
conſcience no more faithful and attentive to 
the voice of providence, and the word of 


| God? Saints; and yet ,no more eminent, 


| and exemplary in all holy converſation, and 
| zodlineſs ? The excellent of the earth ; and 
yet ſo captious, covetous, cenſorious, proud, 


| and paſſionate ; ſo much conformed 7o the Rom, xii, 


| world, fo little transformed by the renewing * 
| of their minds ??? Doubtleſs every ſecret de- 
| viation, eſpecially every open, and known 
| tranſgreſſion, muſt occaſion painful reflec- 


E deep humiliation before God ; or he can 


J theſe are ſeldom known to the world ; nor 
þcan they be ſufficient evidences of a man's 


Ethey are followed with a vifible amendment, 

Eznd a proportionable increaſe of caution, cir- 
b- Wcumſpetion, and rcfoJution. 

| But to return to the point before us. The 
Eft is, that none of us have already attained, 
EOr are truly perfeft. Spots, and blemiſhes, we 

E have in our Character, and behaviour, with 


: Ppoſed to diſzuiſe, and extenuate them 1 in 


© tions in the mind of the good man, and. 


Bhave no title to that denomination : but 


@lincerity even to himſelf, any further than 


Evhich we are too calily contented ; and as 


-QOUI=: 
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x * ourſelves, as we are ſagacious in eſpying, and 


—_ magnifying the like in our neighbour. Happy 
for us it would be, and honourable for our re. 
ligion alſo, were it otherwiſe; anddidour am- 
bition to conciliate the approbation, and ad- 
vance the honour of our divine Maſter, bear 
any proportion to the excellence of his ex- 
ample, and the purity, and ſublimity of his 
precepts. Happy, if we gave no occaſion to 
our adverſaries for juſt reproach, or to our 
friends for grief, and lamentation : and that 
many more of us were eminent for our ſta- 
bllity, felf-denia), patience, fortitude, hea- 
venly mindedneſs; or whenever we have 
backſlided, or deviated, for our reper.tance, 
humility, and increaſing circumſpeCtion. 
But till I muſt add, 


* There is a real and unqueſtionable ex- | 
_ cellence of charatter ia all the ſer- 


vants of God ; which renders the leaſt 
and loweſt of them ſaperior to the 
higheſt, and greateſt among the 
wicked. h | 


That they are in a tate of preſent imper- ' 
fection, and temptation is manifeſt ; and 


that they have frailtics, patſions, and appe- 
tites, 
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tites, not ſo intirely reſtrained, and ſubdu- 


ed, as they might, and ought to be, will —_— 


| ot be denied. But till there is an excel- 
| lence in them that is ſterling, and ſubſtan. 
| tial; and which may be pointed out, and ap- 
aled to, as their honour, and glory, and 
| & their diſtinQion, and comparative perfec= 
| ions. Tt may be ſafely affirmed, becauſe 
(it c4n be ſolidly proved, that all virtue is ge- 
Eraine excellence z and on this account, the 
E righteous 1S more excellent than his neighbour, 
Ewho is not righteous. Yes, he i is ſo; not- 


knowledge, and ſcience, all the oifts of na» 
Kture, and gifts of fortune, wealth, power, 


ivine authority declares, that a Iiztle, which 


y many wicked, 

| If it be aſked : Wherein does this ſupe- 
Fior excellence of good men conſiſt ? It may 
&eceive the following illuſtration, 


' 1. They derive a right to this charater, 
| from the excellence of him, whoſe 
image they bear. 


S Mn 


6 righteous man bath, ts better than the riches 
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withſtanding that neighbour may have all 


fame, dominion, and the applauſe, and ae- 
Camations of the multitude, For the ſame 


Plaltm 


XXXvii. 16g 


| PT. Vili. I. 


fet thy. glory above the heavens ! The name of 


| Col.u1. IO, 


2 Pet. i, 4. 


Ignorance, and defilement into one of light 


God raiſes the dead, and ſubdueth all thin 


_ Good Men, the excellent of the Earth, 
'On account of the original, fupreme, an 
unfpotted, and immntable excellence 
God, you have heard that devout exclamation 
of the Pfalmiſt: O Lord, our Lord, by 
excellent 4s thy name an all-the earth ; thou buf 


God 1s himſelf, or his own infinite, and 
perfe& nature. Such therefore as reſembl 
him derive an excellence, and luſtre fron 
him, which renders them deſerving of e 
teem, and reverence, Every thing in Gol 
is 'perfet ; is venerable, and illuſtrious, Al 
who fear him are renewed after the image if 
him that created them ; not the natural, 
much as the moral image of God : they ar 
regenerate, reſtored creatures, and ſhine in 
the rays of the Godl of truth, and purity 
righteeuſneſs, and goodneſs ; and partaked 
all his communicable, and imitable perfec- 
tions. As once they bore the image of tit 
earthly, they now bear the image of tit 
heavenly. They are paſſed out of a ſtated 


and purity; and are quickened into a divin 
and ſpiritual life, by that power, where 


unto himſelf, They partake of a divine 


tare; and are one with Chriſt, as he 1s 0 
wi | 


Good Men, the extellent of the Earth. 2x9 
with the Father. They are new caft in the Szxnon 
nopld of the goſpel. The love of God is au 
hed abroad in their hearts ; and his image Roms: 
iotamped upon their ſouls, ſo that they are, 
tin a found, and figniticant ſenſe, god-like 
creatures} Now this commands reverence, 
b:nd challenges eſteem : this conciliates re- 
pet, and regard, and makes them truly ve- 
Enerable, and more excellent than thoſe, who 
have not been begotten again by the goſpel; 
yho have nothing to recommend them but 
learning, wealth, or worldly honour, and 
the leſs conſiderable advantages, and orna- 
Wcats of art, and nature, 
| Sirs! It is nat birth, ar rank, ar fortune ; 
t is not beauty, wit, .or ſcience : no, itis a 
Felemblance of God ; it is truth, purity, and 
Charity ; it is piety, integrity, righteouſneſs, 
and extenſive and univerſal goodneſs; which 
make men excellent, and honourable in the 
Dzht of God. And though it muſt be grant- 
Fd, that no human heart in the preſent 
7 rorld is free from frailty, any more than 
pne- gold from all alloy : yet there is that 
uth in the inward part, that refinement pr. j;, 6, 
Wd purification of temper, and life, which ; 
ſeaders the man. proof, and ſtandard ; and 
© 8 which 


os 2x0 which upon the tryal 071] be found to praiſy 
GR and honour, and glory, at the appeari ng of fe 
1 Pet.1.7- ſs Chriſt. In a word: that life is begun 
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in all God's ſervants, which will be prolonged 
into glory z and thoſe diſpoſitions formed, 
which perpetually aſpire after undecxyin 
perfeCtion. 


2. Good men are ſtiled the excellent of 
the earth, on account of the pool 
they doin the world. 


And good they do in this world, as cer 
tainly as they live init; and that from principl, 
and out of regard to the divine authority 
And this they do with continuance, and yer- 
ſeverance; and without exception, or exclu- 
ſion of any objects or occaſions, where God 
affords opportunity, and ability. 

1 will not affirm that thoſe virtues, which 
poliſh and adorn human nature, are alwaji 
exerted with becoming ardor ; or ſhine wit 
equal luſtre in every gracious heart. Purs 
religion, that heavenly ſpark, that celeſti 
ray, that god-like principle, does not ati 

mate, and illuminate all its ſubjects in at 
equal degree. Nor does it entirely change 
the temper of its | ſubject into quite anothe 

natul6 
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nature: ſo that a man conſtitutionally cho- 
| eric, proud, or covetous, becomes thereby. 
| uniformly and univerſally meek, patient, 
2nd liberal, But yet it has its effes; and 
| they are viſible, and often noble. It lays 
| frong reſtraints upon the paſſions, it halds 
| them in, as with a bit, and bridle; it excites 
| reſolution to oppoſe and counterat every 
| evil propenſity, and habitually promotes the 
| honour of God, and the kingdom and in- 
| tereſt of our Lord, and Saviour. Of his 
| diſciples he ſaid : Ye are the ſalt of the earth, 
Land the light of the world, Nor can any 
I claim this charaQter, unleſs they evince their 
Etitle to it by their pious, and virtuous ations, 
[their devout prayers, their wiſe advices, their 


prics, their relief of the indigent, their vin- 


Kuniverſal benevolence, compaſſion, and 


(charity to ſuch, who are in diftrels, and ad- 
pd 


| am far from denying, or diſparaging the 
humane and amiable qualities of many per- 


Hips of religion ; andI will not take upon 
ſne to Juſtify, or excuſe many of the ations 


$ Kong, who make no profeſſion of a regard to the 


S 3 of 


Matt. v; 
I 3» I 46 


[prudent condu&, their forgiveneſs of inju- | 


dication of the injured, and oppreſſed, their 
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| Sxnzton of others, who make high profeſſions, ang 
Wo who, I would hope, are not deſtitute of the 


ſation, and charitable behaviour makes them 


ever {0 juſt, polite, cendeſcending, and be- 
nevolent. 


Hhity for ever. And this is their univerſal 


in this perſuit. Nevertheleſs in this declared 
_ end of living, and in the means principally 
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ttuth of religion. But on the compariſon, 
1 am perſuaded, the beſt and greateſt good 
on the whole is done by the ſervants of God; 
whoſe ſober, righteous, and godly conver- 


more uſeful members of ſociety, than the 
generality of thoſe who renounce, and dif. 
claim religion : let ſome amonglt them be 


3. The excellence of the ſervants of God 
may receive further illuſtration, by 
conſidering the end they propoſe to 
themſelves, the courſe: of life they 

| perſue, and the means they uſe to 
obtain it, 


Now this is to glorify God, and enjoy 


and invariable profeſſion, and intention, 
They are not all alike ſteady, and exemplary 


requiſite to promote, and obtain it, they att 
unanimous, and perſevering z though not al- 
_; 


Good Men, the excellent of the Earth, 
ways perfectly conſiſtent. And I cannot 


* 
| but account this a. noble evidence of true TE 


| wiſdom; and fit to be appealed to, as a 
| mark of found underſtanding, and: of an 
| excellent ſpirit. Let the grand ſcope of re- 
| ligion be rightly underſtood, and repreſent- 
| ed; let the ſubjects of it at conſiſtently with 
| their principles, and conformably to its 
rules, and encouragements : and where will 
| you find any thing ſo excellent, and amiable, 
| on this fide heaven ? To. be among thoſe 
who thus fear God, beholding their integri- 
| ty, attending to their wiſdom, obſerving 
| their piety, and purity, their love of God, 
| their candor, and benevolence towards men, 
| their inflexible integrity, and fidelity, their 


| in expoſing, and ſupprefling vice, and in 
| recommending induſtry, frugality, prudence, 


| their intentions, and the vuprightneſs of their 
| | views: who in ſuch circumſtances will not 
| be diſpoſed to make allowances for lefler eſ- 
| capes, and failings; for thoſe imperteCtions 
| which can hardly ever be ſeparated from 
| this ſtate of frailty, and mortality ? Men, 
} _ who, 


| hatred of fin, their love of virtue, their zeal 


| and probity; to be a witneſs, as far as one 
Þ opirit can diſcern another, of the ſincerity of 
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' Col i5. 1. 


2 Cor, iv. 
18, 


Good Men, the excellent of the Earth, 


who, inthe main, a as I have repreſented, 


as all the excellent of the earth do; ſuch 


. men, I ſay, reſtore the credit of buman na 


ture, do the higheſt honour to the grace of 


_ God, give ſubſtantial evidence of the power 


of religion, and of the influence and efficacy 
it has on the heart, Such men are like a 
ſweet odour, and grateful perfume, diffuſe x 
delightful fragrance wherever they come; 
and conſtrain others to treat them with reve- 


rence, as well as eſteem, and to aim at ſe- 
_euring to themſelves the like ground of re- 
2Car.i.1z, Joicing: to wit, the tefiimony of their conſci- 
ences, that in fimplicity, and godly incerity, 

_ not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of 

God, they have their converſation in the 


world. 


And from what motives and with what 
views do they at&t thus? Is it for preſent 
gain, or honour, of applauſe ? No. The 
obje&s they prefer are zbings above, and 
things to come; things which are not ſeen, 
and which are eternal. The happineſs after 
which they aſpire is ſpiritual, and divine; 
unmixed, and perfe&t ; endleſs, and un- 


changeable. For though they are conver- 


ſant with preſent things, and as diligent as 
13 


' Good Men, the excellent of the Earth, 26g 
- conſiſtent with true wiſdom in affairs ſe- Szzuon 
cular, and temporal, yet they endeavour fo 
to uſe the world, as not to abuſe it ; they do : Gor, vil. 
| not mind earthly things ſo as to diſregard * « 
heavenly ones : they ſer their aftefFions on Col.iii. 2: 


things above, not on things on the earth, The 
perfeftion of their reaſonable natures, and 
the happineſs of their immortal ſouls ſtand 


higheſt in their eſteem : and will always do 1 
ſo, while they a& with that propriety, and I 
dignity, which becomes the friends of re- | | 
ligion, and virtue. The buſineſs, and [3 
pleaſures of this life, have a ſhare of their | 
time ; but not the whole of it, Their ſe- [! 
rious thoughts, and hours, they account q. 


their beſt hours; the moſt pleaſant, the 


moſt profitable, the moſt important. They 
feel themſelves moſt eaſy, and happy, when 


| they meditate on divine ſubjects, converſe 
| moſt intimately with God, and themſelves, 
and abound in the fruits of righteouſneſs. 
Theſe pleaſures are the moſt exquiſite, and 
durable ; give the mind a right airection, 
| leave a grateful ſavour upon it, bear a com= 
| fortable review ; and entertain and delight 


| tneir hearts with a proſpect ſo noble, and glo- 


| rious, as infinitely to ſurpaſs all the riches 
| and happineſs of the world, And 
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__ Cvod Men, the exceNent of the Earth, 
52x08 And now let me cloſe the ſubje&t with a 
Net few inferences, and refletions, | 


£ If faints are the excellent of the earth, 
what then are the wicked ? 


_ Can they likewiſe be denominated excel. 
tent? No. They are many of them the 


_ droſs and ſcum of the earth; and had it no 
ether inhabitants, it would probably ſoon 


| bea field of confufion, difcord, diſtreſs, and 
defolation, Some of them, it muſt bead- 
mitted, are men of genius, ſenſe, and learn- 
ning; very ſhrewd, and notable in the buf. 
nefs of the world, and are able to make a 
figure in it : and fome of them are uſeful 
and honourable members of civil ſociety, 
tovers of hberty, and friends of mankind; 
and archeld in high, and juſt eſteem, for their 
 affability, courteſy, benevolence, and pub- 
lic ſpirit. But if they bear not the moral 
image of God, they do no honour to hu- 
man nature. 'This preſent world terminates 
their views; their objefts, hopes, and in- 
tereſts are ſecular, ſenſual, and ignoble. 
We muſt not therefore too cloſely unite our- 
ſelves with them, chuſe them for our boſom 


| friends ; ; hor be led alide, and aſtray Þy 
their 
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Good Men, the excellent of the Earth. 
theie wit, and humour, their paiety, or po- 
licy, leſt our good principles ſhould be cor- 
| rupted ; and we mourn af the laſt, when out 
fleſh, and our body are conſumed, and ſay : 

How have I bated inſlrufton, and my beart 
] dopiſed reproof ! 

2. We may itifer from hence, what is 

due to the charater and example of 
the ſervants of God. 


They are worthy of double honour. The 


world owes a great deal to their piety, pru- 


* dence, probity, candor, and benevolence : 
| and to deride and ſcoff at them is groſs fol- 


| ly, and an evidence of our ignorance of 


| what is truly excellent, and valuable. 


3. What an obligation lies upon the ſer- 
vants of God to be jealous of their 
own behaviour, and do a becoming 

| honour to themſelves; to maintain 

_ their integrity inviolate, to behave 
with becoming circumſpeQtion, walk- 
3ng in all the erdinances, and command- 
ments of the Lord blameleſs. 


They owe this to religion, and to them= 
| elves; as this alone will ſecure their credit, 
| and 
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SBRMON 


Good Men, the excellent of the Earth. 
and comfort, give encouragement and ſpirit 


X. 
w—— to their fellow-ſervants, and filence the in. 
_. vectives, and reproaches of the ſcorner, 


Eph.i11. 8. 
x Cor. xv. 
IO. 


4. Let not any truly, ſincere, and upright 
perſons be difcouraged, if they do nat 
arrive at an equal degree of eminence 
3n religion with ſome others. 


The character of ſaints is truly venerable, 


and honourable ; they are the excellent of the 


earth : and who would not wiſh for ſuch an 
attainment, and labour to obtain ſuch a cha- 
racter ? But if by ſome means, or other, 
we are leſs honourable, excellent, and ex- 
emplary, than others; let us be thankful 
ſtill, if we have cauſe to hope, that, we are 
. ſincere, and upright, and have he root of 
the matter in us. And we may comfort our- 
ſelves alſo with this, that there is no ſmall ex- 


_ cellence in true humility. The great Apoſtle 


ſtiles himſelf : Leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints; 
and ſays : By the grace of God IT am what 1 


am. And how much are the beſt of us in- 


debted to the grace of God? And what a 
real ornament is a modeſt opinion of our- 
ſelves, to the moſt eminently pious, and de- 
vout ſouls? And, provided theſe are not 

pleaded, 


Good Men, the excellent of the Earth, 269 


| pleaded, and reſted in as an excuſe for indo- Szxwos 


lence, and want of diligence to improve in | 


the divine temper, and life ; they may af- 

ford us great comfort, as to our perſeve- 

| rance, and final acceptance with God. 

With a becoming ſenſe then of our preſent 

| imperfection, and a grateful acknowledg- 

| ment of our ſpiritual means, and mercies ; /zf 1x, 4. 
| us lay afide every weight, and the fin that dith 
| moſt eaſily beſet us, and let us run with pa-- 

| tience the race that is ſet before us; looking for Jude ver. 
| the mercy of our Lord Feſus Chriſt unto hfe *'* 

| eternal, 
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The ApoRtolical BenediRtion 


wk 7 rent oak o 
TTY TOES EATING Vt? y -—_ 
Ae POT Ye et es AY de MET OE NE 
6 ALS v4 OL VIS RF Ce nn 
— ik. *. —_ Y 


EPHESIANS VI. 24. 


Grace be with all them that love our Lin 
Teſus rg in ſincerity, 
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XX F there ever was an inſtitution 
I amongſt mankind, calculated to 
AF & promote their welfare, and hap- 

KK Nincks, both here, and hereaf- 
ter ; the chriſtian religion challenges to bc 
that inſtitution, The firſt news of our 54- 
viour's birth was brought to our world by 
an angel, who appeared to certain ſhepherds 


PP FOI HE SIT Te OE NEE SO NON L 
Dj_ twp any 


Ea wats 2 
s ”. WER 


who were in the fields, keeping watch over i 1: 
their flocks at night. And ſuddenly the glory Wl 
WT / the Lord foone round about them, And the Wi ti 


angel 


angel faid unto them : Fear not; for behold ! 66 wh 
T bring you glad tidings of great Joy, which \ 1 [1] F 
ſhall be to all people ; for unto you is borg: this | Fi 
day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which tt 
is Chrift the Lord.— And ſuddenly there was Ib. ver; 'L6 
with the angel a multitude of the beaventy ' ' — \F} 
 byf, praifing GOD, and faying : Glory to '} 7 


I J —- ET 


GOD # the bigheft, on earth peace, good 'F 
will towards men,—This is a juſt repreſen- j 
tation, and deſcription of the goſpel.—-lt Wo 
was deſigned to illuſtrate the glory of the ['F 
divine perfe&ions ; to reconcile finners to is 
God; and to extinguiſh that hatred, and ill- fy 
| will, which is too apt to ſet the apoſtate 
ſons of Adam at enmity with each other, 
But Chriſt bath reconciled us : his death 
| has this tendency ; and it will have this ef- 

te, in that meaſure, and degree, in which 
| we underſtand, and approve his undertak- 
| ing. Chrift has gathered together in one all Joh, xi, 


the children of G O D, which were ſcattered 5 
broad. 


But notwithſtanding this is the ie, 
and deſign of the goſpel, it muſt be confeſ- 

| ſed, there crept” into the -chriſtian.church, 
very early, a ſpirit of diſcord, and diſaffec- 


tion, 3 -0N account of the different ſentiments, 
which 
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272 The Apoſtolical Benediftion. 
Szxxon Which prevailed at that time, amongſt thy 
—_ jewiſh, and gentile converts, Concerning 

the obligation of the Moſaic law. But the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt did not countenance ſuch 
a ſpirit: nay, they ſaid and did what wa 
moſt proper to ſuppreſs, and deſtroy it, 
They aimed to unite chriſtians, not to divide 
them; they were very folicitous to pro- 
mote. a ſpirit of candor, and catholiciſm, a 
ſpirit of affeQion, and benevolence, amongſ 
all them who loved our Lord Feſus Chriſt in 
incerity © 1, e. in other words, amongſt al 
true chriſtians. 


In farther diſcourſing therefore on theſe 
words at this time, I propoſe to conſider, 


'T. The charaRters of the perſons here de- 
ſcribed : i. e. thoſe who love our Lird 


Teſus Chriſt in fincerity. 


II. The benediftion here pronounced on 
ſuch perſons ; Grace be with all Jeet! 
And then, 


- THT. I ſhall make ſome inferences, and re- 
flecions, | 


I. I am to conſider the character of 
the perſons here deſcribed ; bat they 


love our Lord Feſus Chrift in ent 
An 


The Apoſtolital Benedi&ion. 274 


And I think it muſt include in it, 4 ES 


F; Faith in Chriſt; i. e. the believing | 
him to be zhe Son of God, and King of Joh. 4 495 
 Jfrael; the only begotten of the Father, wn... 
full of grace and truth; Emmatuel, or 
| God with us; the prince of life, and i, 
» Lord of glory ; whom God has exalted | _ i. 
' with bis right hand to be a prince, and * 


I it. 


| dwells, 


His manifeſtation and miraculous power 
demand this. 'The doctrines he preached, 
the good works he performed, and the per- 
fe example he ſet before the world to the 
honour both of his charaRer and miſſion, chal- 
lenge our faith z and make it an aG of the 
higheſt reaſon, and wiſdom, as well as obedi- 
ence, and duty. How often does he ap- 
Ipeal to his works as the proof of his divine 
miſſion ; and upbraid the Jews with malig- 
nity, and moſt unreaſonable obſtinacy for 
rejeRing his authority, and blaſpheming the 
Iiſdom, and power of God, by which he 
Upake, and ated ! This therefore, i.e. our 
path in him as a divine Saviour, muſt ſurely 
Þc the firſt thing ſuppoſed and implied in 
s our 
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Joh. i. 1 4 


Cali15. 


ſo ſoon as we know them to be his, are t 


their ſincerity. And how happy are wein 


his boſom, he hath declared bim. 


 gratifications, and approaching difſſolution 


The Apoſtolical BenedifHton, 
our loving the Lord Feſus Chrift in fincerit, 
—And particularly, our believing his decla. 
rations, and truſting in his promiſes. And 
how fit is it to do both, when we are affured, 
that grace and truth came by him ; and that he 
is the wiſdom of God, and the power of Gud? 

His declarations, to whatever they relate 


be received by all his diſciples in teſtimony 
of their love to him ; and as an argument 


ſuch a teacher, in ſuch an eminent prophet? 
in ſuch a glorious image of the invi/ible Gul! 
Eſpecially, as no man bath ſeen God at ay 
time ; but his only begotten Son, who lay in 
And how 
excellent, and important, how ſublime, and 
affecting, how noble, and beneficial are the 
declarations made to us by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, concerning God, his nature, wot- 
ſhip, and will? concerning man, his nz- 
ture, and ſtate ; his relation to God, as his 
chief end ; his duty, and intereſt ; his caps 
city for immortal blefſednefs, and the termi 
on which he may: certainly obtain it ? con- 
cerning the -periſhing nature, the ignoble 


of 


The Apoflolical Benedi#7on, 
of this world ? concerning the deſtruRion 
of fin, and death ; the certainty, and glory 
of the reſurretion of the dead; the rule, 
procels, and decifion of the future judg- 


mortality? None was ever able, or autho- 
riſed to make ſuch declarations, as theſe be- 
fore; nor can we conceive any thing equal, 
or comparable hereunto, as the ones of 
| our faith. 

And as are his declarations, ſuch are bis 
| promiſes ; 1. e. all exceeding great, and pre- 
| cus: particularly, that of the Spirit to en= 
| lighten, ſantify, and comfort his people, 
| and to aſſiſt and enable them to bring forth 
| the fruits of righteouſneſs to the praiſe, and 


| Gfety, and ſuccour, of protection, and peace, 
| of his Father's love, as well as his own; of 
| aſſiſtance in duty, comfort under affliction, 
| firength againſt temptation, hope in death, 


| wice, and I know them, and they follow me. 
| And T give unto them eternal life : and none 
| ball pluck them out of mine hands. My Fa- 
| ther, who gave them me, 7s greater than all; 


[ 2 and 


ment; and the conſequent happineſs of im- 


| glory of God ; and the farther promiſes of 


| and happineſs for ever, My ſheep hear my 
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| The Apoſtalical Benediftion. 
and none tis able to pluck them out of my Pa. 
ther's band. Tp 


2. Gratitude to him on account of the 
benefits and bleſſings he has pur. 
chaſed for, and conferred upon us, 


_ How oreat a benefaor he is to ſinners, 
the whole enlightened world is witneſs, He 


came into the world, to give his life @ ranſun 
| for many, He has ſaved our loſt; and per- 
iſhing nature; re-eſtabliſhed a blefſed recon- | 


ciliation between an offended God, and his 
offending creatures ; reſtored us by his word 
and Spirit to the divine image, and favour, 
admitted us to the privileges of: his gracious 
covenant ; and by once offering up himfelf 
on the croſs, hath obtained eternal redemptim 


for us : andin virtue of that oblation is gooe 


into heaven, where he ever hives to make 1n- 


 ferceſſion for us. Such was the matchlels 


and unexampled undertaking of our bleſſed 
Saviour. And what gratitude is due to 6 
gracious, and generous a benefaQor ? And 
what fincere and ardent affe&ion muſt we 
be conſtrained to expreſs to him, who has 


purchaſed us already by his death ; and rat- 


ed us by his reſurreftion to the does 
ſuc 


The Hpoftelical  Benediftion. 
ſach benefits, as are ineſtimable, and ever- 
laſting * 


3 Keeping bis commandments is the 
ſtrongeſt evidence of our love to 


Chriſt. 


the hearts of all true chriſtians are ſubdued 


to the authority of their divine Maſter. They 


conſider him as their Lord and lawygiver, 
| their prophet as well as propitiation, their 
| prince as well as their Saviour, They el- 
teem it to be their honour, and happineſs, 
| to be reſcued from the power of fin, as well 
| 23 redeemed from the puniſhment due to it ; 
| and reverence his ſceptre, as 5 well as rejoice 
@ in his ſufferings. 

| Sintere love is conſiſtent, impartial, and 
| perſevering. Jf ye love me, keep my com- 


| ſtian ever forgets. Then are ye my friends, 
| my true diſciples, and faithful followers, 
| when Je do whatſeever 1 command you ; is 
vritten in indelible charaQers on the hearts 
| | of chriſtians, and inforced by the conſide- 
'$-.3 ration 


| Becauſe it is the moſt contrary to corrupt. 
nature, and to the carnal and criminal incli- 
| nations, and affections of our hearts. . But 


| mandments ; 1s an inſtruction, no true chriſ- 
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278 The Apoftolical Benedifion. 
 $8xM08 ration of his ſaving power, and matchle(s 
wy love. The beauty, and luſtre of religion 

| conſiſts in the uniform reſpe& we pay to its 
Author. It will cauſe us to abound in in- 
ward veneration, and outward obedience; 
and inſpire us with alacrity in duty, as well 
as delight in ordinances. Then will chriſ- 

' Pl.cxix.6. tians not be aſhamed, when they have reſpef 

to all the Redeemer's commandments; that 
particularly, which he calls his new com- 

| Joh. xiii. mandment : that we love one another; and 
3+. that other, which, neglected as it 1s, has not 
only the authority of an expreſs command, 

but the ſolemnity of a dying charge to en- 

at force it : ** This do in remembrance of me ;" 
19%, ÞT have eſteemed, ſaid a great example of rc- 
ligion, in the times of comparative igno- 

'Þr cxix, Tance, T bave efteemed all thy precepts con- 
128, cerning all things to be right, and I bate every 

__ Joey. 
4. Finally ; Sincere love to Chriſt im- 
plies a defire of promoting his king- 
dom, and glory, in the world. 


To have no deſire of this kind, ſeems in- 
conſiſtent with the chriſtian character, In- 
diſcreet, and miſtaken methods of attewpt- 

EE ing 


ing it, have often done more hurt, than Snpyon 

good. But a prudent judicious concern for uy 

his honour, regulated by reaſon, and expe- 

| rience, is both commendable and honour- 

able amongſt chriſtians, 
It is true, that our bleſſed Saviour does 

not ſtand in need of our afliſtance, to carry 

on his work in the world ; nor does, nor can pr, xvi. 2. 

our goodneſs extend to him, But what chriſ- 

| tian can be utterly indifferent to the intereſt 
of ſo mighty a benefactor, and ſo merciful 
a Saviour, and lover of ſouls as Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Who would not deſire the propagation and 
efficacy of his doctrine, the advancement, 
and enlargement of his kingdom ? Who 

{ would not be ſolicitous to improve every op- 

| portunity it pleaſes God to put into his 

| hands to exalt his honour, defend his cauſe, 

| relieve, and ſupport his diſciples, and mem- 

| bers, and render the adminiſtration of his. 

| mediatorial kingdom honourable, and ſuc- 

| ceſsful? And who would not mention their 

| names with reſpe&, and renown ; who have 

| demonſtrated their love to him by ſufferings 

| for his ſake, by ſacrificing their deareſt in- 

| tereſts to his ſervice, and honour ; and who 

| have been moyed by none of the threats, 

| T4 and 
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The ;- aig cal Benedifion. 
and terrors of the world, nor counted their 


i lives dear to themſelves, fo that they might 
you ** finaſh their courſe with joy ? 


| Matt, 


KXV1e 4.9» 


In theſe ſeveral ways may the love of 
chriſtians to Chriſt their great Lord and 
Maſter be evidenced, and expreſſed ; and 
it muſt, and will be expreſſed, more or leſs, 


in all of them, by thoſe who are ſincere lo- 
vers of Chriſt. 


But when this apoſtolical benediQtion i; 
pronounced on all who love our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift in ſincerity ; 1 think that phraſe may 
denote two things. 


1. Sincerity may be here oppoſed to h- 
 pocriſy; 1. e. to feigned and counter- 
feit afteQtion : ſuch as all wicked men 
have, who love Chriſt in pretence 
only, and rotin reality z who do not 
keep his commandments ; who cal 
bim : Lord, Lord, but do not ile 
things which be ſaith : 1uch as that 
of Judas was; who cried : Hall, 
Maſter, kiſſed, and betrayed him. 


But though chriſtians may frequently 
judge of the fincerity, or infincerity of their 


own Joys tg Chriſt ; I mean, in ſuch cal, 
where 


The Apoſtolical Benadiftion. 
where outward ations correſpond to, or 
contradict their profeſſions: yet there are 
many caſes, where other men cannot judge 
of this. And conſidering the erroneous judg- 
ments we often form of things ; and how 


little capable we are of knowing the prin- 


ciples, and motives, by which others are 


governed ; we ſhould be very cautious, and 


tender of pronouncing any man inſincere. 
Peter was very ſenſible, that appearances 
| were very ſtrong againſt him, when our 
| Lord put that queſtion to him three times : 
| Simon, ſon of Fonah, loveſt thou me more 


than theſe * And he had no way of vindicat- 


ing himſelf, and juſtifying his affeQtion, but 
by an appeal to Chriſt's own omniſcience ; 
Lord, thou knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt 
that 1 love thee. 
2, Chriſt may be loved in ſincerity, where 
the flow of love is leſs lively, and vi- 
gorous, than it ought to be ; and /in- 
cere here may be contradiſtinguiſhed 
from ardent. 
The love of the beſt chriſtians, and of 
the ſame perſons at different times, 1s very 
different, But the love of true chriſtians is 
always unfcigned, Him that is weak in the 
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The Apoffolical Benedi3ion. 


faith we are commanded to receive, and nt 


Zo doubtful diſputations. And ſuch are the 
objets of this apoſtolical prayer, and bene. 
diction, as well as thoſe who, being frog 


#n faith, give glory to God. 


II. I proceed to conſider the benediQtion 
| here pronounced on ſuch as love our 
Lord Yeſus Chriſt in ſinceri ty Grace 
be with all Juch E.: 

And 
1. 1 think it carries in it a wiſh and prayer 
for, and an afſurance to, them of the 

favour of God, | 
He heartily wiſhed it, and he apoſtoli- 
cally pronounced it. It was the matter of 


| his prayer, and the full perſuaſion of his 
mind. All who love Chrift in ſincerity are 


objects of the love of God. So Chriſt fre- 

quently aſſures his diſciples : He that loveth 

me, ſhall be loved of my Father. The Father 
himſelf loveth you ; becauſe ye have loved me, 
and have believed that T came out from God. 

Again ; If any man ſerve we; him will my Fa- 

ther honour. 

2, It carries in it a prayer for, and* pro- 
miſe of, farther divine illumination, 
and affiſtance, = 

nn And 


The Apoftolical Benediion. 
And what an ineſtimable bleſling is this? 


How much do we all need, and with what | XL, 


importunity, and ardor, ſhould we aſk it of 
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| God, for ourſelves, and others? IT make V-Eph.i. 


' mention of you in my prayers, to this-purpoſe, 

faid St. Paul to the Epheſians, And how 
 affetionate, exemplary, and cordial is that 
addreſs ?—Give me leave to add that mov- 


ing inimitable prayer of this Apoſtle for the 


Philippians : God is my record, how greatly I 
| bong after you all in the bowels of Yeſus Chriſt. 

| And this 1 pray, that your Iove may abound 
more and more in knowledge, and in all judg- 


ment z that ye may approve things that are ex= 


| cellent : that ye may be fincere, and without 
| offence, till the day of Chriſt ; being filled with 
| the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Feſus 
| Chriſt unto the praiſe, and glory of God. 
There is a warmth and dignity in this prayer 


becoming an apoſtle of Chriſt; a compaſ- 


fion, and condeſcenfion, like that of his 
Maſter, It is a prayer full of rational, and 
divine affe&tion, founded on thoſe noble 
principles, which tend to endear all true 
chriſtians to God, and to one another. 
What can ſoften, and ſweeten the temper 

FN of 


17,18, 19» 


Phil. i. 3. 
* . Its 


- —_— 
X - fn 


— 
= 


y ko : _ _ - - 
i . fe ng ene Soft 
: - 42 SY neon, "ts & 
_ = . 
”_ —_ * mn . wy 
RD. SS I _ > mo — 


LY . hy V " * "_—_ * 
Ot, 6 -—» ESE, 3 Yee, om I» 2 en Ro A IT INE 
_ : —_ x —_— w he » T - — 4 
TY” is m_ fy 4 > R re « wa SI . <A 5 
- _ [> Us <4 . _, 
_ - by > = x. a___ x 3 —_ _ —_ > __ on EY oo 
IRE EDIRC RIEC RI Ott own age 
. * x Wer = iS. 
nd, — Ut - n * -S- 
a a> 


> 
_- 
- —— Ho 
——— cs — =_ 


284 


SER MON 


The Apoftolical Benedi#ion. 
of chriſtians, if not prayers to God, ani- 


 —— mated with ſuch a ſpirit as this : ? 


Fph.u, 1, 


But I would add : 


3. It is a ſtrong declaration, that the 
grace of God was the common privi- 
lege of all ſuch chriſtians ; notwith- 
| ſtanding their lefler differences, and 
diltintions. Grace be with ALL them, 
who love our Lord Tefus Corift i in fin- 


cerity, 


"There are chriſtians of different capacities 
and underſtanding, of different age, and ex- 
perience, and proficiency, in the ſchool of 


Chriſt : But the grace of God is promiſed, 


and ſhall be imparted, to all true chriſtians, 


It is a noble exhortation we have in the {c- 


cond chapter of this epiſtle, and ſhould be 
read till it produces the proper effe& ; 1. e. 
till it ſubdues a proud bigotted aſſuming ſpi- 
rit, and begets a humble, meek, moderate, 
charitable one. ,And you hath he quickened 
who were dead in treſpaſſes, and jins ; where- 
in in time paſt ye walked according to the courſe 
of this world, according to the prince of the 


power of the air, the ſpirit that now worketh 
in the children of diſobedience. — But God, 


ho 


The Apoſtolical Benedi#tion. 28; 
who is richin mercy, for bis great Iove where- S2 -+ 2g 


with he loved us, even when we were dead iN Cy 
fins, bath quickened us together in Chriſt; and 7 #A mY 
hath raiſed us up together, and made us /it 
together in beavenly places in Chrift Teſus : 
| that in the ages to come, he might ſhew the 
| exceeding riches of his grace, in bis kindneſs 
towards us through Chriſt te eſus. Wherefore Tb. ver. 
remember, that ye being in times paſt gentiles ®* + +8: 
| in the fleſh, who are called uncircumciſion by 
| that which 7s called the circumcifion in the 
| fleſh, made by bands : that at that time ye 
| were without Chriſt, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Iſrael, and ſfirangers from 
the covenants of promiſe, having no hope, and 
without God in the world, But now in Chriſt 
Feſus, ye who ſometime were afar off, are 
made nigh by the blood of Chriſt. For he is 
our peace, who hath made both one ; that he 
might reconcile both unto God in one body by 
the croſs, having ſlain the enmity thereby, 
| What an obligation are we all under to 
divine grace? What wiſdom, and mercy 
contrived and accompliſhed our recovery 
rom that moſt deplorable ſtate of guilt, 
and miſery, in which we were involved ? 
What joy, and praiſe, does this change de- 
mand? 
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wy to God, we are happily brought near to 


Adtiv.32. 


_ proach, that for the honour of our divine 


_ pofition, What! love Chriſt, and be loved 
of him ; and not love one another !—There 
was a time when chriſtians were not more 


their love one to another ; when 7zhey were 


final conſummation of all things ?—The rea- 


The Apoftolical Benediion. 
mand ?—Eſpecially, as by being brought nexr 


one another; and united in privileges, pro- 
miſes, and proſpects, infinitely excellent, and 
eternally durable ! 


Inferences from this ſubject are as follow, 
1. How ſad is it that thoſe who Tore 
Chriſt, and are beloved by him, 
ſhould not love one another ! 
This is ſo great an abſurdity, and re- 


Maſter, and the credit of our religion, one 
cannot but wiſh it were an impoflible ſup- 


diſtinguiſhed by the articles of their faith, 
and the forms of their worſhip, than by 


of one heart, and of one ſoul. And how rea- 
ſonable, and honourable, was this! what 
pleaſant joyful days were thoſe ! What a pity 
is it that they had any other period, than the 


ſons for this candor, catholiciſm, and cha- 
rity, are the ſame now, they ever were. 
Our 


The Apoſtalical Benedidion, 

* Our Lord, and Maſter, his religion, cauſe, 
| and honour are the ſame; and his command- 
ments, character, and example, and the 
principles, genius, and ſpirit of his goſpel are 
of the ſame force, and tenor as ever. Let us 
therefore, my fellow-chriſtians, live, and loye 
\ az brethren. But 


2. Chriſtians ſhould carefully avoid what- 


ever may tend to alienate their affec- 
tions one from another. 


They ſhould ſtudy the things that make for 


feace, and the things, whereby they may edi- 
| fy one another. They muſt not betray the 
| truth, or offend againſt the light, and con- 
| yidion, of conſcience. But they may, and 


| theyought to, avoid giving needleſs offence; 
| ſaying what is imprudent, or doing what is 


injurious ; or giving way to a raſh, cenſo- 


Rom, xiv. 
rt 


| rious, or violent temper, and ſpirit. And to 


induce us to this, nothing is, or can be of 
equal weight and efficacy, with the meek, 


| and moderate, the ſoft and ſerene diſpoſi- 
tlon, and temper, of our divine Maſter, 


3. Chriſtian unity, and affe&ion, is very 
_ conſiſtent with many lefler differences 


of opinion, 
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Col.iii.14, 


The Apoftolical Benediftion. 


Unity of ſentiment is impoſſible : But 


unity of affetion is the bond of perfefineſi 
What reaſons may be afligned for difference 


of opinion among chriſtians, I will not at 


this time take upon me to inquire. It would 


be eaſy to find out many : but one, I think, 
is very obvious; and that is, to induce them 
to mutual forbearance, and chriſtian Ccha- 

rity. | 


I would exhort terebire, | 


4. That our prayers and good wiſhes be 
as catholic as that of this bleſſed 
Apoſtle. | 


Let them be extended far and wide, con- 


fined to no party, or denomination of- chril- 


tians, to no leaders, or followers ; exclu-_ 


five of others, who are equally entitled to 
this ſacred, and benevolent benedition. 1 


| do not mean here to exhort chriſtians to 


have no choice, or preference as to ſenti- 
ments, or miniſters. Their judgments are 
different ; their capacity, education, or pro- 


 ficiency may occaſion this : and God makes 


particular inſtruments more uſeful, inſtruc- 
tive, and comfortable to ſome of his ſervants, 


than others are, or can be. And there ; 
an 
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The Apoſtolical Benedifi ons 


the grace of God 1s imparted) for whom the 
Gayiour died, who bear his ſacred image, and 
Ive bim in fincerity, and labour to promote 
| his kingdom and glory in the world, ought, 
{ind ſhould have, our hearty good will, and 
toood wiſhes, without exception, or par- 
| EY: - 
| 5. Finally ; let us long for heaven, 


| epion of light, and love, that ſeat of reft, 


ſpirits, diſturb our tranquillity, or diminiſh 
the happineſs of our exalted natures : where 
pur affections will be placed on their proper 
bjects ; our judgments be ripe, and mature, 
pur wiſhes ſubje& to no irregular biaſs, and 
dur love will be ardent, as well as unfeign- 


bowing like a living ſpring, in ten thouſand 


amp, which aathiar can camp. nothing 


all ever extinguiſh. 
U SERMON 


| That ſtate of purity, and perfection ; that 


and peace; where nothing will deprave our. 


td; our love to Chriſt, and to one another 


lefſer fireams ; and flaming like a facred 
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and there will be a difference (if I may be SaxMOn 
allowed the expreſſion) of taſte and appetite ns 
1 the reliſh we have of ſpiritual, as well ag 
bodily entertainment. But fill, all to whom 
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SERMON XI. 


On Self- Examination, 


MORENO OK PCC OILXOKHN 
2. CORINTH. XIIL 5. 


Examine your ſelves Y whether you be intit 


Faith — 


Ronnon RO 


XII. I 


APPREHEND, that the exz- 
mination, to which the Apoſtle 
here invites the Corinthians, 18 
not exaRtly the ſame with that, to which 
he dire&s this church in another paſſage ol 
Go this ſame epiſtle. That relates to an ex- 
28,  amination, in order to prevent an Irre- 
gular attendance on a particular ordinance 
of the chriſtian religion; this to theit 
knowledge, practice, and improvemen,, 
in the chriſtian religion in general. That 


diſorder, into which they were then fallen, 
dil- 


a 


On Self evamination; *09t 
Jiſhonourable; and ſhameful as it was, might Szznon 
he quickly reftified ; and does not appear to = 
have been utterly inconſiſtent with their 
chriſtian character, or to imply a total de- 

[truction of their faith, and hope, as chriſ- 
tians : this exhortation recommends an in- 
| quiring into the ſtate of their ſouls under the 
booſpel, and the effect of that divine religion 
Eupon their temper, and lives; and would- 
have been their duty, if there had never 
d been any ſuch inſtitution in the chriſtian 
Echurch, as that of the Lord's-ſupper ; and is _ 
ban unqueſtionable duty, where that ordi- 
France is not received, or adminiſtered. The 
rule of that ſelf-examination is the inſtitu- 
tion to which it immediately relates: the 
rule of this is the whole revealed will of 
God, The queſtion there is; Am I a regu- 
Jar chriſtian ? The "___ here 1: is: Am I 

a real one ? 

It is poſſible, a perſon may not be a com- 
unicant, and yet be a real chriſtian ; or 
be a communicant, and only a nominal 
ariftian, The Lord's-ſupper, ſacred, and 
enerable as It is, may be unwarrantably 
Rglefted, or irreverently attended on by 
50d chriſtians ; but adminiftring, or re- 
U 2 ceiving 
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292. 
Sexmon ceiying this ordinance with ever ſo much 
R ants viſible devotion, doth not conſtitute us re 


' verſal obedience to the will of God, which 
. makes us chriſtians, —The great, and mol 


ſpirit of the goſpel ? Is my faith of a divine 


me to overcome ſenſible, and realize ſpiri- 
tual, objects ? Is it the real, and powerful, 


 On-Self-examination.” 


chriſtians ; nor is it of itſelf a ſufficient ei. 
dence that we are ſuch, It is a ground of 
belief that we are ſuch, in the judgment of 
charity ; and profeſſors of religion are ad. 
mitted to this ordinance upon that preſump. 
tion. But it 1s faith, repentance, and uni- 


intereſting inquiry therefore is : Am Tin 
the faith? i.e. © Do I believe the truth, 
comply with the deſign, and diſcover the 


operation, and an heavenly tendency? Does 
it give a right diretion to my underſtand- 
ing, will, and affeftions? Does it enable | 


though ſecret, and inward, ſpring, and prin- 
ciple of all my a&tions? Does it cauſe me t0 
place myſelf as at the bar of conſcience, 
and before the tribunal of God, to examine, 
and regulate my diſpoſition, and temper, to 
conſider the nature, end, and motives of my 
actions ? Does it make me truly ſolicitous, 
that, in the judgment of conſcience, accord- 

+ 


On Self-examination. 
ing to the ſcripture rule, I may be a ſincere, 


and not merely a nominal, and profeſſed _ 


chriſtian ?” And what is of ſo much im- 
portance to our ſafety, or ſatisfa&tion, or 
better deſerves our moſt ſerious, and atten- 
| tive inquiry ? In what may I hope to attraR, 
| and retain your attention more probably, 
| than in diſcourſing on ſuch a ſubject, as 
# this: Examine yourſelves, whether you be in 
| the faith; © 1, e. whether you are real chriſ- 
tians ? whether you are in a ſtate of favour, 
| and acceptance with God ; and whether the 
| word of truth, and goſpel of ſalvation hath 
| cometo you rnwordonly,and notalſo injower?” 


[.-in ſpeaking to which exhortation, I ſhall 
| mae, 


I. Into the nature of the duty here re- 
commended. And, 


' I. Into the manner in which it ſhould 


1 Theſl. i. 


5o 


'be performed, in order efte&ually to 


anſwer its end. 


Asto the. 


I. Head of diſcourſe ; or the nature : of 


the duty of ſelf-examination, _ 
U 3 Every 
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On Self-exaniination. 

| Every man of competent undeffianding 
knows what it is; does it frequently in 
many inſtances, and on many occaſion, 
But the Apoſtle confines it here to a ſingle 
point : Examine yourſelves whether you be in 
the faith 1, e. ©* compare yourſelves with 
your rule ; try your ſpiritual ſtate, and con. 
dition, by the word of God; look into this 
glaſs; meaſure yourſelves by this ſtandard; 
and prefume to draw your concluſion only 
from the premiſes warranted by this infal. 
lible oracle.” 


Am TI in the faith? a ſhort, but a very 


ſerious, and intereſting queſtion. The holy 


ſcriptures are the rfile, and ſubject matter of 
our faith.; and, where-ever they are fairly 


propoſed, and the means of underſtanding 


them 1s afforded, -it is expected that they 
be examined, and believed. God lays them 


| open before us; and requires us to examine 


their diſcoyeries, and to receive them upon 
what he knows to be ſufficient evidence. 
And no excuſe in a chriſtian land will be 


ſufficient for rejecting them. To be in the 


fauh therefore is, to receive the ſcriptures 
as a divine revelation : and to be convinced, 
and perſuaded of the certainty, and import- 
ance, 


* 


p On Sel/-examination. 

| vac of what they contain, and of the in- 
Y feet and concern we have in embracing, 
Þ and obeying them ; and to embrace, and 
| obey them accordingly. Theſe things are 


| fre things were written afore-time, were 
| written for our learning ; that we through 
q patience, and comfort of the ſcriptures might 
| have hope. The account we have in the 
| ſcriptures of our creation, of our apoſtacy, 
| and of our redemption by the Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt, are matters of pure revelation ; and 
| areof the firſt and higheſt neceſiity to be at- 
| tended to, and believed by us. The new 
| teſtament in particular, as it ſhews us the ac- 
| compliſhment of the types, and prophecies 
| ofthe old one; and as it contains the means, 


and terms of ſalvation, demands our moſt 


attentive conſideration : and eſpecially, that 
main and leading article of our faith, the 
mediation of Chriſt ; through whom an in- 
tercourſe 1s opened, and friendſhip reſtored, 
and eſtabliſhed between God, and ſinners, 
Here we have the grounds and principles 


of divine truth, Theſe writings were giver 
U 4. by 


| written, that we might believe that Feſus is the 
| Crip, the Son of God; and that believing 
' we might have life through his name, What- 
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Fj On Self- examination. 
by the inſpiration of God. This is the 1: 
inſtitution of religion, we are ever to expet, 
He, who brings us any other doctrine, is 
deceiver, If man, or angel, preach anothjr 


Chriſt, or another goſpel, he is accurſed. The 
Apoſtle declares this with ſolemnity ; and 


repeats it by the direQion, and under the 
inſpiration of the holy Spirit. 

The queſtion in this view of things is; 
© Do I believe the goſpel of our Lord ]e- 
ſus Chriſt? Am I firmly perſuaded of the 
truth and importance of the chriſtian reye- 


Hation? And have I complied with the de- 


 fignof it? Have I, and do I bring forth the 


1Tim.i.19, 


fruits of it, in a holy, humble, heavenly life 


and converſation? And am I determined to 


continue in this faith, and courſe of ation; 


and rot to make ſhipwreck of faith, or if 
a good conſcience on any terms, or on any 
conſideration whatſoever ?. Is this my firm 


unſhaken reſolution? And is it made on full 


conviction of the importance of adhering to 
it? and have I hitherto ated agreeably to 


this reſolution ?” 


And if we would have our inquiry 0n 
this head anſwer any valuable end ; we muſt 


carefully guard againſt every other thing 
which 


On Self-examination. 


which would incumber, or change the ſub- 


je, or the rule of inquiry, I mention this 
the rather, becauſe it often happens, that 
this point, clear as it is, is miſtaken ; and 
ſomething elſe ſubſtituted in its Read, in- 
quired after, and examined into, in the 
| place of this cardinal queſtion: ** AmTIa 
> chriſtian on a truly ſcriptural foundation ?” 
| Particularly ; men frequently inquire ſole- 
| ly, or principally, whether they entertain 
| anorthodox belief ; which, however defir- 
| able, or honourable, is not the thing par- 
| ticularly pointed out here as theſubje&t of in- 
© quiry. For, beſides that all profeſſors of 
| chriſtianity are in their own judgments or- 
| thodox, though they are certainly of very 
| different opinions; we are expreſsly afſur- 
ed, that faith being alone 1s dead, Mere be- 
| lieving is not the teſt of our chriſtianity, 


| whatever we believe, but believing with the 


| beart ; believing, and living up to our be- 
lef, and perſevering in a virtuous praQtice 
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| being purified, animated, and eſtabliſhed by 


our faith ; believing with true diſcernment, 


| and behaving with humility, with temper- 


ance, moderation, candor, and charity towards 
al other chriſtians : not being heady, high- 
minded, 


On Self-examination. 
minded, cenſorious, and unpeaceable ; but 
I1mbibing the ſpirit as well as the truth of the 
goſpel, and holding that truth in love. 

Apain ; zeal for any particular form and 
mode of worſhip, is not the ſubje&, or mat. 
tor of this inquiry. Berng in the faith i; 
neither ah ability and readineſs to repeat, or 
ſubſcribe any human creed ; or to ſhew our 
_ zeal for any particular form, or mode of 
worſhip. For though worſhip be an efſen. | 
tial branch of religion, and there can be no 
true piety without it ; and though I have x 
very low opinian of a perpetual round of 
ceremonial ſervices, and forms of prayers 
unanimated with that ſacred flame of devo- 
tion, which is the operation of the Spirit of 
| God, and the genuine breath of a ſanCtified 

| heart: yet I cannot allow the queſtion 

- which 1s deciſive, or pertinent in the pre- 
ſent caſe, to be : ** Where, and with what 
faciety of chriſtians do I worſhip God! 
whether in a national church, or in an al- 
ſembly of nonconformiſts ?” The queſtion, as 
far as it relates to worſhip, is rather thi: 
whether it be performed 7» ſpirit and truth; 
in the name of Jeſus, with a ſincere, and 
humble mind, and as becomes chriſtians. 
; EF Whereas 


On Self- examination. 090 
Whereas if the heart be cold, and unaffec- Sexnocn 


ted, and our eyes and thoughts roving, and ona 
wandering,andour worſhipamerelip-fervice, 


not riſing out of hely hearts, fenfible what - 
| they are about, and with whom they have 
| to do, and what effairs they are tranſacting 
| with the bleſſed God ; it will ſignify little, 
| what words we ufter, or pronounce, what 
| preacher we attend, what leader weffollow, 
| what aſſembly we appear in, or what exter- 
| pal form we prefer, or contend for. Men 
| ok at the outward appearance, but God pe- 
| netrates and ſearches the heart, 7e 
| Again; ſome perſens-compare their. own 
| gifts and attainments with thoſe of other 
| chriſtians, Theſe are various; they are 
þ difpenſed at the pleaſure and will of God; 
| and they are various, according to the ta. 
| lents and advantages they ſeverally enjoy ; 
which may not be the ſame unto all perſons. 
| One perſon cannot ordinarily be a rule, or 
| ſrandard for another. But every one is.ac» -. - 
| countable to'God for what improvement he 
| makes of his own time, and -other 'means, 
| and mercies; what uſe of his powers, and 
| capacities ; and how far he is ſlothful, and 
| remiſs, or diligent, and attentive, cſpeci- 
| ally 


On Self-examination. 

ally in the ſpiritual life : and a juſt conſide. 
ration - and eſtimate of this, is of no ſmal 
_ conſequence. One man's diligence and im. 
 provement may be my reproach, or admo. 
nition, But ſtill the rule of judgment asty 
religion, eſpecially as to my fincerity in it, 
Is not the attainments of my neighbour, 
friend, and fellow-chriſtian ; but the word 
of God. I may do leſs than ſome, and yet 
do all I can ; and more than others, and yet 
do leſs than I ought. And therefore this is 
No proper, or appointed rule of judgment, - 

Again; ſome men denominate them- 
ſelves chriſtians, on account of ſome in- 
Rances and branches of moral virtue. That 
an immoral man is, and can be no good 
chriſtian, admits of no diſpute ; chriſtianity 
being the fineſt and nobleſt ſyſtem of mora- 
lity, which was ever publiſhed to the 
world. But men who are not in the faith 
may be ſober, patient, humane, liberal, and 
generous ; may poſſeſs one or more of thoſe 
qualities, which are truly lovely, and orna- 
mental to human nature ; and may do hand- 
ſom and graceful things on particular occa- 
fions, and mot be far from the kingdom of 


God. Nevertheleſs if their goodneſs is 
ta 


*#4 


;V 
On Self-examination.' 3or 
tial, if it proceed not from a right motive, is Sz2on 


governed by no ſteady principle, is mixed ——_ 


8 with vicious diſpoſitions, and flows from an 
© ungracious, impure, and unſaniified heart; 
| this will not denominate them real chriſ= 
tians. : 

| As neither will ſetting out well, and mak- 

ing ſome progreſs in religion, demonſtrate we 

E are true chriſtians. Setting out in religion 

| hopefully, and exemplarily, is a moſt happy, 

E and honourable earneſt, and preſage of our 
I future good conduct : But then, drawing 
| back, not proceeding, and advancing in the 
| pleaſing path, is a loſs of all the honour at 

| firſt acquired ; and an aggravation of the 

| guilt, and folly, of ſuch an inglorious de- 

| fertion. As he can never finiſh his courſe 
| with joy, or finiſh it at all, who does not ſet. 
| out; ſo neither can he who does not perſe- 

| vere, Conſtancy, and progreſs therefore, 

| are the principles we ſhould eſtabliſh in our 
minds, as effential to the character of true 

chriſtians ; and never endure the thought of 
| loſing the prize, or miſſing the crown an- 

| nexed as the reward of faithfulneſs, and per- 

ſeverance, "7 the promiſe of a faithful, and 


merciful 
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 dinary virtues, or attainments : but nobody 
- is perfet; and as Gad is infinitely gracious, 

'T hope, he will have mercy upon me.” 
Yes; if thou art ſincere in religion, he will 


On Self.exomination. 
merciful Redecmer : Be thou faithful unto 
death, and 1 will give thee a crown of life, 
Finally ; Good purpoſes, and good mean. 
ings will not entitle us ta the honour, or re- 
ward of faithful chriſtians, Some people 
compliment themſelves mightily, and find 


encouragement for entertaining the hope of 
ſalvation on grounds, which they would ſuf- 
pet, and diftruſt m cafes infinitely leſs fig- 


nificant, and intereſting. For want of 2 
better, and more ſatxfattory anfwer to the 
queſtion now before us, many will ſay: +*1 
mean no harm to any one ; I goto church 
on ſundays; I had pious parents ; I was 


baptized, and initiated info the chriſtian 


faithz I learned my catechiſm when I was 


| young, and received the beft inſtruction, 


For myſelf, 'I cannot boaſt of any extraor- 


ſhew mercy, and favour to thee, upon the 


terms which ars ſettled by his infinite wiſ- 


dom, and declared in his holy word. He 
| has already had great mercy on thee, in 


bringing thee under a diſpenſation of rich, / 
and 
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and abundant mercy ; he has told thee what = 
is good, and what thou maſt do to be ſaved? AS 
{ He has caufed the light of his glory as it -— 
| ſhines in the face of his Son to viſit thee ; wy 
| and has ſet before thee the offers, and pro- 
| miſes, of eternal life, and falvation.—And 
| now it is left to thy own option, what uſe, 
| and Improvement thou wilt make of his 
: | abundant mercy. Wherefore work out zby Phil.5.12, 
| katie with fear and trembling ; and give 
| all diligence to make thy calling, and elefion 2Pet.ito, 
| ſure: : or this mercy will only aggravate thy 
IEG, and enhance thy miſery. 


| But perhaps our chief difficulty lies in 
the manner of making this inquiry ; i. e. of 

| entering upon it, and proceeding in it in 
| ſuch a manner; as to render it effectual, and 

| profitable, And this therefore leads me, 


IT, To point out to you the method of 
proceeding in this inquiry, ſo that it 
may effeQtually anſwer its end. 


| | That ſach an inquiry ſhould be made 
ſometime, or other, is ſurely highly reaſon- 
W lc: and it is equally fo that it ſhould be 


| Ge to purpoſe, and not remain unfiniſhed, 
and 


- 
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Hanes and imperfe&t ; which will occaſion it tg 
| 
| 


Ly leave us where it found us, in a condition 
unſafe, and unfatisfying. To bring this 
matter therefore to ſome certainty, let us at. 
tempt, and execute it in the following 
manner. 
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S © Let us enter upon it with calmneſs, and 
cloſe attention of mind. 
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Let us account it an inquiry of moment, 

_ and compoſe ourſelves, and colle&, and 
unite our thoughts ; and, as far as we are 
able, diſmiſs ſecular cares, and buſineſs, in 
order to a free and effectual proof of our- 
ſelves, and a deep and thorough inſight into 
the ſlate of our own ſouls. 1f you doubt 
of the neceſſity, or fitneſs of this ; conſider 

| the nature of the ſervice, and the manner 
in which you conduct yourſelves in affairs 
of far leſs moment, and 1 Importance. If the 
Nate of your health be precarious, or the 
title to your eſtate is queſtioned ; you are 
awakened, and alarmed, and do not reſt in 
a ſlight, and ſuperficial inquiry. Into the 
character and circumſtances of thoſe you 1n- 
truſt with your fortunes, or your children, 


| you not only think yourſelves warranted, 
but 
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but obliged by all the maxims of prudence, 
| and conſcience, to inquire with deliberation, 


| and circumſpeRtion. Nay; you do not 
; lightly -diſpatch any matter of real buſineſs, 


| relating to your ſecular concerns; you do 


E not make your wills, and diſpoſe of your 
| ſubſtance, or draw out a common account 
between man and man; or examine the 
| particular of an eſtate which is offered you 
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| to purchaſe, without ſome conſiderable at- 


| tention of mind. How much more reaſon- 
| able, and fit is it then to fit down to a mat- 
| ter of ſo much greater moment than any of 
| thoſe I have mentioned, with calmneſs, de- 
| liberation, and due attention of mind ? Our 
| health, our fortunes, and our children are 


| dear to us; but not equally dear as our - 


| fouls. 1f matters therefore confefſedly of 
| an inferior nature, and of leſs confiderable 


moment, deſerve, and demand our atten- 


tion; how ſhall we excuſe ourſelves for our 


nepleQ in a matter of much greater concern? 


2, Let us examine ourſelves on thoſe. 


points, which have a direct tendency 
to give us the ſatisfaftion we ſeek. 


a Waving 
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On Self-exattination. 
Waving all doubtful queſtions, which 
tend to ſtrife rather than to godly edifying, 


| let us inquire: What apprehenſions we hays 


Ads in. 
15. 
1Cor.1. 8, 


 Ephii. 7, 


of God, and how we behave towards him? 
What ideas have we of the reCtitude of hi 
nature, the wiſdom of his government, the 
equity of his laws, and the importance of 
an intereſt in his favour? What zeal hays 
we for his honour ? what delight in his q. 
dinances ? what pleaſure in communia 
with him ? what deſire of reſembling him? 
and what ſatisfaCtion, and joy in the hope of 
enjoying him for ever ? What regard 
we pay to the Mediator, that Prince of lie, 
and Lord of glory, that bleſſed and adorable 
Saviour of the fallen world ; #72 whom we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgive: 
neſs of fins? What opinion have we of the 
dignity of his perſon, the truth of his mil- 
ſion, the merit of his obedience, the wiſdom 
of his precepts, the perfe&ion of his ex- 
ample, the prevalence of his interceſſion, 
and the propriety of his being appointed to 
be the judge of the quick, and dead? What 


acquaintance have we with God's word! 


and what delight in it, as a magazine of 


knowledge, as a charter of privileges, 
..:-,. 8 
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yule of life, and the only infallible wattant 
and medium of our eternal hopes, and pro- 

| ſpets? With what conſtancy, regularity, 
| and edification, do we attend divine inſti- 
| tutions ? What regatd do we pay to the dic- 

| tates, admonitions, and reſtraints of con-. 
| ſcience? How do the preſent and future 
| world appear to us, when they ſtand in 

| competition with each other ? And what no- 
tion have we of. the neceſſity of purity of Matt 6.9. 
| trart, delighting ourſelves in God, dying to - XXXVII. 
fin living to righteouſneſs, and being fervent *'per.;,, 
| in ſpirit, while we are ſerving the Lord? —A Rm 
| e'F 
| due attention to ſuch points as theſe will tr. 

| go a great way towards rendering this in= . 

| quiry fatisfactory, and comfortable in the | 

« iſſue, 

Imuſt add to what has been already ſaid, 


5 Let this ſervice be attended with "58g = 
vent, and importunate prayer. 


| We are fallible, and imperfe& creatures, 

| lable to Ignorance, and deception, and 

| prone to give the turn of the ſcale in our 

| own favour. The ſubtle enemy of man- 

| kind likewiſe labours to divert us from this 

mquiry, or to defeat us in it. And how 
X 2 enſnar- 


On Self-examination. 
enſnaring, and defiling are the objeQs of 
ſenſe? How deceitful and treacherous are 
our appetites, affeCtions, and paſſions? How 
liable are we to miſtake ; and how danger. 
ous may a miſtake prove in a point ſo im- 
portant as this? With what ſincerity, and 
fervency therefore ſhould we addreſs our. 
| ſelves to God : © Lord, I am upon an im- 

« portant inquiry, I am calling myſelf to 
*« the bar of conſcience; I am trying the 
«*« truth of my faith, and goodneſs of my 
« ſtate, I would not trifle in a matter of 
* ſo ſerious a nature, nor err in one fo im- 
_ «© portant, I dread the thought of a vain 
«« profeſſion. Suffer me not, O my God, 
« to be a ſelf-deceiver ! Preſerve me equal- 
« ]y from preſumption, and vain confi- 
_« dence, and from unjuſt terror, and diff 
« dence, Eſtabliſh my hope, and peace, 
«« upon a right, and durable foundation; 
« ſuffer me neither to flatter myſelf with 
« falſe hopes, or terrify myſelf with-ground- 
«« leſs fears. Suffer me not to draw an ut- 
*« warrantable concluſion in a matter of ſuch 
« conſequence to my preſent peace, and 
« eternal happineſs. Enlighten my under- 
« ſtanding, O thou bleſſed God, by s 

wor 
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& word and Spirit ; make me humble, and ws 20 
« modeſt, and circumſpe&, and impartial Lay 


« in my inquiry, May I try myſelf by a 

« juſt ſtandard, and draw a fair, and war- 

| © rantable concluſion ; and neither forfeit 

| « my integrity, nor deſtroy my comfort.” 

4. Finally : Having examined imparti- 
ally, let us a& as the reſult ua our 
inquiries directs us, 


| If after a ſerious, humble, impartial ſelf- 
; examination it appears that wwe are 77 the 
| faith : if holding an even balance with a 
E ſteady, cautious hand, the ſcale at length 
| turns in our favour; and we are warranted 
to conclude, that we who were ſometimes 
| darkneſs, are now light in the Lord; and 
| that be hath divinely guickened us who ere 
| once dead in treſpaſſes and fins ; and that we 
| ore built upon the foundation of the Apoſiles, 
| ond Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt bimſelf being the 
| chief corner-ſlone; in a word, that we are 
| more than nominal chriſtians ; that we are 
| tranſlated out of a ſtate of bondage, into 
| the glorious liberty of the ſons of God : let 
| Us receive the comfort of it, and give God 
| the glory, Let this teſtimony of conſcience 
X 3 afford 


Eph, VS, 


Ib. Ch, it. 


I, 29, 
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afford us peace, and Joy, in believing ; le 
our fears be diſmiſſed, our ſorrow be turned 
Heb. xii, into gladneſs; and let the hands that bung 
i down be lifted up, and the feeble knees 
firengthened. 

On the other hand, hould it appear 
doubtful, whether we are in the faith, or 
not ; or the greater weight of evidence, a 
to the goodneſs of our ſtate ſeems to be 
againſt us: then it highly behoves us to 
2Pet. ji, give all diligence to make our calling and elec- 
tion ſure. Even then we ſhould not de- 
ſpar ; 3 but rouze all the powers of our ſouls, 
| call in the afliſtance of the Spirit of God, 
' Matt, and uſe that holy violence with ourſelyes, 
$+12* which the kingdom of heaven ſuffers, when 
it 1s 7aken by force, and when the ineftim- 
able treaſures, and bleſſings of it are ſeized 
by a vigorous faith, and holy reſolution of 
turning to the Lord our God. 


I fhall now cloſe the ſubjet with the 
following particular direCtions. 
1, Beware of ſecurity, and taking thoſe 
things on truſt, which ought to be 

moſt carefully examined, 


To 
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| Tobe always doubting and examining, 
E without coming to a point, and finding reſt 
b for our ſouls, betrays groſs weakneſs, and 
4 irceſolution : but to ſearch the grounds of 
3 our faith, and hope thoroughly, till we are 
J aſſured the root of the matter is in us, and 
| we know we are real chriſtians, is both our 
1 apparent duty, and wiſdom, 


2. Be duly apprized of the value and ad- 


vantage of frequently reading, and 
ſtudying the word of God. 


This will as certainly miniſter to the im- 

| provement, and eſtabliſhment of our ſouls ; 

| as food and reſt preſerve the life, and health 

3 of the body ; or as temperance, and exer- 
| ciſe promote its agility, and vigour, 


_ 3. Meditate often on the great felicity $8 


a ſteady, and uniform condud I In re- 
ligion. 


This is honourable, and exemplary. 


| This prevents tormenting fear, and perplexi- 


| ty of ſpirit. This irradiates the counte- 
| nance, and dilates the heart of a true chriſ- 


tian : makes him appear to advantage in all 


| relations, and conditions of life ; eſtabliſhes 


X 4 his 
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Servon his peace, encreaſes his joy, and contri. 
_——» butes to his abundant entrance into the ev. 


2Pet.i.i1. laſting kingdom of bis Lord, and Saviour. 


Finally : It would ſurely be of great con. 
ſequence to have our minds habity. 
ally impreſſed with a lively convidtin 
of the great difference between fu. 
mality, and ſincerity, in religion, 


And this certainly lies not in externd 
things ; but in the integrity and purity d 
our hearts, in the life and vigour of ou 
faith, and the uniformity, univerfality, 
and conſtancy of our obedience. Exter. 
nal things determine, or avail nothing, 
What creed will an hypocrite ſcruple to re: 
peat ? What external ſervice will he re- 
fuſe to perform ? What party-name and 
diſtinftion will he not be ready to af- 
ſume ? The difference of character then 
muſt confiſt in the principles and motives 
from which we a&, the temper and dil- 
poſition of our minds towards God, and 
the courſe, and tenor of our a&tions, The 
ground of our hope and dependance muſt 
_ not be what we ſeem and appear to others; 
but what 0 our ur diſpoſitions and actions deno- 
minats 
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* minate- and declare us to be. It will be ws" 


) happy for us then, Sirs, if this be our re- 
E: " jocing, the teſtimony of our conſciences, and * Cori. 
©; that of our God, 7hat in ſimplicity, and god- aw 

* h fucerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by 

|; the grace of God, we have our converſati on 

A ; | jn the world. 
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SERMON XII. 


The Duty of praying for, and 
con{ulting the proſperity of 
our Country. | 


ejochoctocfortoctoojoctococoyciocfodioofpotochooiocÞooiotocloje 
PSALM CXXII 6. 


Pray for the peace of Yeruſalem : they 
| ſhall proſper that love thee. 


' $:nmon F KKK Y Yeruſalem here 1s not meant 
-XUL. 4 on” bs 
OBE: B Y merely the city known by tha 

_ pe name, once ſo renowned, and 

KIRK reſpeQtable, as it was ſacred to 

God, and the place of his ſolempities : but 

| by an elegant figure, the whole Jewiſh ſtate - 

and polity, eccleſiaſtical, and civil; as well 

the metropolis of their empire, and the ſeat 
of their religion. ms 

TY Not 
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Nor are we to underſtand by praying for Sermon 


LI. 
her peace, that act, or duty only, excluſive Were 


of every other way of expreſſing our con- 
| cern for her welfare. But as prayer is a 
principal duty of religion, and peace a term 
comprehenſive of perfet, and univerſal 
proſperity ; this direQion to pray for the 
peace of Jeruſalem, is as much as to ſay: 
& Cultivate the love of your country ; 'che- 
& riſh, and promote a fincere, difintereſted, 
« oencrous regard to it. Study its true inter- 
« eft ; conſult its peace ; promote its glo- l 
«ry; be well affe&ted towards all its mem- | # 
* bers: ſympathize with it in all its diſ- a 
* treſſes; and rejoice in every mark, and lt 
* token of its happineſs.” 


| Pray for the peace of eruſalem, b: *-bor | q 
| all its inhabitants, and all its intereſts ; for ts 
your country, citizens, and friends : for your } F 


native land, the inheritance of your fa- 2 
 thers, where their aſhes are depoſited, and 1s 
their ſepulchral monuments erected ; where _ 
you received your birth, and your earlieſt ſup- Fi 
port, and proteCtion ; where you have had | 
your education, made your firſt acquain- 


tance, acquired your knowledge, and en- | : 
red into thoſe conneRions, and relations, | ' 
and ur 


| The Duty of praying for, an 

and enjoy thoſe offices, and privileges, both 
civil, and religious, both providential, and 
gracious, which render it upon the grounds 
of humanity, gratitude, and intereſt, the 
proper object of your affeQtion, and eſte em,” 

' Pray for the peace of Feruſalem : it fol. 
\ lows: They ſhall proſper who Iove thee, i.e. 
« who are hearty friends to the religion, and 
liberty, the laws, and prof; pany , the glory, 
and repoſe of their country.” _ 

The place, and people here referred to, 
exiſt now only in awful ruins. How may- 
nificent, and opulent, they once were, the 
ſacred records inform us : and that now upon 
their defeQtion, and revolt from God, they 
were abandoned by him to the will, and 
| Power of their enemies, and: delivered as 2 
prey to their own laſts, and paſſions, accord- 
ing to the prediQtion of the rejected Mefliah; 
and are now made awful ſpectacles of an en- 
tire, and complicated deſtruQon, is known, 
and read of all men, | 

Who has not heard of the tragical, and 
tremendous fate of Jeruſalem ?—of Jeruſa- 
lem, that place of God's reſt ; that theatre 
of his majeſty, and glory, which he erected, 
embelliſhed, and defended for a _— 
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confulting the Proſperity of our Country; 
of ages ? Jeruſalem, once the boaſt, and joy 


of the earth ; of whoſe fame and renown 


| 
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glorious things were ſpoken, and which, with Pf. xlvii. 


a moſt diſtinguiſhed eminence, was tiled 
the city of God: Jeruſalem, the holy city, 
is now fallen, and levelled with the ground, 
is a by-word, and a hiſſing among all na- 
tions.” Zion 1s a wilderneſs, Jeruſalem is 
a defolation, is a heap of ruins. God has 


long ago forſaken it, and given it up to the 
owls, and bats, and reptiles. It is a dreadful 


monument of divine judgments; and from a 
city compact, and compleat, ſurrounded, 
and defended with hills, and walls, with 


j towers, and bulwarks, enriched with its 


own treaſures, and the ſpoils of its enemies, 
populous, and proſperous, celebrated for its 
grandeur, and magnificence, for its learn- 
ing, laws, and liberty, for its kings, and 


princes, for its prophets, and elders, for its 
prieſthood, and oracles, for the number, 
wealth, and valour of its inhabitants: inſtead, 


I ay, of continuing a city, ſo highly digni- 
fied, ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, it is now 
deſpiſed, and deſerted, pulled down, demo- 
liſhed, and raſed to its very foundation. 


But 
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Th. Ch. xi. 


The Duty of praying for, and 
But though God has ſo far caſt away his 
people, his antient people, and poured forth 


the vials of his wrath upon them on account 


of their injuſtice, perfidy, and profligate 
wickedneſs : yet has he a church, and people 
ſill in the world, whom he has called out of 
idolatry, and darkneſs; amongſt whom he has 
recorded his name, and with whom he has 
entered into covenant, as their King, and 
their God. And this is the chriſtian church; 
eſpecially the proteſtant reformed intereſt, of 
which the inhabitants of this country have 
the honour to be a part, Weare now, ina 
ſenſe, the Jeruſalem, the city of God, and 
the place of his ſolemnities. The kingdom 
of God is come unto us. We are, through 


his abundant mercy, in pofleflion of 7he 


word of truth, the goſpel of ſalvation. God, 


who at ſundry times, and in divers manners, 


ſpake in times paſt to the Jewiſh fathers by 


the prophets, bath in theſe laſt days ſpoken to 


us by bis Son. He no longer confines his 
favour within the narrow compaſs of a ſingle 
nation; but has declared that he 7s no re- 
ſpefter of perſons, that he has to the Gentiles 
alſo granted repentance unto life, and that in 
every nation be that feareth him, and worketh 

righteouf- 


conſulting the Proſperity of our Country, 
righteouſneſs; 1s accepted with him. So then, 
this honour being conferred upon us, addi- 
tional to our many natural, and civil advan- 
tages, We mult needs, by a juſt conſtruc- 
tion, be under the higheſt obligations to 
comply with the exhortation given in the 
words of our text : Pray for the peace of Fe- 
ruſalem: and upon a conſcientious, and 
chearful compliance with it, we may hope 
to reap the benefit of the promiſe annexed 


toit: T vey ſhall proſper | who love thee. 


For the further improvement of which 
words, on a day when we are voluntarily 
aſſembled together, to intercede for the wel- 


fare of theſe kingdoms ; I propoſe to con- 
lider, 


I. What may be included in praying for 
_ the peace of Feruſalem, or of our own 
country, and the church of God ? 


WH. The encourngement. here given to 


this duty : They ſhall proſper who love = 
thee. 


And then apply the _ to ourſelves, 


I am to inquire, 
I, What 
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1. What may be included in praying for 


ws the peace of Jeruſalem; or the peace of our 


_ Fecl. v, 
16, 


own country, and the church of God? 

The word, Peace, has ſeveral fenſes in 
ſcripture ; and was uſed with different views 
upon different occaſions, both by the antient 
Jews, and primitive chriſtians. But in the 
preſent conneion, we may underſtand, 


1. That we ſhould pray that our coun- 
try may be preſerved, or delivered 
from the calamities of war. 


Notwithſtanding war may be ſometimes 
unavoidable, yet it is, Solomon's expreſſion in 
another caſe, @ fore evil under the ſun. It isa 
moſt unnatural, and a moſt deſtructive com- 


| bination againſt the peace, and proſperity of 


our enemies. It 1s a full and certain evidence 
of the apoſtaly of. human nature z and fixes 
a brand upon mankind of degeneracy, and 


corruption, That ſavage beaſts, through hun- 
ger and fierceneſs of nature, ſhould ſometimes 


| make mankind their prey, is leſs ſtrange, be- 


cauſe they are void of a principle of reaſon: 
but that rational creatures civilized by ſociety, 
mutual intercourſe, and the liberal arts, and 


ſciences, ſhould deliberately contrive to bring 


milery 


conſulting the Proſperity of our Country: 
miſery and deſtruRion on each other, is re- 
ally aſtoniſhing, and unaccountable. What ! 
| man go to war with man? One reaſonable 
T being attempt the life, and liberty of an- 
| other, and lay him a bloody ſacrifice at his 
| feet; and perhaps the conqueror purchaſe 


Y 3 


| | Bue war 1s not a nd view; private 


| voked, and enraged nations ; an endeavour 
: not only to diſturb, and diſtreſs, but, if poſ- 
| fible, to deſtroy each other ; the effect of 
E which muſt needs be the invaſion of pro- 


Pperty, the diſmantling ſtately cities, laying 


Ewidows, and orphans. And what is the 
uſual cauſe of this ? Why pride, the luſt of 
þzmbition, or revenge ; a violcat thirſt after 
Þ larger extent of power, and territory, or 
Þ real, or ſuppoſed inſult, And what is 
ſic effect ? Why, this lights up a flame 
Drbich ſpreads over half the globe. This 
Gindles rage, and reſentment, which can 
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E | perſons: it is a controverſy between pro- 


Pwaſte fruitful countries, making happy fa- 
Emilics deſolate, and turning thouſands in 
Pone fatal campaign into the fad condition of 
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322 The Duty of praying for, and 
| —_— only be quenched by blood ; and cauſe, 
—— thouſands of thoughtleſs creatures, why 
know little of the nature, and merits of the 
_ quarrel, to be ſent into eternity at once by 
the all-devouring fire, and ſword. 


And mult it not then be our duty to pry, 
that our country may be preſerved bah 
from the occaſions, and calamities of war? 
that a ſpirit of juſtice, equity, and mode- 
ration; and a love of liberty, and a car- 
cern for the rights of mankind, may pre- 
vail amongſt the princes, and potentates of i 
the earth ? that one nation may not be ja Wi 
lous, and envious of the privileges of other Wi 
nations ; but that the intereſts of trade, and Wi, 
commerce, may be managed, and condut- WF 
ed with that fair and equitable diſpoſition, WW 

' which is neceſfary to mutual peace, and har- WW 
mony ? that a good underſtanding may be if 
preſerved between the ſubje&ts of different Wi 
princes ; and that they may not encroach Bill : 
on the privileges, and advantages of each i 
other ? States, as well as private perſons, 
have their juſt rights, confirmed to them 
by the law of nations, by antient uſage, 
by ſolemn treaty, and agreement : and ws 
ſhould MM 


conſulting the Proſperity of our Country. 


ould as' carefully guard aoainſt the viola- 
tion of theſe, as aſſert, and defend our own. 
It behoves' good men therefore, to pray, 
and endeayour, that all juſt grounds of ani- 
moſity between nation and nation, may be 


 obviated, or ſpeedily removed z and that 
| peace may be univerſally reſtored ; and that 
|a ſtop may be put to marching armies 
| through neutral ſtates, and countries, to 
| their abſolute devaſtation, in order to come 


| at others, which they intend for the ſeat of 
| war, and where they deſign to ſtrike the 


| the ambition of tyrants, and oppreflors, 
| may be ſubdued, or reſtrained ; that a ſpi- 
 rit of peace, and benevolence, may be dif- 
tuſed abroad ; and that men may be per- 
[ mitted to enjoy the inheritance of their fa- 


may fit quietly under their own vines and fig- 
trees, eating their pleaſant fruits. 


2, By praying for the peace of Feruſalem, 


* This ſermon was REDS I in N ovember 1769, 


| fatal blow. They ſhould alſo pray, that 


thers, and reap the fruits of their own in- 
duſtry without violence, and rapine z and 


may be meant praying, that our coun- 
try may be delivered from all internal 
and domeſtick feuds, and contentions.* 
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324 - The Duty of praying for, and 
Sexvox Theſe are various; very unnatural, and 
w—— very deſtruftive, Nothing weakens, or ex- 
| poſes us more: is a greater inſtance of de. 
generacy, a ſtronger evidence of pride, and 
luxury ; or a greater encouragement to fo. 
reign, and formidable enemies, than faQion, 
and ſedition. How high jealouſy and diy. 
ſions aroſe among the Jews, and how gret 
an occaſion and means they were of ther 
deſtruction, every one knows, who 1s ac- 
quainted with their hiſtory : and every one 
may eafily know, that they muſt be ſon the 
nature of things. A foreign war is bad 
enough; but civil, inteſtine commotions, 
are far worſe : how deplorable then the 
ſtate of that kingdom, which is not only at 
war with other powerful nations, but di- 
Matt. xii, vided, and diſtratted at home ? No houſe, or 
_ kingdom, ſaid our blefſed Saviour, divides 
againſt itſelf, can fland; i, e. not long, and 

firmly. Inſtead of uniting and bending all 

its force againſt the common enemy, there 

will be perpetual jars and ftrife amonglt 

themſelves, All full of their own ſchemes, 

all murmuring, and complaining of others; 

none willing to give way, each blaming 

thoſe who oppoſe him: all ſeeking their 
own 
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conſulting the Proſperity of our Country, 325 
own views, and intereſts, few their coun- x0 i 
| try's peace. Increaſing and abounding wealth Iv NF 

and luxury, are often the cauſes of this. But 
| whether theſe conteſts ariſe among the no- . 
| bles, or commons of the land, they are 
| dangerous and deteſtable: and all the ſer- 
| vants of God, ſhould do all they can to com- 
| poſe them ; and pray with ardor and ſolici- 0 
Etude for general union, valour, and forti- 
Etude, for a manly and laudable ambition to 
excel in the love and ſervice of our coun- 
[try, and in promoting a patriotic, and not 
x party-ſpirit, We ſhould therefore pray, [4 
that mankind in general, and our fellow- _ 
Pubjedts, and ourſelves in particular, may 
We endowed with a ſpirit of benevolence, = | 
End be united in the purſuit of the common =» þ 
Þood : that the people of our land may be ( 
brilliogly Jubjeft to the higher powers, not only rom, wii, 
fir wrath, but for conſcience ſake + that ma- '» 5: if 
piltrates may be reverenced, and laws obſerv=- 
and obeyed; and that no violent clamours, 
r ſpirit of ſedition, may throw us into con- 
Julfions or confuſions. 1 exbort, ſays St. Paul, , Tim, ; 
bat firſt of all, ſupplications, prayers, inter- 2: 
ons, and giving of thanks, be made for all 
en: for kings, and for all that are in autho- 
-Y 3 rity ; 


Rom, Xxi11. 
7. 


1 Theſl, 
Iv. 1 L, 


The Duty of praying for, and 
rity; that we may live @ quiet and peaceabl: 


life, in all godlineſs and honeſly. 


It is particularly incumbent on profeſſing 
chriſtians; to diſcover a publick ſpirit: a 
readineſs to every duty which can tend to 
preſerve peace and order, and promote the 
welfare of ſociety ; rendering to all their gue, 
tribute to whom tribute, cuſtom ta whom cu. 
tom, fear to whom fear, honour to whm 


honour : fludying to be quiet, and do their 
own buſineſs; and filling up every ſtation 
and relation of life in which they ſtand, x 


well as they are able. When-the member 


of any community are diſorderly and turbu- 


lent, the whole ſociety is thereby weakened; 


and where any conſiderable number give into 


ſych practices, the nation in general falls into 


a Janguiſhing and diftrated ſtate, The 
ſNrength of any country conſiſts not more in 


the number of its inhabitants, than in their 
union amongſt themſelves; and in their readi- 
neſs to reſign and ſacrifice their private inte- 
reſts or conveniences for the general good, It 


therefore we are truly affe&ed to the welfare 
of our country, and have wiſdom and reſolu- 
tion to purſue it, we ſhall ſet an example 
- to others, of all the ſocial virtues ; 3 ſpeci 


ly, 


conſulting the Proſperity of our Country. 
ly, juſtice, benevolence, frugality, induſtry, 


and contentment : and we ſhall take a plea-. 
E ſure in encouraging and promoting a diſpo- 
| fition to peace and mutual good offices, to 


the extent of our capacity and influence in 
the world. 

3. In praying for the Peace of Feruſalem, 

muſt be included, praying for the e- 


ſtabliſhment and enlargement of the 
church of Chriſt ; for the protection 


and flouriſhing ſtate of the intereſts of 


truth and righteouſneſs. | 
God has always had a church. But this 


K daughter of Z10n, as the prophet expreſſes 


it: This daughter of Zion, is left as a cottage 


Ia; i.8. 


in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cu-_ 


cumbers, as a beſieged city, The profeſſors 


of true religion are generally few in number, 
The ſacred incloſure of God's antient people, 
Iſrael, was a very remnant. The chriſtian 


church for the firſt three hundred years was 


in a continual ſtate of reproach and perſecu- 
tion. And fo inconſiſtent is the genuine ſpi- 


rit of the goſpel, with that craft and policy | 


which obtain in the world, that Chriſt's 
lock always has been, and probably always 


; & nl will 


5» ce; a 
- ack - - a, ns EA 
”— 
«- Mei Seas 
,  * 
BEES Ja Fe "= 


- 
oo _—_— a4 


—— 


<- 


COEnY 
= = __ : 


© Den eos ade. 


on 
;$ 
Ws 
X\;£ 
Lb * 
©, Þ 
”1T 
6 
[ 
[7 
: 


"AIR 
EE. 0. Q 


The Duty of praying for, and 
will be, @ [tle flock, In ſhort ; the preſerya. 
tion of chriſtianity, conſidering the oppoſi- 
tion It meets with from the ſpirit of the 
world, and the diſcouragement it labourg 
under, from the lukewarmnels of its.profe.. 
ſors, 1s little leſs than a ſtanding miracle, 
Great part of the chriſtian church, has, for 
many ages, been involved in the thick dark. 
neſs of antichriſtian ſuperſtition ; and the 
few who have been preſerved from corrup- 
tion, have been harraſied, and almoſt de- 
| troyed by perſecution. And what can pri- 
vate perſons do? alas! how little, toward pro- 
curing reſt and peace for the church of 
Chriſt, except it be by prayer ? "This indeed 
we can do; we can call upon God, and plead 
| the honour of his name; and we ought to 
give that petition all the force, which faith 
and fervency can inſpire : 4bbor us not for 
thy name's ſake, ** What will become of 
thy name and honour in the world, if 
error, ignorance, idolatry, ſuperſtition, or 
prieſtly authority be eſtabliſhed ?” 

The great revolt, Sirs, in the chriſtian 
church is viſible. Popery is a moſt notori- 
ous corruption of chriſtianity, Our blefled 
Saviour has been a ſecond time betrayed n 

the 


conſulting tbe Proſperity of our Country, 
the houſe of his pretended friends. And 
unleſs the purity of religion can be preſery- 
ed from being ſwallowed up by Romiſh ſu- 


perſtition ; there is little room to hope, that 


| the chriſtian religion ſhould ſo much as 
E maintain its ground, much leſs maintain its 


honour, or do any conſiderable good in the 


world. 


4 Praying - he the Peace of Feruſalem, 


may juſtly denote and include, pray- 
ing for the revival of the ſpirit, and 
power of religion, in the hearts and 
lives of profeſſing chriſtians, 


The prophets frequently exhort the anti- 


ent people of God, to return to him, and be- 
have towards him, ſo as to be 7o bim-for a 
name, and for a praiſe ; i. e. that he may 
| delight in them ; that they may have com- 
| munion and fellowſhip with him, and be- 
have becoming the dignity of their charac=- 
| ter, and the honourable relation of the chil- 
| dren of God. And how far ſuperior are the 
advantages, and conſequently, the obligati- 
| Ons, of chriſtians to do honour to the prin- 
ciples and precepts of their religion, 7o adorn 
the dotrine of God their SavIOur, and walk 

worthy 


Fer. ive is 
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2 Kings 11, 
I 4» 


The Duty of praying for, and 
worthy of their Maſter, his inſtruQtion, ex- 
ample and ſpirit ? But ſorry as I am to make 
the obſervation, (it cannot be avoided) too 
many chriſtians are become a reproach to 
their profeſſion, More honourable had it 


| been for the cauſe of Chriſt; if together with 


the power of godlineſs, they had alſo thrown 


aſide the form of it, Certain it is, that even 
the proteſtant reformed churches have, in 


general, greatly declined 1n the life and prac- 
tice of religion ; and where any zeal remains, 


'1t is more about matters of ſpeculation and 


doubtful diſputation, than about the work 
of regeneration, converſion, and pradtical 
godlineſs, 

It is of little moment, what ſet or deno- 


mination we belong to; while we have no- 


thing of chriſtianity about us, but the mere 
name and profeſſion. O Sirs, what are we 
come to? Where is the Lord God of Elijab? 


Where is the ſpirit that animated our fore- 


| fathers? We have departed from God, and 


his Spirit ſeems in a great meaſure to have 
departed from us. Our places of worſhip 
are decreaſed in their number; and yet ſome 
of them that remain are almoſt deſolate and 


forſaken, Do we, miniſters, ſtudy and preach 
| _ with 


conſulting the Proſperity of our Country. 
with that zeal, fervour and affe&tion ; with 
that unfeigned love to the ſouls of men, and 
that lively concern for their everlaſting wel- 
fare, which animated the breaſts of our pre- 
deceflors? And are our miniſtrations attend- 


ed upon with that love of truth, that can- 


dor, that deſire of increaſing in the know- 


33! 
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ledge of Chriſt, and that growing confor- 


mity to the divine will, which is neceflary 
' to chriſtian edification? We muſt all be ſen- 


ſible, that we live in an age of great luke- 
warmneſs and degeneracy ; that like the ſur 
on the dial of haz, we are gone many degrees 
| backward ; that we have left our firſt love; 
that ſecret and family-devotion have been 
| made to give way to publick and polite aſ- 
ſemblies, to the love of living abroad, and 
engaging in faſhionable and unreaſonable di- 
verſions, Of theſe things we muſt al} be 
ſenſible: and we mult be ſenſible alſo, that 


although chriſtians are frequently admoniſh- 
ed on this head, they are, notwithſtanding, 


deaf to the admonition. They give us the 
hearing ; but like perſons, who behold their 
natural face in a glaſs, they go away, and 
forget what manner of perſons they are. 


Iſaiah 
' XXXVi11, 8, 


Rev.li. 4. 
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The Duty of praying for, ard 
And does not ſuch a ſtate of things in the 


church of God, tend to confuſion and di. 


ſtraction ? Can Jeruſalem be in a peaceable 
and proſperous ſtate, when religion is thus 


dwindled into a name and form ? Does not 


this call upon us for publick humiliation and 
reformation, in order to publick happineſs? 
Does not this call for inceſſant prayer and 
interceſſion, for the revival of the ſpirit and 
power of religion, for the advancement of 
Chriſt's kingdom, and its enlargement. and 
eſtabliſhment in the world ? for his preſence 
with us, his bleſſing upon our publick coun- 


dels, our arms, our expeditions, our ſenate, 


our courts of judicature, and upon our fo- 


lemn aflemblies ; that the latter, eſpecially, 


may not be broken up, or deſerted, or pro- 
faned, or any way diſhonoured-or diſgraced? 
The preſence of God is our glory, and our 


defence. 'This is like the lamps in the temple, 


which were never to go out : or like the glory 
of the Lord, which appeared to the Jews, to 
do honour to their aſſemblies, to guide their 
motions, to command their reverence, and 
to rebuke their murmurings. 

| And ſure the fad ſtate of our affairs at 


home and abroad; * the dreadful blow 
which 


conſulting, the Proſperity of our Country. 333 
which has been lately given to the proteſtant Szxuon 
Sr ERS - | 
intereſt in Germany; the groans of ſo many Lv 
churches and countries, as are now over=run 
by the ambitious power which aims at uni- 
verſal dominion ; and our own yet impend- 
| ing danger, may well cauſe us to 7remble for 1 Sam. iv. 
b the ark of God ; draw us to the throne of '* 
| orace, to implore mercy for our dear coun- 
try; and make us weep when we remember 
and pray for Zion, 
If God, beyond all tiuman expettadon; 
| andall our deſert, ſhould for his own name's 
| fake, effectually check the pride, and ſtop 
| the progreſs of that perfidious power, which 
has been ſo long the ſcourge of Europe, and 
the enemy and terror of the proteſtant ſtates 
and intereſts ; this will illuſtrate and enforce 
what I have to offer on the other part of our 
ſubje&t, which yet remains to be conſider- 
ed, VIZ. 


II. The encouragement given, to animate 
_ us In a chearful and faithful diſcharge 
of this duty. They ſhall proſper, who 
love thee : or, May they proſper, who 

: love th Y peace ! 


' May 
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The Duty of praying for, wnd 
May they proſper who love thy Peace ! This 


—— View of the text, expreſſes the deſireableneſs 


of eſtabliſhed peace : the fignal honour and 
happineſs of it to the world and church of 
God ; and the true ſafety and glory of thoſe 
who contribute towards it. And to a truly 
conſiderate and benevolent mind, what can 
be more amiable and defireable, and more 
likely to create reverence, and excite: joy, 


| than Peace, in all the ſenſes in which 1 it has 


been now explained? 
In the common acceptation of this word, 


It can never be perfect in this world. And 
' when outward proſperity is ſeparated from 


the proſperity of religion, it is not only in- 
compleat, but dangerous. Civil peace and 


reſt, is apt to be diſturbed ai 1 interrupted 


by various revolutions of Providence, as well 
as the diſcordant intereſts, and angry paſſi- 
ons of men. It is frequently abuſed ; and 
then becomes a curſe, rather than a bleſſing, 
Few are the better for it. None indeed, 
but the truly wiſe and virtuous, who have 
a governing ſenſe of God upon their minds, 
and who maintain a conſtant guard over 


their appetites and paſſions, Even war 1n 


all its hideous forms and direful conſequen- 
ces, 


conſulting the Proſperity of our Country; 335 
ces, is ſometimes to be preferred to the Szxwox 
F XUIL. 
pride and wantonneſs, to the plenty and __ _< 

luxury, to the ſecurity and effeminacy of 
peace. What, through the corruption and 
depravity of mankind, have been the diſ- 

mal effects of a long peace, is but too viſi- 
ble, even. at this day, in this populous and 
opulent country, Have the inhabitants em- 
| ployed their internal reſt and ſecurity, to their 
| own nobleſt improvement, and the publick l 
E good? Or have they not commonly pervert- C 
| cdand abuſed theſe bleflings, and made that } 
| the occaſion of pride and profligacy of man- 
| ners, which ſhould have been an inexhau- 
ſtible ſource of gratitude, and obedience to 
their heavenly Protefor and BenefaQtor? In- 
ſtead of imy roving the opportunity which 
peace affords them, for liberal and laudable 
undertakings ; have they not made uſe of it, 
principally, in laying in fuel for their luſts 
and vices, in multiplying their pleaſures, in 
running into extravagant expences above 
their fortunes and cirumſtances, and bring- 
ing on poverty and other diſtreſs, and 
diſgrace upon themſelves, their families, 
and their country? The farther conſe- 
quences of which are, diſcontent, fraud, 
envy, 
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The Duty of praying for, and 
envy, m monopolies, over-reaching in trade, 
oreedineſs of gain, coveting what belongs to 
their neighbours, or the publick ; and zeir 
becoming enemies to every one, who has a 


greater ſhare of property and PROue than 


themſelves. 

Theſe fad effects of antinet peace and 
proſperity, miſimproved, are but too evident: 
But then they ſerve as a foil to irradiate the 
beauty and luſtre of the Peace of Feruſalem: 
and diſcover it to be a ſpecial bleſſing, a pe- 


 culiar favour, a diſtinguiſhing gift of divine | 


Providence; including a rich variety both of 
temporal and ſpiritual mercies. In this peace, 


- in the moſt comprehenſive ſenſe of it, not 
| only are the weapons of war ſheathed : but 
"8 4. ſwords are beaten into plough-ſhares, and ſpear 


into pruning-hooks; and thoſe alarms are 
huſhed, which fill the hearts of ſinners with 
dreadful diſmay. And what is more im- 


Ib.Ver. 3. portant till : when the /aw goetb forth from 


Zion, and the word of the Lord from TJeru- 


Jer.iii.15. ſalem z when be giveth them paſtors after his 


own heart, to feed them with knowledge ; and 
when, as another branch of their happineſs, 


' he appointeth kings to be their nurſing fathers, 


and. queens their nurſing mothers: and their 
princes 


conſulting the Proſperity of our Country. 
princes ſhall decree juſtice ; when they ſhall 
have judges as at the firſt, and counſellors as 
of the beginning ; kings, who ſhall ſcatter 
all eve! with their eyes, and magiſtrates 
E provided out of all the people, able men, 
L fuch as fear God, love truth, and bate covet- 
E o/neſs: then the beauty of the Lord their 
UE Cod woill be upon them; the tabernacle of 
E their God ſhall be with them, they ſhall be 
EF called Immanuel's land ; that happy people, 
F whoſe God 7s the Lord; i. e. they ſhall have 


this emphatical diſtintion, this (hall be the 


crown and conſummation of their happineſs, 
#*hat the Lord 1s their God, And then as the 


fruit of it, tberr ſors w0il] grow up as plants of 


© 7enown; and their daughtirs as corner flones, 
& poliſled for the Rrength and ornament of a þa- 
I lace; their rarners will be full, afferaing all 
# manner of jlore ; their ſheep britging forth a 
large increaſe, their oxen ſtrong to labour; and 
no breaking in, or going out, nor complaining 
in ther ftreets, O glorious day ! O happy 
an-i honoured country | Who world not wiſh 
and pray, that ſuch bleffedneſs may be ours? 
Andiay in the joyful expeCtation and profpe& 
of it: Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, who 
only doth wondrous things ! And blejjed be bis 
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ry one, in his reſpective ſtation, ſhould dy 


_ general corruption of manners : and moſt of 


nous mariners, who will not unite for 1ts 


The Duty of praying for, and 
glorious name for ever | Let the whole eart) 
be filled with wy glory! Amen, Amen, 


And now to apply the ſubject, 
1. We lee here our duty to our country 
_ and to the church of God, 


We are to pray for its peace, its reſt from 
war, commotions, calamity, and diſtreſs; aad 
we are to do all we can to promote it. Eve. 


every thing in his power, to procure, in- 
creaſe, and eſtabliſh the publick tranquility 
and proſperity. And we are to do this 2: al! 
times; but eſpecially, in thoſe of danger from 
foreign enemies, or inteftine diviſions, or 3 


all, when a dark, lowring ſky threatens an 
approaching ſtorm ; when the times are '- 
fibly diſtempered, when we are divided and 
unſettled in our counſels, unſucceſsful in our 
arms, looſe in our principles, profligate in 
our morals, and toffed and driven hither and 
thither, by the ignorance, petulance, and jar- 
ring paſſions, or intereſts of our rulers, nv- 
bles, or people; like a ſhip on a tempeitu- 
ous ocean, manned with unſkilful or muti- 


preſervation, 


conſulting the Proſperity of our Country. 
preſervation, Even in the moſt imminent 
danger. LS 56.0 
What we are to pray for, and in what 
manner, in ſuch a-criſis z our own piety and 
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E we are to pray for the things already ſuggeſt- 
© cd; fo far as they may conduce to the di- 
3 vine glory, and our own advantage npon'the 
* whole, and in the final ifſue of things. 


2. We ſee here our encouragement to 


© It ſhall not be a vain and uſeleſs labour to 
: pray for the peace of Jeruſalem. Whate- 
3 ver becomes of their country, they who fin« 
ccrely diſcharge this duty, ſhall find peace in 
þ their own breaſts, and proſperity 1n their own 
E louis, God will reward them with perſonal, 
E and family, with ſpiritual, it not alſo with 
E temporal, bleſſings. They may potfibly pro- 
| cure the peace: they ſcek for their country, 
þ 3nd the church of God; at leaſt they ſhall 
[cure peace and comfort to themſelves, and 
þ 4 mind prepared for all events. It is a fizn 
4 of an amiable and divine diſpoſition z when 
| the kingdom of God lies near our hearts, 
E 72: and 


prudence muſt dire&t. But in the general, 


' prayer, They ſhall proſper who love 
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Pſalm 


Pal. ii. 
13, 


wy frument, which his providence uſes to vin. 
dicate and ſupport it. 
CXXXVIL 5. Feruſalem, let my right hand forget ber cun- 


4 


The Duty of prayins for, &c. 


2nd we adore him in every. mean and {j1. 
1f T1 forget thee, () 


ning. If I do not remember thee, let my to1:gue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth ; if T prefer 1! 
Feruſalem above my chief joy. 

** Ariſe then, O Almighty God! Arik, 
and have mercy upon Zion : and bleſled he 
thy name, who haſt aſſured us, thou wilt _ 
ſo, when the time to favour ber, even {i 
ſet time ſhall come !/” Amen. 
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1, (NERMONS on the following Subje&s, 

' (viz.) 1. Of the worth of the Soul, and the 
ſolly of loſing it. 2. On Divine Providence, g, Of 
the ConneEtion between Faith and Salvation. 4. 
The Wiflom -of worldly Men, a"Reproof to that 
of cood Men. 5. Of the Government of the Spi- 
rit. 6, Of the prevailing Love of Pleaſure. 7. Of 
Declenſions in Religion. 8. Ot the Abuſe of Na- 
tional Privileges. By John Barter, Price bound 45. 

II. Sermons on the principal Evidences in favour . 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and the chiet objections 
made to it. By John Hodge, Publiſhed for the 


uſe of Families, and private Chriſtians, Price 


bound 58. Hs | 

il, The Lord's-Day Evening Entertainment ; 
containing Fitity-two practical Diſcourſes on the 
moſt ſerious and important Subjects in Divinity z 
intended for the uſe of Families. . In four Volumes. 
By 7:bn Majon, A, M. Price bound 18s. 

[V. Chriſtian Morals ; or Diſcourſes on the ſe- 
veral human, divine, chriſtian, and ſocial Virtues : 
being a Sequel to the Lord*s-Day Evening Enter- 
tunment, In twa Volumes. By John Maſon, A. M. 
Price bound os. | | 

V. The Family Expoſitor z or a Paraphraſe and 
Verſion of the New Teſtament, with critical Notes, 
and a praQtical Improvement of each Seftion, In 
lix Volumes in Quarto, embelliſhed wich fine 
Cuts. By Philip Doddridze, D. D. Price neatly 


W ound 41, 10s. 
| VI. A Courſe of Le&tures on the principal Sub- 
W /*t5 in Pneumatology, Ethics, and Divinity ; with 
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References to the moſt conſiderable Authors «. 
each Subject, in one Volume Quarto, By P. 74 
dridge, D. D. Price bound 165. | 

_ "VIE. Dr. Waits's Works in fix Volumes jr 
Quarto. Publiſhed by Dr. Zennings, and Dr. D:/. 
aridge. Price bound 41. 45, 
- VIIE. Faith and Pradtice ; repreſented in Fifty 
| Four Sermons on the principal Heads of the Chr. 
tian Religion, preached at Berry Street, London, 
By 1. Watts, D. D. D. Neale, M. A. F. Guyſe, D.T, 
S. Price, D. Jennings, D. D. 7. Hubbard. Publiſhed 
for the Ule of Families, eſpecially on the Lord's- 
Day Evenings. The third Edition, In two Vo. 
| lumes. Price bound 10s, 

IX. A Collection of the Promiſes of Scripture, 
under their proper Heads, in two Parts, repreſent- 
ing, 1. the Bleſſings promiſed. 2. The Duties to 
which Promiſes are made, with an Appendix re- 
lating to the Future State of the Church, and an 
Introciuftion, containing, Obſervations upon the 
Excellency and Uſe of the Promiſes, and Dir-i- 
ons for the right Application of them. By Sqm! 
Clarke, D. D, With a Recommendatory Preface 
by Dr. Zatts. The fourth Edition, Price bound 
25. bd. 

X. The Hiſtory of the Puritans, or Proteſtant 
Nonconformiſtsz; from the Reformation uncr 
\ King Henry the $th, to the Att of Toleration under 
King Wilkam and Queen Mary. With an Account 
of their Principles, their Attempts for a further 
Reformation in the Church, and the Lives and 
Charafters of their moſt conſiderable Divines. In 
two Volumes, Quarto. By Daniel Neale, M. 4. 
The ſecond Edition correted. Price bound 
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' XI. Contemplations on the Ocean, Harveſt, 
Sickneſs and the laſt Judgment; in a Letter to a 
Friend, By Richard Pearſall. Vol. 1. The ſecond 
Edition correted. Price beund 25. 64. In 
| The Reverend Mr. Hervey in his Theron and 

Aſpatio, Vol. HI. Letter 9. makes the following 
Remark. ** Shouid the Reader deſire to {ee this 
« Subject more largely opened, and more fully im-. 
| « proved, I would refer him to Contemplations 
| « on the Ocean, lately publiſhed by my ingenious 
E «and pious Friend, Mr. Pear/all; in which a re- 
| « fined Fancy, and a delicate Philoſophy, compoſe 
= « a Chaplet for evangelical Divinity, uniting ſome 
& *« of their beautiful and flagrant Flowers, to adorn 
& *< the Doctrine of God our Saviour, to quicken and 
8 «© refreſh the Spirits of his People, to invice and 
E © win the Hearts of the Diſobedient.” 
= XI]. Contemplation on Butterflies, on the full 
E Moon, and in a Walk through a Wood ; in a Se- 
E rics of Letters to ſeveral Friends. By Richard 
| Pearſail, Vol. 2. Price bound 3s. 64. 

C ———Widon' Sf 
Oft ſeeks to ſweet retired Solitude, 

Where, with her beit Nurſe, Contemplation, 

She plumes her Feathers, and lets 80 her Wings ; 


That in the various Buſtle of Mankind, 
We're all too ruffled, and ſometimes impair'd, 


Alton. 


| XII. Diſcourſes on the Love of God. By Job 

8 owe. In two Volumes. Price 85. Fo 

S A1V, The Beauty and Benefit of early Piety, 

| repreſented in ſeveral Sermons preached to young 

People on New-Years Day. By D. Jennings, D. D. 

| The fourth Edition. Price 15, 6d. 

| XV. The Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory ; or. 
the Facts occaſionally - mentioned in the New Te- 

en 2 obo {tament, 


BOOKS printed for J. BuckxLand. 
Mament, confirmed by Paſſages of ancient Authors, 
who were cotemporay with our Saviour or his 
Apoſlles, or lived near the Time of Herod's D-atl, 
In ſeventeen Vblumes. By Nathaniel Lardner, 1, 1). 
Price neatly bound 4/7. 55. 

XVI. Sermons on various SubjeQts. In two 
Volumes.,- By Nathan! Lardner, D, D. Price 
bound 105. 

XVII. Sacramental Exerciſes, in two Pais, 
1. The Chriſtian's Employment before, at, and 
after the Lord's-Supper. 2. The Chriftian's Cau- 
duct in his After-Life. By Jabez Earle, D. D, 
Price bound 15. 

X VIII. The Lord's- Supper fully conſidered, in 
a Review bf the Hiſtory of its Inſtitution, with 
Meditations and Ejaculations ſuited to ſeveral Þzr's 
of the Ordinance. To which are pretixed, tree 
Diſcourſes delivered at the Lord's Table. By the 
Reverend and Learned, Jobs Owen, D. D, Price 
bound 1s. 6d. 

XIX. Eternal Life, confidered under the Notion 
of an Eſtate; the Holy Scriptures as the Title 
Deeds deſcribing the Perſons who ſhall inher: it, 
With a plain Account of their general Characic.. 
By 7ohn Green. Price bound 15. 

"xx. The glorious Victory of Chaftity ; in /-- 
Jepb's hard Conflict, and his happy Eſcape. "By 
B. TJenks, ReKor- of Hariry in Shropſhire. Price 
bound 15. 

| The following Recommendation is given by Mr. 
| Hervey, in his Letters Vol; II. «© It is a pity «6s 
« little Piece is not more regarded by Parents, as 
* 1t is perhaps, the beſt Thing of its Size, evcr 
«,wrote on the Subject ; and ought to be put 11s 
66 the Hands of all young People.” 
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